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' INTRODUCTION. 


HE following pages conſiſt of Ex- 
| tracts from ſundry old and va- 
luable Authors, taken by the perſon that 
now occaſions their publication, in his 
private reading, who penned them down 
at ſundry times for his own uſe, and with 
no other deſign: but having been recom- 
mended by a Chriſtian friend to print 
them, and as he truſts he received be- 
nefit from them himſelf, he is deſirous 
others might, under a divine bleſſing, 
do ſo likewiſe, and in hopes thereof he 
has complied. 
It may be ſaid, what need of ſuch 
extracts when the books themſelves are 
many of them to be had ? In anſwer: 
the ſeveral authors quoted may never 
come into the hands of many, or 
others 
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| Wikre may not have the opportunity 
to read them ſo as to pick out the pithy 
and ſtriking ſentences therein contained : 
therefore, to view in fo ſmall a com- 
paſs the excellent ſentiments, found di- 
vinity, and ſweet experience of ſo many 
great writers now in glory, the col- 
lector hopes, cannot be unacceptable to 
pious ſouls; and eſpecially as we live 
in a day of fo great declenſion, when 
the love of many, and even profeſſors 
of religion, wax cold, their hearts dull 
and backward to divine and ſpiritual 
things, a too great cleaving to the things 
of time, and they find a need of the 
uſe of all means to revive the foul and 
raiſe it upwards. 

The Reader is deſired to excuſe the 
order that might have been obſerved in 
ſelecting particular ſubjects, and ranging 
them by themſelves, and every other 
imperfection, as the perſon who made 
45 this 
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an author, nor did he deſign putting his 
name hereto; but as an anonymous 
book does not make fo good appearance, 
even when the author propoſes not the 
leaſt advantage of profit to himſelf, 
which is the caſe of this publication, 
and therefore hopes ſubſcribing his name 
will not be thought oſtentatious. 

If this book is bleſſed to any poor 
ſoul for refreſhment, eſtabliſhment, and 
conſolation, and is a means to draw the 
heart more out to Gop and his Dear 
SON, the colleQor of theſe extracts will 
have his ſincere wiſh, who begs an in- 
tereſt in the prayers of the pious Reader, 
and 1s their humble ſervant, 
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From Mr. Jonx Fraver. 


EWAR E you looſe not your God in 
the crowd and hurry of earthly buſineſs; 
and touch not -with that, which you 
cannot recommend to God by prayer for a 
bleſſing. It is hard to forget, what is our fin to 
remember. What tongue of man or angel can 
give us the compleat emphaſis of that word, 
Ever with the Lord;” or that of God's being 
<« all in all.” O! with how many notwith- 
ſtandings, and nevertheleſſes, hath the Lord 
B done 
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A LrBrary 
done you good in every place. Every man loves 
the mercies of God, but a Saint loves the God 
of his mercies. Two things deſtroy the peace 
and tranquillity of our lives, our bewailing paſt 
diſappointments, or fearing future ones. Lord, 
tet me but find my heart complying with thy 
calls, my will obediently ſubmitting to thy com- 
mands, fin my burden, and Chriſt my deſire, 
I never crave a fairer, or ſurer evidence of love 
to my ſoul. This comforted Job over all his 
diſeaſes, when of all the enjoyments that once 
he had, he could not ſay, my friends, my chil- 


dren, my eſtate; yet then he could ſay, my 
Redeemer. 


From Mr. Mason's Remains. 


T is not talking, but walking with God, 

that gives a man the denomination of a 
chriſtian. A deſire of happineſs is natural; a 
deſire of holineſs is ſupernatural. The gate 
which leads to life is a ſtrait gate, therefore we 
ſhould fear; it is an open gate, therefore we 
ſhould hope. Religion is much talked of, but 
little underſtood, till the conſcience be awakened, 
then a man knows the worth of a ſoul, and the 
want of a Saviour. Then doth religion flouriſh in 
the 
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the ſoul, when it knows how to naturalize 
ſpiritual things, and to ſpiritualize natural 
things. God deals with his ſervants not as a 
paſſionate maſter, but as a compaſſionate Father. 
They that will not fear God in proſperity, will 


be afraid of him in adverſity, If God's earthly 


preſence is fo good, what is his heavenly pre- 
ſence? If God's being with us is ſo ſweet, 
what is it to be with God? There is joy in 
God's gracious preſence, but in his glorious 
preſence there is fulneſs of joy. The nearer 
we are to Chriſt, the nearer is Gad to us. We 
hated God without a cauſe, and his love is with- 
out a cauſe, If we would ſtand Chriſt muſt be 
our foundation ; if we would be ſafe, e, Chriſt muſt 
be our 2 The love of Chriſt hath a 
height without a top, a depth without a bottom, 
a length without an end, and a breadth without 
a limit. A child of God had rather ten thouſand 
times ſuffer for Chriſt, than that Chriſt ſhould 
ſuffer by him. The converſion of a ſinner is a 
greater wonder than the creation of the world. 


If a finner's thoughts be not changed by grace, 


they will be exchanged hereafter by expe- 
rience. 

We muſt neither leave the world, nor love 
it. N. world promiſes « comforts, and pays 
B 2 ſorrows. 
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ſorrows. We muſt anſwer for our riches, but 
our Yiches cannot anſwer for us. If there be 
too great an affection for any thing here, there 
will be an anſwerable aMiction, It is a fad 
thing, when a man can have no comfort, but in 
diverſions, no joy, but in fo:getting himſelf. 
To have a portion in the world, is a mercy z 
to have the world for a portion is a miſery. 
Whatever we make an idol of, will be a croſs 
to us, if we belong to Chriit; a curſe to us, 
if we do not. There is no miſs of the creature, 


where there is a full enjoyment of the Creator. 


Of the Word of God. 


HE word of God mult be nearer to us, 

than our friends; dearer to us, than our 
liberty; and pleaſanter to us, than all earthly 
comforts, It is a comfort to chriſtians apart 
to think their prayers meet before a throne of 
grace, and their perſons ſhall meet before a 
throne of glory. God is a great God, and 
therefore he will be ſought; he is a good God, 
and therefore he will be found, Pray, that you 
may pray ! let nothing get between heaven and 
prayer, but Chriſt. Man does not die, becauſe 
he is made of earth; but, becauſe he is inſected 
with fin, Death to a chriſtian is a putting off 


rags 
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rags for robes. The great comfort of a believer 
on his death-bed is, faith in Chriſt, hope in the 
promiſe, and an intereſt in the covenant, 


Of Heaven. 


F heaven does not enter into us by way of 

holineſs, we ſhall never enter into heaven by 
way of happineſs. In heaven, God will never hide 
his face more, nor the devil ſhew his more, In 
heaven all God's ſervants will be abundantly 
ſatisfied with his dealings and diſpenſations with 
them, and ſhall ſee how all conduced like ſo 
many winds to bring them to their haven, and 
how, even the rougheſt blaſts helped to bring 
them homeward. If thou loveſt to worſhip God 
here below, God will take thee up to worſhip 
him above; thou ſhalt change thy place, but 
not thine employment. Heaven is a day with- 
out a cloud to darken it, and without a night 
to end it, We would be ſeated in the heavenly 
Canaan, but are loth to be ſcratched with the 
briars and thorns of the wilderneſs, 


Of Hell. 


ONE are ſo near heaven, as they that 

are Convinced; none ſo near hell as thoſe 

who have quenched conviction, We mult fall 
B 3 | inta 
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into the arms of Chriſt, or into the flames of 
hell. A creature's place is a low place, but a 
ſinner's place is a lower. 


Religious Obſervations by Way of Simile. 


HE caſting down of our ſpirits in true 
humility, is but like throwing a ball on 
the ground, which makes it rebound the higher 


towards heaven. Sin is like a bee with honey 


in its mouth, but a ſting in its tail. As Noah's 
dove found no footing but in the ark, ſo a 
chriſtian finds no contentment but in Chriſt. 
God's mercies are as cords to draw us to him, 
but our fins are as ſharp ſwords, that cuts thoſe 
cords, A wicked man is like one that hangs 
over a deep pit by a lender cord with one hand, 
and is cutting it with the other. Creature- 
comforts at the beſt, and to the beſt, are only 
delightful, not ſatisfying; pleaſant not gainful. 
x John i. 7. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt, his 
Son, cleanſeth us from all ſin; bleſs God for 
that word All. They that are the leaſt ſerious, 
have the greateſt reaſon to be ſo, their condition 
is awful, and therefore their diſpoſition ought 
to be ſo. We ſhould be aſhamed of fin, but 
not aſhamed to take ſhame for fin, One that 


truly 
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truly fears God, is afraid of ſin; he ſees more 
evil in it, than in all the evils in the world. 
Want of ſorrow for fin, more argues want of 
love to Chriſt, than the fin itſelf, If a man is 
not content in that ſtate he is in, he will not 
be content in any ſtate he would be in. God 
had rather his people ſhould fare poorly, then 
live proudly, Pride counts the goſpel fooliſh- 
neſs, but the goſpel always ſhews pride to be ſo, 
It is unreaſonable for the creature to be proud, 
much more the ſinner. An hypocrite is one 
that neither is what he ſeems, nor ſeems what 
he is. 


Of Idleneſs. 


JDLENESS is the mother of wanton chil- 
dren. They that do nothing, are in the ready 
way to do that, which is worſe than nothing. 
A chriſtian ſhould never ſay, he hath nothing 
to do. It was not for nothing that we were 
called out of nothing. The ſoft mercies of 
God, will break the hard heart of man. An 
hard heart is not ſo ſoon broken, as a broken 
heart bound up. A word from God, a look 
from Chriſt, a touch from the Spirit, will break 
the heart. Poſſibly a chriſtian's enemies may 
ſpoil him of his common mercies, but they ſhall 
B 4 never 
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never rob him of his covenant mercies. Com- 
mon mercies may be ſweet, but covenant mer- 
cies are ſure, There is grace in the deſire of 
grace, as there is fin in the deſire of fin. God 
repented that he made man, but never repented 
that he redeemed man, God is a great God, 
and therefore we ſhould wait upon him; he is a 
good God, and therefore it is not in vain to 
wait upon him. All creatures are as nothing 
compared with God, and abſolutely nothing 
without God. Live not ſo much upon the 
comforts of God, as upon the God of comforts. 
Remember if it be good to draw near to God, 
it is better to draw nearer to him, ſtill the 
nearer the better. One may ſee an end of 
earthly perfection, but there is no end of the 
perfettion of Jeſus Chriſt, 


A Boaſt. 


A Chriſt I have, O! what a Chriſt have 17 
My only all — my more than heart's delire, 
Now I am free to live — more free to die, 
That I may ſee the face I fo admire. 

The face and bowels of this earth afford 
Jewels for mortals pride which makes them high, 
This is my ſcorn—this is not like my Lord. 
A Chriſt I have = O what a Chriſt have I! 


Fiom 
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From Mr. Join Rowz's Saint's Temp- 
tations, 1075, 


HE beſt way to overcome our tempta- 

tions is, to have our minds elevated and 
lift up to God. This is a true propoſition, he 
that believeth ſhall be ſaved; all the devils in 
hell cannot overthrow that truth. In every 
temptation let us be ſure to keep the word of 
God nigh unto us; and have a preſent recourſe 
to it; this is a ſure rule. Sanctified knowledge 
humbles, the more we know of God, the more 
we know our diſtance from God; and the more 
we know the will of God, the more we ſee 
how ſhort we come of the ſpirituality of the 
law; and this is a means to humble us. Of 
all corruptions, fight againſt theſe two, Pride 
and Self, God alone is the reſt of our ſouls; 
ſo far as our hearts are carried out with life and 
vigour towards God, we ſhall find reſt, and 
peace, and quiet to our ſoul; ſo far as we de- 
part from him, we ſhall find nothing but trouble 
and diſquietment ; therefore let us pray with 
the church, Draw me, we will run after thee.” 
It was the ſpeech of an eminently holy man, 
“There was not the beſt action that ever 1 


e did 
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& did in my life, but God ſhewed me ſome ſin- 
* ful circumſtance attending it.“ This is a 
certain truth, nothing ſo much humbles the 
ſoul, as clear ſights of God, But now there 
are ſome acts which are above the ſphere 
of nature, as to believe God upon his word, 
to love God above all things, and refer a 
man's ſelf and all his actions to the glory 
of God as his laſt end. There is nothing in 
the world we can be certain of; the greateſt, 
higheſt, and beſt things are ſubject to change 
but if we know that our fins are pardoned, if 
we know that we have an intereſt in the love 
and favour of God, if we know that our ſouls 
ſhall be ſaved at laſt, here we have ſomething 
that is certain to quiet and comfort us. Divine 
grace diſcovers to the ſoul the reality of ſpiritual 
things; it cauſeth a man to apprehehd what is 
ſpoken concerning God to be real ; it cauſeth a 
man to apprehend that heaven, and the glory 
of it, is a real thing, and that the excellency of 
Chriſt is a real thing. Grace makes a man tb 
receive the word as the word of God; it diſ- 
covers to him the nature of the word, that it 
comes from God, and hath a divine ſtamp 
and impreſs upon it. Nothing is more ſweet 
to an holy ſoul than to love God, and be beloved 
of 
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of him. Do we not find it a difficult thing to 
come to the ſpiritual apprehenſions of Chriſt? 
how hard do we find it to apprehend the perſon 
of Chriſt aright? how difficult is it to have right 
conceptions of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
of the grace of Chriſt? Our hearts are often- 
times out of frame, very much unſuited to ſpiri- 
tual things, and holy ſouls are ſenfible of the 
need of divine grace to bring them into frame. 
Preſumption of our own ſtrength and ſufficiency 
is that which undoes us. The work of a 


chriſtian lies mainly and principally in two 
things; in the ſtudy of Chrift, and in the ſtudy 


5 


of his own heart: the ſtudy of our own hearts | 


will make us ſee the need we have of Chriſt 


and his grace, Obſerve it in yourſelves, and 


! 


you will find it true; when you negle& to have 


recourſe to Chriſt, and have not that intimate 
dependance upon him for grace, you ſhall find, 


that your ſouls are not ſo lively and vigorous in | 
the ways of God, as when your dependance 
upon him is kept up high and ſtrong, We 


muſt all venture our ſalvation upon the bottom 


of God's word. "Thoſe that have once taſted of / 
the ſweetneſs and goodneſs of the word, can- 
not but {till defire it as long as that taſte remains 
with them, Conſider, O chriſtian ! what glory 


doth 
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doth there appear in the word at ſometimes, 
what excellency and heavenly ſweetneſs in the 
promiſes at one time, over and above what there 
doth at another. If we neglect any one of the 
means of grace, we ſhall ſoon find dullneſs and 
deadneſs come upon us; for this is certain, the 
infinite wiſe God hath appointed no one means 
of grace in vain; and ſo naturally dull and dead 
are our hearts, that there is not one of the 
means of grace but we need it. Happy ſoul is 
he, that hath the ſkill of a conſtant dependance 
upon Chriſt, Holy ſouls pant after God's 
gracious preſence here on earth, and they thirſt 
after God's glorious preſence in heaven. When 
we find our hearts dead, unapt to move towards 
God, then ſhould we pray for the drawings of 
divine grace. God alone is the reſt of our ſouls, 
ſo far as we depart from him we ſhall find 
nothing but trouble and diſquietment, If we 
maintain our dependance upon Chriſt, we ſhall 
never want ſupplies of grace. We are apt to 
think with ourſelves; is it poſſible that ever I 
ſhould feel ſuch finfu] thoughts and motions, as 
T feel? Wo te us, when temptation comes, if 
we be left either to ſatan's malice or ſubtilty, 
or in the hands of our on hearts, 
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From Mr. Tomas Symson's Proteſtant 
Picture of JIESsuSs CurisT. 


HOMAS SYMSON., at Tottenham 
High- Croſs, Middleſex, wiſhing real 
grace, whilſt they are in a ſtate of mortality, 
and royal glory, when they ſhall be in a ſtate of 
eternity. 
Their preſent Paſtor doth cordially wiſh, 
The beſt of Bleſſings, from the beſt of Beings, 
Wiſhing unto them all 
An undoubted intereſt in him, 

A tranſcendent affection towards him, 

A punctual conformity to him on earth, 
And an eternal enjoyment of him in heav'n. 
The ſoul of every ſaint is a very curious 

watch; its ſeveral faculties are the ſilver wheels; 
the lovelineſs of Jeſus is the golden ſpring 
from whence thoſe filver wheels have an exact, 
regular, preſent, and perpetual motion. What 
Xenophon ſaid, long ſince of Cyrus's court, 
that a man might chooſe blind-fold, and not 
mils of a good man there, that may now, and 
ever, be ſaid of the ſacred ſcriptures; a man 
at any time, may wink and chooſe, and not 
miſs of a good text there. In them there is not 
io much as one word without its weight, nor ſo 
much 
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much as one ſyllable without its ſubſtance. 
The works of God do very well deſerve the 
eye of a man, (the eye of his obſervation, and 
the eye of his admiration.) Our bleſſed Saviour 
was a man of ſorrows, and was acquainted with 
grief, My ſoul, faith he, is excceding forrow- 
ful, unto death ! How emphatical is this expreſ- 
fion: My ſoul, faith he, is forrowful ! Soul- 
ſorrow, is without all queſtion, the ſoul of 
ſorrow. He was manifeſted, (ſaith St. John,) 
to take away our ſins, and in him is no fin. 

His ſoul it was, — What was it? It was —- 
A holy lamb without a ſpot; A pleaſant garden 
without weeds A fragrant roſe without prickles 
A golden mine without droſs; An orient dia- 
mond without a flaw; A bright ſun without 
clouds, or eclipſes; A perfect beauty without a 
ſhadow ; A golden apple without a core; A pure 
cloth without a ſtain; A well-printed book 
without erratas. 


The ſabbath-day, is the day of days, it is the 


golden ſpot of the week, it is the ſoul's market- 
day; and indeed, (as one fays well,) they that 
would have comfort in the day of the Lord, 

muſt make conſcience of the Lord's-day. 
Return we therefore to his fulneſs of abund- 
ance : His ſoul it was—What was it? It was— 
A coſtly 
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A coſtly cabinet, filled with bright and ſparkling 
jewels; A curious honey-comb, filled with 
palate-pleaſing honey; A well-fenced garden, 
abounding with moſt wholeſome herbs, and 
fragrant flowers; A glorious ſun, full of dazzling 
and delightful light; An ineſtimable and in- 
comparable treaſury, full of refined gold; An 
invaluable veſſel of tranſparent cryſtal, filled 
with liquid gold; An alabaſter box of precious 
and perfumed ointment; A boundleſs, and a 
bottomleſs ocean, ſwelling with liquid pearls, 
or diſſolved diamonds ; A large, and a well- 
ſeaſoned caſk, filled with celeſtial Nectar. As 
for the beauty and the brightneſs of the creature, 
what ſhall I ſay? It is a flitting ſhadow, a 
lliding ſtream, a conſuming taper, a ſetting ſun, 
a waining moon, withering graſs, and a fading 
flower; it is ſcarcely poſſeſſed, e're it be cer- 
tainly vaniſhed. 

The ſoul of a faint is no longer in health 
than whilſt it ſmells to the roſe of Sharon. The 
ſoul of a ſaint lives conſtantly in Chriſt, nor 
can it even live (much leſs live ever) com- 
fortably without Chriſt, The happineſs of a 
faint doth conſiſt in his ſmiles, and the comfort 
of a ſaint in the apparition or apprehenſion of 
thoſe ſmiles, A ſaint's deſire to be in heaven, 
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is not for heaven's calle, but for Chriſbs ate: "3 
whom have I in heaven, (faith the Pfalmiſt,} © 


but Thee; “ Having a defire, ( faith the 
Apoſtle,) to depart, and to be with Chriſt.” 
The beauty of Jeſus, is the devil's envy ; it is 
alſo the ſinner's ſcorn, but it ſhould be the ſaints 
glory. Chriſt is the huſband of his ſaints, a 
good huſband he is; good without all queſtion, 
good beyond all compariſon. Heart's-eaſe is a 
flower that grows not in the world's garden. 
What will not a hungry and thirſty ſoul part 
withal for a part in Chriſt, who is all in all, 
A ſaint, having once obtained his Jeſus, doth 
conſtantly acquieſce in the enjoyment of his 
ſweetneſs. So exceedingly ſatisfied is the ſoul 
of a ſaint, and ſo fully is it delighted and con- 
tented in the enjoyment of Jeſus, as that it can 
ſay with St. Auguſtine, Let all things, (faith 
he,) I beſeech thee, wither, yea wax dry to 
me, that thou, ſweet Jefus, and thou only, 
mayeſt become ſweet unto me. The ſoul of a 
ſaint having once a part in Chriſt, cannot endure 
to part with Chriſt, or to depart from Chriſt, 
Sweet was that ſaying of St. Auguſtine: O Lord, 
(faith he,) if thou wilt that I ſhall depart from 
thee, thou muſt give me another Thee, or elſe 
I will not depart, When once the ſaints and 

their 


OT * 5 OO 
. 2 a Ut 


- 2, WS WwuSED 


or Divivirv. 


17 


cher Saviour are mutually betrothed, it is to 


have and to hold each other, as long as they 
live on earth, and as long as He lives in heaven. 
It is an impoſſible thing for a man, (for any 
man, ) to keep his ſoul, if he loſe his Saviour. 
It was an incomparable anſwer which one re- 
turned, when he was tempted with gifts to 
forſake his Saviour: * Do but offer me, (ſaith 
5 he,) ſomewhat that is better than my Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, and you ſhall ſee what I will 
« fay to you.” Jeſus Chriſt, (the chiefeſt 
beauty,) is nothing at all unto us, unleſs he be 
in an eſpecial manner apprehended and applyed 
by us. St. Auguſtine ſays, take away My from 
God, and you may take away even God him- 
ſelf from me. (As a father ſaith,) We ſhould 
have life in patience, and death in defire, If 
ever you would be lovely, like Chriſt, you muſt 
be holy like Chriſt; holineſs is a chriſtian's 
comelineſs, If we cannot reliſh the wholeſome 
morſels of holineſs, as the firſt diſh at God's 
table, we ſhall never have the ſweet-meats of 
happineſs ſerved up unto us, for an after-ban- 
quet. That man, or woman, whoſe ſoul is 
fully ſet upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, will un- 
doubtedly do ( or at leaſt endeavour to do ) 
theſe two things; firſt, He will ſeek for Jeſus 
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Chriſt with diligence; ſecondly, He will ſet 
forth Jeſus Chriſt with eloquence, If we ſay, 
that we have no fin, (no original ſin,) we de- 
ceive ourſelves, (ſaith the Apoſtle,) and the truth 
is not in us; if we ſay, that we have not ſinned, 
(actually ſinned,) we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. There is no diſeaſe (I ſee,) 
incurable, (how deſperate, how durable ſoever 
it be,) unto that Phyſician, who is omnipotent. 
Jeſus Chriſt, is the beauty of the world ; Jeſus 
Chriſt, is the beauty of the ſoul; he is alſo the 


beauty of heaven ; his ſhining beauty it is that 


makes heaven to be heaven. S0 exceeding 
great is the happineſs of heaven, and of ſaints 
in heaven, that glorihed ſaints, (were they ca- 
pable of ſorrow,) would be exceedingly gieved 
at two things; firſt, that they did not prize 
Chriſt better on earth; and ſecondly, that 
they were not with Chriſt ſooner in heaven. 
The ſweat of the brain, doth exceed by far the 
ſweat of the brow. Jeſus Chriſt is the chiefeſt 
beauty, we cannot poſſibly be exceſſive, either 
in our expreſſions, or in our conceptions, con- 
cerning eithcr Chriſt or heaven, 


From 
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From Mr. SrEPHHEN CHarnock, on 
Providence. 1685. 


8 moves every thing in his ordinary 
providence, according to their particular 
natures. God moves every thing ordinarily, 
according to the nature he finds it in; had we 
ſtood in innocency, we had moved according to 
that originally righteous nature; but ſince our 
fall, we are moved according to that nature in- 
troduced by us, with the expulſion of the other. 
Our firſt corruption was our own act, not God's 
work; we owe our creation to God, our cor: 


ruption to ourſelves, Now, ſince God will 


govern his creature, I do not ſce how it can 
be otherwiſe than according to the preſent na- 
ture of the creature, unleſs God be pleaſed to 
alter that nature, God forces no man againſt 
his nature; he doth not force the will in con- 
verſion, but graciouſly and powerfully inclines 
it. He doth never force nor incline the will to 
ſin, but leaves it to the corrupt habits it hath 


ſettled in its felf, Pſalm. Ixxxi. 12. God 


doth not infuſe the luſt, or excite it, though 
he preſent the object about which the Juſt is 
exerciſed, God delivered up Chriſt to the Jews, 


he preſented him to them; but never cammanded 
a them 
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them to crucify him, nor infuſed that malice 
into them, nor quickened it ; but he ſeeing ſuch 
a frame, withdrew his reſtraining grace, and 
left them to the conduct of their own vitiated 
wills. All the corruption in the world ariſeth 
from luſt in us, not from the object which God 
in his providence preſents to us, 2 Pet. i. 4. 
The creature is from God, but the abuſe of it 
from corruption. Man hath ſuch a nature, not 
from creation wherein God is poſitive, but from 
corruption, wherein God is permiſſive. In ſhort, 
though it be by God's permiſſion that we can do 
evil, yet it is not by his inſpiration that we will 
to do evil, that is wholly from ourſelves. God 
is not obliged to give us grace, becauſe we have 
made a total forfeiture of it; he is not a debtor 
to any man by way of merit of any thing, but 
puniſhment. He is indeed in ſome ſenſe a debtor 
to thoſe that are in Chriſt, upon the account of 
Chriſt's purchaſe, and his own promiſe, but not 
by any merit of theirs. The holineſs of God 
could never intend fin as fin, but the wiſdom of 
God foreſceing it, and decreeing to permit it, 
intended the making it ſubſervient to his honour. 
He would not permit it but for ſome good, be- 
cauſe he is infinitely good, 'and could not, but 
by reaſon of that goodneſs, ſuffer that which is 


purely 
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purely evil, if by his wiſdom he could not raiſe 
good out of it: it is purely evil as it is contrary 
to law; it is good as God orders it by his pro- 
vidence; yet that goodneſs flows not from the 
nature of ſin, but from the wiſe diſpoſal of God: 
It is not conceivable by us, what way there 
could be more congruous to the wiſdom and 
holineſs of God, as the ſtate of the world then 
ſtood, to bring about the death of Chriſt, which 
in his decree was neceſſary to the ſatisfaction of 
his juſtice, without ordering the evil of ſome 
mens hearts to ſerve his gracious purpoſe. The 
firſt foundation of all religion is, firſt, the 
being; ſecondly, the goodneſs of God in the 
government of the world, Heb. xi. 6. He is the 
object of religion, as he is the governor of 
the world. This denial would ſhut up Bibles 
and Temples, and bring irreligious diſorder into 
all ſocieties. The devil denies not God's right 
to govern, but he denies God's actual govern- 
ment; for he ſaith, Luke iv. 6. He that denies 
providence, denies moſt of God's attributes : 
he denies at leaſt the exerciſe of them, he denies 
his omniſcience, which is the eye of providence ; 
mercy and juſtice, which are the arms of it; 
power, which is the life and motion of pro- 
vidence ; wiſdom, which is the rudder of pro- 
I C 3 vidence, 
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vidence, whereby it is ſteered; and holineſs, 
which is the compaſs and rule of the motion 


of providence, It is a greater crime in any of 
us to deny providence, either in opinion, or 
practice, than it was, or could have been in 
heathens, becauſe we have not only that na- 
tural reaſon they had, ſufficient to convince us, 
but ſupernatural revelation in ſcripture, wherein 
God hath declared thoſe methods of his pro- 
vidence, which reaſon could not arrive to. As 
to deny the creation of the world, is a greater 
crime in a man that knows the ſcripture, than 
in a heathen, becauſe that hath put it out of 
doubt. Take heed therefore of entertaining any 
conceptions of God, but what the ſcripture 
doth furniſh you with. The fears of conſcience 
evidence a ſecret belief in men of a juſt pro- 


-vidence, whatever means they uſe to ſtifle it. 


Wiſdom without providence would make any 
man mad, and the greateſt advantage would be 


to be a ſtupid ſenſeleſs fool, While we truſt 


ourſelves, we do but trouble ourſelves, and 
know not how to reconcile our various reaſons 
for hopes and fears; but the committing our 
way to the Lord, renders our mind calm and 
compoſed, Prov. xvi. 3. thou ſhalt have no 
more of thoſe quarrelling diſturbing thoughts, 
what 
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what the ſucceſs ſhall be. If angels, as Calvin 
ſaith, are God's counſellors in heaven, believers 
are, (as it were,) his counſellors on earth. The 
church hath that relation to God, which 


none in the world have beſides; they are his 


jewels, therefore he will keep them ; they are 
his children, therefore he will ſpare them. The 
church is Chriſt's fleſh, as dear to him as our 
fleſh is to us, as much his, as our fleſh is ours. 
God hath nothing to do in the world, but the 
ſaving his people; when that is done, he will 
put an end to this frame of things. God times 
his kindneſs, ſo that it may appear to be no- 
thing elſe but grace; grace with a witneſs, that 
his people may be able to underſtand the very 
particularities of it, Iſa. xxx. 18. Never is ſalva- 
tion ſweeter, and mercy better reliſhed, than 
when it ſnatches us out of the teeth of danger. 
God would have his mercy valued, and it is fit 
it ſhould, Without faith, we are not fit to 
deſire mercy ; without humility, we are not fit 
to receive it; without affection, we are not fit 
to value it; without ſincerity, we are not fit 
to improve it. God with us, if well conſidered 
and believed, is ſufficient to ſtill thoſe fears 
which have the greateſt outward objects for 
their encouragement, Pſalm, xxvii. 1, Man 
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cannot underſtand his own way, much leſs the 
ways of an infinite God; his ways are beyond 


our tracing, and his councils too high for our 
ſhort meaſures. Since therefore God ſatisfies 


the righteouſneſs of his own will, let us ſubmit 


our curioſity to his wiſdom, and forbear our 
cenſures of that exact righteouſneſs and ſuper- 
ative wiſdom, which we cannot comprehend, 
How apt are we to forget old mercies, when 
we are ſo naturally apt to blot out of our me- 
mories mercies newly received. Men do not 
argue from one ſingle propoſition, but draw the 
concluſion from ſeveral propoſitions knit to- 
gether. It is by a ſpiritual logic we are to 
make our concluſions from the ways of pro- 
vidence. As in the reading ſcripture, if we 
take not the whole period, we may make not 
only nonſenſe, but blaſphemy; as in that of the 
Pſalmiſt, Thou art not a God that hath 


« pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs.” If a man 


ſhould read only, Thou art not a God,” and 
make a full ſtop there, it would be blaſphemy ; 
but reading the whole verſe, it is excellent 
ſenſe, and an honourable declaration of God's 
holineſs. Such errors will be committed in 
reading the books of providence; if we fix 
our eyes in one place, and make a full ſtop, 
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where God hath not made any. We have no 
reaſon to deſpond i in great extremities, ſince he 
can think us into ſafety, Pſalms xl. 17. Lord 
c think on me,” much more look us into it; 
his thoughts and his eyes move together. 
* 
From Mr. Jon Carvin's Inſtitution of 
the Chriſtian Religion. 1 582. 


OR what, when ſatan transformeth him- 
ſelf into an agel of light, what credit ſhall 


the Holy Ghoſt have among us, if it be not 


ſeverally known by ſome aſſured marks. For 
with a certain mutual knot, the Lord hath 
coupled together the aſſurance of his word and 
of his Spirit; ſo that perfect reverence to the 
word doth then ſettle in our minds, when the 
Holy Ghoſt ſhineth upon us, to make us therein 
behold the face of God. And on the other ſide, 
without all fear of being deceived we do embrace 
the Holy Ghoſt, when we re- acknowledge him 
in his own image, that is in his word. Thus 
it is undoubtedly: at this preſent let one Pſalm 
ſuffice us, Pſalm. cxlv. 3. wherein the ſum of 
all his virtues are ſo exactly reckoned up, that 
nothing can ſeem to be omitted; and yet is 
nothing there rehearſed, but that which we may 

behold 
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behold in his creatures: fo plainly do we per- 
ceive God by information of experience, to be 
ſuch as he declareth himſelf to be in his word. 
ouch is our weakneſs, that unleſs the ſcripture 
direct us in ſecking of God, we do forthwith 
run out into vanity. Now how neceſſary, and 
how many ways profitable this exerciſe of 
prayer is, can by no words be ſufficiently de- 
clared; hereby groweth ſingular reſt and quiet- 
neſs to our conſciences: for when we have diſ- 
cloſed to the Lord the neceſſity which diſtreſſed 
us, we largely reſt, though it were but in this 
only, that none of our evils are hidden from 
him, whom we are perſuaded both to be moſt 
well- willing towards us, and moſt able to provide 
well for us. For how can any thought of God 
enter into thy mind, but that thou muſt there- 
withal by and by think, that foraſmuch as thou 
art his creature, therefore thou art of right 
ſubject and bound to his authority; that thou 
oweſt him thy life, that whatſoever thou enter- 
priſeſt, whatſoever thou doſt, ought to be di- 
rected to him. Again, thou canſt not clearly 
ſec him, but that thou muſt needs know, that 
he is the fountain and original of all good 
things, whereupon ſhould grow both a deſire 
to cleave unte him, and an aſſured truſt in him, 

if 
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if man's own corruptneſs did not draw his mind 
from the right ſearching of him. For, firſt of 
all, the godly mind doth not as by a dream 
image to herſelf any God at adventure, but 
ſteadfaſtly beholdeth the only one and true God; 
and doth not falſely forge of him whatſoever 
herſelf liketh, but is content to believe him to 
be ſuch a one as he diſcloſeth himſelf; and doth 
always with great diligence beware that with 
preſumptuous raſhneſs ſhe paſs not beyond his 
will, and ſo wander out of the way. If we 
earneſtly covet to the true beholding of God, we 
mult, I ſay, come to his word, wherein God is well 
and lively ſet out by his works, when his works 
be weighed, not after the perverſeneſs of our own 
judgment, but according to the rule of the eter- 
nal truth. If we ſwerve from that word, as I 
ſaid even now, although we run never ſo faſt, 
yet we ſhall never attain to the mark, becauſe 
the courſe of our running is out of the way. 
Let us therefore remember, ſo oft as any man 
conſidereth his own nature, that there is one 
God which ſo governeth all natures, that his 
will is to have us to look unto him, our faith 
to be directed to him, and him to be worſhipped 
and called upon of us. But now, if any man 
inquire the cauſe, whereby he both was once 
led 
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led to create all theſe things, and is now moved 
to preſerve them; we ſhall find that his only 
goodneſs was it that cauſed him. Vet hereby 
appeareth, that if men be only taught by nature, 
they can know nothing certainly, ſoundly, and 
plainly concerning God, but only are tied to 
confuſed principles, to worſhip an unknown 
God. For the ſcripture ſheweth in itſelf no leſs 
apparent ſenſe of the truth, than white and black 
things do of their colour, or ſweet and ſour 
things of taſte. Thus then we ought to hold, 
that to the end true religion may ſhine among 
us, we muſt take our beginning at the heavenly 
doctrine; and that no man can have any taſte, 
be it never ſo little, of true and ſound doctrine, 
unleſs he have been ſcholar to the ſcripture ; and 
from hence groweth the original of true under- 
ſtanding, that we reverently embrace whatſoever 
it pleaſeth God therein to teſtify of himſelf. 
Let us, as in the whole doctrine of religion, ſo 
here alſo remember, that we ought to keep one 
rule of modeſty and ſobriety, that of obſcure 
things we neither ſpeak nor think, not yet de- 
fire to know any other things than that hath 
been taught us by the word of God : and an- 
other point, that in reading of ſcripture we 
continually reſt upon the ſearching and ſtudying 
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of ſuch things as pertain to edification, and not 
give ourſelyes to curioſity or ſtudy of things un- 
profitable. And becauſe it was God's pleaſure 
to inſtruct us not in trifling queſtions, but in 
ſound godlineſs, fear of his name, true con- 
fidence, and duties of holineſs, let us reſt upon 

ſuch knowledge. We muſt walk, we muſt 
profit, we muſt increaſe, that our hearts may be 
able to conceive thoſe things which now we 
cannot conceive. If this thought be of force 
with us, that the word of the Lord is the 
only way that may lead us to ſearch whatſoever 
is lawful to be learned of him, that it is the 
only light to ſee whatſoever we ought to ſee of 
him, it ſhall eafily hold back and reſtrain us 
from all raſhneſs. Let them remember, that 
the minds of men do enter into a maze when 
they follow their own curioſit „and ſo let them 
ſuffer themſelves to be ruled with h the heavenly 
oracles, howſoeyer they cannot attain the height 
of the myſtery, that Chriſt is the bread of life, 
wherewith the faithful are nouriſhed into eter- 
nal ſalvation ; there is no man but he granteth 
him to, unleſs he be altogether without re- 
ligion, 
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From Mr. Tromas PowELL, A Salve 
for Soul- ſores. 1679. 


NE old piece of gold is worth a thouſand 
new counters; ſo one old truth of God 
is more worth than a thouſand new errors. It 
is not the knowing of truth, nor the hearing 
of truth, nor the commending of truth, nor the 
talking of truth, but the indwelling of truth in 
your ſoul, that will keep your judgment chaſte 
and ſound, The mercies of God in number, 
are as the glittering > ſtars in the firmament, the 
drops of the briny ocean, and the ſands upon 
the winding ſhores; the duſts of the earth, and 
the atoms that ſwim in the ſun- beams, are not 
fo numerous as them. A ſympathizing friend, 
(as one ſays,) is like a dry houſe in a wet day. 
A weak believer, and a ſtrong Chriſt, can do 
all things, (Bolton). The ſcriptures are a pro- 
ſpective glaſs of God's juſtice, as well as of his 
mercy. Riches are but the golden duſt of this 
world, that puts out the eye of the foul, Saith 
Auftin, the world is troubled and troubleſome, 
yet too much loved. The devil many times 
makes the ſoul believe that he flies, when it is 
only a pretence, and with a deſign to overcome. 
Pray, take notice of this, ſatan is not always 
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overcome when he flies from you. (Alfted,) 


When one temptation is overcome, expect an- 
other. All the whole volume of perfections, 
which are ſpread through heaven and earth, are 
epitomized in Chriſt. If God is angry, he will 
not always be angry, may the believer ſay. 
Cruciger, on his death-bed prayed thus: Lord, 
I call upon thee with a wezk and languiſhing 
faith, but yet with a faith. Death is like the 
pillar of cloud, it hath a dark fide to a ſinner, 
but it hath a light ſide to a believer. Death 
will free us from all corporal and ſpiritual ma- 
ladies, it is our beſt and laſt phyfician, it will 
cure the aching head, and the unbelieving heart. 
Here fin will keep houſe, whether we will or 
no. Evil thoughts are continually ariſing out 
of our hearts, as ſparks out of a furnace; when 
we would pray, the heart is as a viol out of 
tune; when we would like a bird fly up to 
heaven upon the wing of meditation, our cor- 
ruptions like a ſtring tied to the leg, pulls us 
down again, Prayer is the key that opens God's 
ſtore-houſe, and fetches out from thence thoſe 
mercies that our various wants and neceffities 
call for, All things ſhall work together for 
good to them that love God: this is a Jacob's ſtaff 
in the hand of faith, with which we may walk 
chearfully 
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chearfully to the mount of God : what will 
ſatisfy or give content if this will not? (Watſon). 
Take God from the ſoul, and it will be in- 
capable of wreſtling with ſuch a mighty ſpirit 
as the devil is. Being conſcious of our own 
imbecillity, we ſhould twiſt by faith about 
Chriſt, and in him we are more than con- 
querors. God is above the devil, ſhould be 
every tempted ſoul's motto. Were it not for a 
tempting devil, and a deceitful heart, what 
braves lives might we live. It is eaſter to reject, 


than debate the devil's arguments. He is ſooner 


conquered by prayer, then by diſputes. Revealed 
things are enough for our faith and life, leave 
the ſecret unto God alone, There is no ſword 
but the two-edged ſword of the Spirit, that will 
be found to be metal of proof, when a ſoul 
comes to fight with the devil. The word of 
God, read, heard, and meditated, is a ſovereign 


| remedy againſt the devil's temptations. The word, 


that ſword well handled in its preceptive, pro- 
miſfive, and threatning part, will ſend the devil 


packing. Learn. of Chriſt, (faith Luther,) to 


have our Bible at command, and ſatan will not 
dare to ſtay; for all the devils in hell cannot 
ſtand before the breath of the Lord's noſtrils. 
Believers, when they are tempted, ſhould plead 
as 
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A 
| as Chriſt their Saviour; Scriptum eſt, it is 


.4 


written! Give thyſelf to prayer; prayer is a 
= facrifice to God, a ſcourge to the devil, and a 
7 ſhelter to the ſoul, What the key is to the 
"wy watch, that prayer is to religion; it winds it up 
. and ſets it going. Prayer is the guard to ſe- 
1 cure the fort-royal of the heart: prayer is the 
porter to keep the door of the lips, and prayer 
i the ſtrong hilt which defends the hands. 
; Prayer is the midwife, to bring all thoſe mercies 
' into the world to the believer, which are con- 
ceived in the womb of the promiſes. Satan's 
| = power is narrower than his will and malice; 
- 
1 


- otherwiſe he had not left a church on earth: 
be hath nothing to do with the upper world. 


| Nleaven fears no devil; and therefore its gates 
1 © ſtand always open: he cannot come to the rolls 
f to blot out thy name out of the book of life. 
n Maximilian, the emperor, was ſo delighted with 
N that ſentence of Paul, If God be with us, who 
- „ ſhall be againſt us?” that he cauſed it to be 
il written upon the walls in moſt rooms of his 
0 palace. Vou are provided with armour of proof, 
No (armour of God's making as well as God's ap- 
Mt pointing) and there is none like it; you have 
s. the ſame ſword that Jeſus Chriſt and your 
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d 5 brethren have conquered the devil by. God has 
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thoughts of love in all that he doth to his 
people; the grounds of his dealing is love, and 
the ends of his dealing is love. The ſaint's 
troubles are not penal, but medicinal, Worldly 
felicity is but a painted felicity, Sometimes 
the temptation is levelled at the head. Satan 
will be diſputing againſt this truth, and that, to 
make the chriſtian, if he can, call them into 
queſtion, merely becauſe his underſtanding 
cannot underſtand them ; and he prevails with 
ſome upon this very account to blot the deity 
of Chriſt, with other myfterious truths of the 
goſpel, quite out of their creed: now faith in- 
terpoſeth between the chriſtian and this arrow. 
The doctrine of the (ec I rinitye of the creation of 
the world, of the incarnation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
of the reſurrection of the body, are quarrelled 
with by human reaſon. I have read of one that 
being ſenſible of his own deadneſs and dulneſs 
in prayer, would chide himſelf thus ; what, doſt 
thou think Jonas prayed thus, when he was in 
the belly of hell, or Daniel, when he was in 
the lion's den, or the thief, when he was upon 
the croſs? A true faith can endure the frowns 
of God, it can peep under the vizard when 
God is angry, and ſay, © Pater eſt!” it is my 
Father that looketh thus angry. It is gbſervable, 

that 
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that three things are called precious in ſcripture 
with an emphaſis! © The blood of Chrift is 
called, precious blood,” 1 Pet: i. 19. The pro- 
miſes are called, precious promiſes,” 2 Pet. i. 4. 
The faith of God's elect is called, “precious 
« faith,” 2 Pet. i. 1. Thou complaineſt thy heart 
is dead, wandering, and contracted in duty; 
O but remember, Chriſt's blood ſpeaks when 
thou canſt not: when they prayer is done, 
Chriſt's prayer is ſtil] going on; his prayer, is 
a praying without ceaſing. St. Gregory, is not 
afraid to ſay, O happy, happy, happy man was 
Adam, that ever he ſo ſinned and tranſgreſſed; 
becauſe by this means both he and we have 
found ſuch plentiful redemption, ſuch ineftima- 
ble mercy, ſuch ſuperabundant grace, ſuch fe- 
licity, ſuch eternity, and ſuch life by Chriſt's 
death! Conſcience is God' 3 pteacher in the 
boſom ;-a thouſand witneſſes for or againſt à 
man; a heaven ot hell on carth ; a great friend, 
or a great enetny. W Atberz if it be poſſible, let 
this cup paſs from me; firſt, the -voice of 


nature, let this cup pals from me! ſecondly, the 
voice of his mediatory office, nevertheleſs not 
as I will, but'as thou wilt; The firſt voice, let 
this cup pas, is a great argument of our Saviour's 
humanity, that he was a man, as well as God, 
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in that he dreads a diſſolution. Chriſt owed it 
to himſelf as a creature to defire the conſerva- 
tion of his being. The latter voice (nevertheleſs 
not as I will, but as thou wilt) expreſſeth the 
full and free conſent of his will, complying 
with the will of his Father, in that grand ever- 
laſting deſign of bringing man's ſoul unto glory. 
The ſoul is the life of the body, and Chriſt is 
the life of the ſoul, 


From Mr. Fox's Book of Martyrs. 


Mr. SAUNDERs. 


A ND this my conſcience is not grounded 
upon vain fantaſy, but upon the infallible 
verity of God's word, It is an caſy thing for 
them which take Chriſt for their true paſtor, 
and be the ſheep of his paſture, to diſcern the 
voice of their true ſhepherd, from the voice of 
wolves, hirelings and ſtrangers; for as much as 
Chriſt faith, ** My ſheep hear my voice:” yea, 
and tnereby they ſhall have the gift to know 
the right voice of the true ſhepherd, and ſo to 
follow him, and to avoid the contrary, as he 
alſo faith; ſuch inward inſpiration doth the 
Holy Ghoſt put into the children of God, being 

indeed 
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indeed taught of God, but otherwiſe unable to 
underſtand the true way of their ſalvation. 

I do hold no hereſies, but the doctrine of 
God, the bleſſed goſpel of Chriſt ; that hold I, 
that believe I, that have I taught, and that will 
I never revoke. © Blefled (ſaith our Chriſt) be 
they which hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
c neſs, for ſuch ſhall be ſatisfied,” Let us go, 
yea, let us run to ſeek treaſure, and that with 
whole purpoſe of heart to cleave unto the 
Lord, to find ſuch riches in his heavenly 
word, through his Spirit obtained by prayer. 

When I look upon myſelf, I be aſtoniſhed 
and confounded ; what have I elſe to ſay, but 
thoſe words of Peter, Lord, go from me, for 
I ama ſinful man?” but then feel I that ſweet 
comfort, The word of the Lord is a lanthorn 
© unto my feet, and a light unto my paths ; ” 
and this is my comfort in my trouble; then wax 


I bold with the ſame Peter to ſay, Lord, to 


whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the words of ever- 
& laſting life.” This comfort have I when the 
giver thereof doth give it. 


Mr. HoorkER. 


Beware of beholding too much the felicity or 
7 © miſery of this world, for the conſideration and 
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38 
too earneſt love or fear of either of them draweth 
from God. Wherefore think with yourſelves 
as touching the felicity of the world, it is good, 
but yet no otherwiſe than it ſtandeth with the 
favour of God. It is to be kept, but yet ſo far 
forth as by keeping of it we loſe not God, 
There is nothing under God but may be kept, 
ſo that God, being above all things we have, 
be not loſt; and bleſſed is that man in whom 
God's Spirit beareth record, that he is the Son 
of God, whatſoever troubles he ſuffer in thig 
troubleſome world. 


Dr. TAYLOR, 


God careth for ſparrows, and for the hairs 
of our heads, I have ever found him more 
faithful and favourable than 1s any father or 


huſband. 


Mr. BrRADrFoRD. 


For as for my doctrine, I am very certain, 
that it is and was God's truth, and by his grace 
I reſolve to give my life for it; but becauſe I 
loved not the goſpel as ſincerely as I ought, 
therefore doth he thus puniſh ; nay in puniſhing, 
he rather bleſſeth me. Indeed, I thank him 
more for this priſon, than for any parlour : yea, 

than 
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than for any pleaſure that ever T had; for in it 
I always find God my ſweeteſt and greateſt good. 
For few live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ; few regard 
the life to come; few remember the day of judg- 
ment; few remember, how Chriſt will deny 
them betore his Father, that do deny him here, 


His Farewel to Mrs. WARCUP, 


Farewel, my dear ſiſter, farewel; howbeit 
in the Lord, our Lord, I ſay farewel. In him 
ſhall you fare well, and ſo much the better, by 
how much in yourſelf you fare evil, and ſhall 
fare evil. Yours is our Chriſt wholly, yours, 
I ſay, he is, with all that ever he hath: is not 
this farewel? Mountains ſhall move, and the 
earth ſhall fall, before you find it otherwiſe, ſay 
that liar ſatan what he liſt. 


BRADFORD to SAUNDERS. 


Ah! good brother, if I could always have 
God, his majeſty, mercy, heaven, hell, &c. be- 
tore mine eyes, then ſhould I endure, as St. 


7 Paul writeth of Moſes, Heb. xi. ** He endured 
Las he that ſajy him which is inviſible,” 


67+: To 
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To Mrs. 


Patience and perſeverance are the proper 
notes, whereby God's children are known from 
counterfeits. Accuſtom yourſelf now to ſee 
God continually, that he may be all in all unto 
you; in good things behold his mercy, and 
apply it to yourſelf; in evil things and plagues 
behold his judgments, whereby learn to fear 
him. Let Chriſt crucified be your book to 
ſtudy on, and that both night and day. 

The ſoul of man doth not feed upon natural 
things; why, how then doth it feed? Anſwer, 
I think the ſoul of man doth feed as the angels 
in heaven, whoſe feeding is only the pleaſure, 
Joy, felicity, and deleQation, that they have 
of God. 


RoBteRT SAMUEL. 


Let us conſider the verity of God as invin- 
cible, inviolable, and immutable, promiſing and 
giving us his faithful ſoldiers life eternal. 


R. GLoveR, 

Yea, whoſoever hath but a little taſte or 
glimmering how precious a treaſure the king- 
dom of heaven is, will gladly ſorego both life 

and 
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and goods for the obtaining of it. But the moſt 


part now-a-days are like Eſop's cock, which 


when he had found a precious ſtone, wiſhed 
rather to have found a barley-corn ; ſo ignorant 
are they how precious a jewel the word of God 
is, that they chooſe rather the things of this 
world, which being compared to it are leſs in 
value than a barley-corn, 

He corrected his own diſtruſt in the following 
manner; What make I of God? is not his 
power as great in Litchfield, as in Coventry ? 
doth not his promiſe extend as well to Litch- 
field, as to Coventry? was he not with Ha- 
bakuk, Daniel, and Jeremy, in their moſt dan- 
gerous impriſonments? he knoweth what things 
we have need of; he hath numbered all the 
hairs of our head. The ſparrow falleth not to 
the ground, without our heavenly Father's will; 
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much more will he care for us if we be not 


faithleſs, whom he hath made worthy to be 
witneſſes of his truth. So long as we put our 


truſt in him, we ſhall never be deſtitute of his 


help, neither in priſon, in fickneſs, nor in 
health, neither in life, nor in death, neither 
before kings, biſhops, or the devil himſelf, 
much leſs one of his miniſters ſhall be able to 
prevail againſt us. 


It 


32 
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It is no arrogancy nor preſumption in any 
man, to burden God (as it were) with his pro- 
miſe, and of duty to claim and challenge his 
aid, help and aſſiſtance in all our perils, dan- 
gers and diſtreſs ; not in the confidence of our 
godlineſs, but in the truſt of his promiſes made 
in Chriſt, in whom, and by whom, and for 
whoſe ſake, whoſoever boldly approacheth to 
the mercy-ſeat of the Father, is ſure to receive 
whatſoever is expedient or neceſſary, either for 
body or ſoul, in a more bountiful manner than 
we can wiſh, or even deſire. His word cannot 
lie: “call upon me in the day of trouble, and 
&« will hear thee, and thou ſhalt praiſe me.“ 


LATIMER, 
This is to be ignorant, to know many things 
without Chriſt ; if thou knoweſt Chciſt well, 


thou knowelt enough, though thou know no 
more. 


Mr. BRA DTORb's Letter to a faithful Woman, 
inwardly afflicted. 

He that dwelleth, I fay, under God's provi- 

dence and protection, ſhail be ſafe; but if we 

Hy from it as Lot fled from Zoar, where God 

promiſed him protection, if he had dwelled 

there 
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there ſtill, we ſhall remove to our loſs, as he 
did into the mountains. 

Have you not received at his hands ſight to 
ſee your blindneſs, and thereto a deſirous and 
ſeeking heart to ſee where he lieth in the mid- 
day, as his dear ſpouſe ſpeaketh of herſelf in the 
Canticles: O Joyce, my good Joyce, what a 
gift is this! Many have ſome fight, but none 
this ſobbing and ſighing, none this ſeeking 
which you have, I know, but ſuch as he hath 
married unto him in his mercies. If you were 
a market-ſheep, you ſhould go in more fat and 
graſſy paſture; if you were for the fair, you 
ſhould be ſtall-fed, and want no wealth; but 
becauſe you are of God's own occupying, there- 
fore you muſt paſture on the bare common, 
abiding the ſtorms and tempeſts that will fall, 

For if he giveth you a dec, he will give 
you the enjoyment of what you defire, He 
would never have ſo exerciſed your faith with 
temptations as he hath done and doth, if he 
had not choſen you. Chriſt and his mercy is 
the only cauſe of our election; this Chriſt, this 
mercy, and the infallible truth of God remaineth 
for ever; and if an angel from heaven ſhould 
tell you the contrary, let him be accurſed. 
Whom look you on? on yourſelf, on your 


worthineſs, 
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worthineſs, on your thankfulneſs, on that which 
God requireth of you, as faith, hope, love, 
joy, &c. then can you not but waver indeed; 
for what have you as God requireth, do you 
believe, hope and love as much as you ought ? 
no, no, nor never can in this life. Your faith 
ſhould break through all things that are in earth, 
heaven, or hell, until you come to Chriſt cruci- 
hed, and the eternal ſweet mercies and goodneſs 
of God in him. Here is the reſting place, here 
is your ſpouſe's bed, creep into it, and in your 
arms of faith embrace him; bewail your weak- 
neſs, unworthineſs, diffidence, &c. and you 
ſhall ſee he will turn to you; nay, I ſhould 
rather have ſaid, you ſhall feel he will turn 
to you. 


Mr. SAUNDERS, 


And as yet I teſtify unto you, that the com- 
fort of my ſweet Chriſt, doth drive from my 
fancy the fear of death. But if my dear huſband 
Chriſt doth for my tryal leave me alone a little 
to myſelf, alas! I know in what caſe I ſhall be 
then; but if for my proof he do ſo, yet I am 
ſure he will not be long or far from me. 
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TrHomMas TAYLOR. 
To pray in the name of Chriſt, is to pray in 


4 the faith of his name, we may pray with the 
name of Chriſt in our mouths, and yet not in 


his name, unleſs we pray with the faith of 


Chriſt in our hearts, 


From the Rev. Mr. James Herver. 


HE doctrine of a Redeemer obeying and 
dying in our ſtead, is the very hinge and 
center of all evangelical revelations; is the very 


life and ſoul of all evangelical bleſſings. 


Both St. Peter and St. Paul ſpeak of the blood 
of ſprinkling, 1 Pet. i. 2, Heb. xii. 24. Inti- 


mating by this remarkable form of ſpeech, that 


the death of Chriſt will be of no advantage to 
the ſinner, unleſs it be applied to his heart, 
Indeed, this death is the purchaſe of every 
heavenly bleſſing; this opens the hand, opens 
the heart of God, and all the ſtores of his in- 
exhauſtible bounty. 


Original fin lies quite out of the road of 


* og und He a 


reaſon's reſearches ; it is among the wonderful 


A 22 of God's law. If we were ruined by a 


a 4 


crime Which we committed not, we are recovered 
/ a tighteouſneſs which we performed not. 
Holineſs 
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Holineſs is the health of our ſouls, and the 
eaſe of our minds. We cannot but ſpeak the 
things which we have ſeen and heard, was the 
profeſſion of the apoſtles; and if applied to 
practical godlineſs, is the experience of the 
chriſtian. | 

As it is not the robe of ſtate which makes 
the king, ſo neither is it the practice of holi- 
neſs, which makes the chriſtian. An union with 
Chriſt, an intereſt in his merits, - and the in- 
dwelling preſence of his Spirit; theſe, and no- 
thing ſhort of theſe, conſtitute the true chriſtian, 

If it be aſked, how could one act of diſ- 
obedience! produce ſuch deſtructive effects? I 
anſwer, the reality of the fact, in numberleſs 
inſtances of material nature, is plain to a de- 
monſtration; while the manner of operation, 
remains an impenetrable ſecret. Every child 
perceives the former; the great Newton is at 
a loſs for the latter. For which reaſon, I have 


always thought it better to believe what God 
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has taught, than atteinpt to explain what he 
has concealed. 
TrntRoni; Where is the remedy to be had? 
A$SPACio. Not on earth, but from heaven. 
The ſchovts of ſcience cannot diſcover it; the 
courts*of kings are unable to proctire it; the 
| college 
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college of phyſicians know not how to preſcribe 
it; but the goſpel of our ſalvation both pre- 
ſcribes and diſpenſes it. The language of Chriſt 
in his holy word is, I will bring her health and 
cure; and the beginning of our cure is, to be 


| | ſenſible of our diſorder, The valley of Achor 


is a door of hope. 


Turn me, O thou God of my falvation, turn 


me from purſuing phantoms, and attach me to 
thy bleſſed ſelf; let me henceforth ſteer an in- 


variable courſe to Immanuel's kingdom. May 
its treaſures, as I advance, open to my view, 
and its glories brighten in my eye. O! may 
fome odours, better, far better, than Sabæan 


” ſpicy odours, exhale from the dclectable hills, 
and the celeſtial ſhores | But chiefly thou eter- 
nal Spirit breathe. upon my foul, both by thy 
convineing and comfortable influences! nor ever 
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ceaſe to ſwell my ſails, and ſpeed my progreſs, 


till I arrive at the land that is very far off and 


fee the King, the King of Grace and of Glory, 
in all his ineffable beauty. 

Jill my intereſt in the divine Redeemer is 
aſcertained, the ſpring may bloom, the ſummer 
ſnine, and autumn ſwell with fruits; but it will 
be winter, cheatleſs, gloomy, defolate winter 
in my ſoul. And this we ſhould never forget, 
that 
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that the grand end which God propoſes, in all 


his favourable diſpenſations to fallen man, is, to 
demonſtrate the ſovereignty, and advance the 
glory of his grace. 

Has the Lord given you a deſire to believe in 
his dear Son? doubt not, but he will alſo give 
you the power. Does God the Lord bring to 
the birth, and not give ſtrength to bring forth? 
that be far from him 

Unbelief is in the volume of Revelation de- 
clared a capital crime. Unbelief treats God as 
A lar, becauſe it rejects. the teſtimony which 
he has bore concerning his beloved Son. 

As the teleſcope to the eye, ſo is revelation 
to the underſtanding it diſcovers truths, which, 
excluſive of ſuch a diſcovery, had been ever hid 
from the moſt ſagacious minds. It is ſtrange to 
the unlearned obſerver, that this ponderous globe 
of earth and ſeas, ſhould wheel its rapid circuit 
round the ſun; but the teleſcope has rendered 
this fact clear to a demonſtration. It is ſtrange 
likewiſe to our natural apprehenſions, that we 
ſhould die in Adam, and be undone by our firſt 
parents diſobedience ; nor leſs ſo, that we ſhould 
be made alive in Chriſt, and derive our recovery 
from his imputed righteouſneſs ; but revelation 
makes this ane as certain, as it is comfort- 
able. How 
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with the divine Majeſty, all depend upon this 
capital point. 
God, the almighty Creator, and ſupreme 


© Governor of the world, having made man, gave 
him a law, with a penalty annexed, in caſe of 
| diſobedience. This ſacred lay bur fore: father 
Adam preſumptuouſly broke; and we, his pbſ- 


J terity, were involved in his guilt. Or, ſhould 


that point be controverted, we have uhdehlably 
made, by many perſonal tranſgreſſions, his apof- 
tacy our own; inſomuch, that all have ſinned, 

| have forfeited their happineſs, and refered 
- themlſelyes obnoxious to puniſhment. | 


A weight of <woe more than ten world; could bear, 


May we all be ſacred critics! have, not only 
a refined taſte to reliſh fiich elegancies of com- 
poſttion; but an awakened heart tb feel the 


energy of ſich important truths ! 
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As Acio. It may not, thy deat friend, agret 
With out natural appreenftons; fibr fall in with 
E the 


45 
Fa way 1 be juſtificd before God; my Ma- 
rer, my Governor, and my Judge? is an en- 
1 7 quiry, of all others, the moſt intereſting and 
important: it is the main hinge, on which 
= every inſtance of practical religion turns. True 
comfort, willing obedience, holy commumion 
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the plan which we might have deſired for the 
ſalvation of mankind, but this is the voice of 
ſcripture, and a maxim never to be forgotten, 
God's thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor 
« his ways as our ways. His righteouſneſs is 
« like the ſtrong mountains, and his judgments 
are like the great deep :” the former immo- 
vable, the latter unſearchable. We are ſaved 
by grace through faith ; by grace imputing, 
through faith accepting, the righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thou art weighed in the balances and 
found wanting,” is evidently written in all 
I am, all I have, all I do. The knowledge 
of God is the foundation of all vital religion, 
and, indeed, is the conſummation of human 
happineſs. How highly would the ambitious 
courtier prize, and how frequently would he 
uſe a privy key, that ſhould give him, at all 
hours, free admittance to his ſovereign. "This 
key of admittance, only to an infinitely more 


exalted Potentate, we all poſſeſs in the practice 
of mental aſpirations to God. 


. Moſt Moſt charming humility ! moſt indearing 
gentleneſs ! He who rideth upon the heavens as 
it were upon an horſe, and maketh the clouds 
his chariot, to atone for my pride, and to en- 


2 courage 
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4 courage my hope, diſdained not, in the days of 
his fleſh, to ride upon an aſs. True joy is a 
= ſerious thing; it is the child of ſedate thought, 


not the ſpawn of intemperate mirth, 


55 
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ET us carry this about with us as a prin- 
ciple of holy life, to know that our good 

is hid up in God, and not in the creature; ſo 
that if all help were taken away, yet we have it 
immediately, purer and better in the fountain. 
What if there were not a creature in the world 
to help me, what if all were againſt me, yet 
God may make all their powers and endeayours 
fruitleſs. Let the mountains be caſt into the 
midſt of the ſea, and let the earth and all rage, 
as the Pſalmiſt ſays, and let things run upon a 
head, come what can come, God is where he 
was, and God's children are where they were, 
in regard of the main comfort; they cannot be 
in ſuch a condition as that they can be deprived 
of their God, and of his aſſiſtance. From 
« me is thy fruit found.” So in the loſs of 
friends, having this and that took from us, ah, 
but God is not taken from us. He who derives 


g comfort by this or that friend, can ſupply it 


E 2 better 


52 A LISRARY 


better by his own ſpirit. If we could conceive 
all God's ways, then they were not God's 
ways ; for in his ways to us he will ſo carry 
them, as he will ſhew himfelf to be above and 
beyond our ſhallow conceits. If we take with 
us words of prayer, we ſhall be ſure to vanquiſh 
all our ſpiritual enemies; for faithful prayer 
works wonders in heaven and earth. What 
food to that which is miniſtred to us in the 
word and ſacraments, Chriſt himſelf to feed us 
to life eternal; and what raiment to the raiment 
of juſtification, for Chriſt to cloath theſe poor 
fouls of ours — poor, naked, beggarly fouls. 
Since che fall, all our happineſs is out of our- 
ſelves; > 3 it 1s, s derived from God in Chriſt, and it 
is taken out of the promiſes of God in the word; 
for God will be ſeen in Chriſt, and God and 
Chriſt will be ſeen in the glaſs of the ordinances 
till we come to heaven, and there we ſhall ſee 
face to face: ſo that now all our happineſs is 
fetched by looking on the love of God out cf 
ourſelves, fetched out of the ordinances. There 
are many excellent, beautiful things in. Chriſt; 
wonderful grace and comfort, If theſe be diſ- 
covered in the word, and we have ho ſenſes, 
and no light, if there be not lighe in the under- 
Aandipg, God fhall want his glory, and we 
$834 5-4 9 the 
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the comfort. Therefore, I ſay, let us turn all 
our_defires into prayers, to maintain petpetual 
communion and acquaintance wi e with God Oh ! 
it is a gainful and comfortable a acquaintance. 
When our hearts are right, we cannot but think 
comfortably of Chriſt. In the time of deſertion 
and temptation we have grace, but we know it 
not; a right to comfort, but we feel it not. 
He that will come to fee the height, and breadth, 
and depth of God's love in Chrift, muſt ſee-the 
height, and breadth, and depth of his- own cor+ 
ruption, and our miſery by it out of Chiiſt: 
and they are good thoughts for us, eyery day to 
think of theſe two objects, the miſery of the 
condition of man out of Chriſt, and the excel- 
lency now that we have in Jeſus Chriſt. 

Let it therefore be a ſingular comfort to us, 
that in all wants, fo in that of friends, when 
we have none to go to, yet we have God, to 
whom we may freely pour out our hearts, there 
being no place in the world that can reſtrain us 
from his preſence, or his Spirit from us; he 
can hear us and help us in all places. What a 
bleſſed eſtate is this; none can hinder us from 
driving this trade with Chriſt in heaven. He 
that can pray, can never be much uncomfort- 
able, It would dead the heart of any man, to 

| E 3 perform 
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perform ſervice where it ſhould not be accepted, 
and the eye turned aſide, not vouchſafing a 
gracious look upon it; this would be a killing 
of all comfortable endeavours. But when all 
that is good is accepted, and what is amiſs is 
pardoned ; when a broken deſire, a cup of cold 
water ſhall not go unteſpected, nay, unre- 
warded, what can we deſire more. 

It is infidelity which is diſhonourable to God, 
and uncomfortable to ourſelves; that makes us 
ſo barren and cold in duties ; only let our care 


be to approve our hearts unto Chriſt. 


We ought to take notice of the works of God 
in creation and providence, when we ſee the 


plants, ſtars, and ſuch like, or elſe we diſho- 


nour God. What then ſhould we do for his 


gifts and graces in his children, that are above 
theſe in dignity, ſhould we not take notice of 


what is graciouſly good, and praiſe God for 


it ? Some are content to have benefit by Chriſt, 


as his righteouſneſs to cover them, &c, but 2 7 
they deſire not grace to entertain Chriſt ; but a a 
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heart truly gracious, deſireth both to delight in 


Chriſt, and that Chriſt may delight in it. It 
deſireth grace together with mercy, holineſs + 


with happineſs. 


Chriſt 


* 
* 
bel 
£4 
7 
"2X 
1 
15 
75 
21 
71 
* a P 
cf 
6 * 
»* 
x * 


RE EE. at. a rg 


or DivinITyY. 55 


Chriſt maketh us a feaſt ; a feaſt firſt with 
regard of the choice rarities we have in Chriſt : 
we have the beſt, and the beſt of the beſt, The 
comforts we have from Chriſt, are the beſt com- 
forts, the peace the beſt peace, the privileges 
the higheſt privileges; his fleſh crucifhed for us 
to ſatisfy divine juſtice, is meat indeed; his 
blood ſhed for us, is drink indeed ; that is the 
beſt, the only meat and drink to refreſh our 
ſouls, becauſe theſe feed our fouls, and that to 
eternal life. The love of God the Father in 
giving Chriſt to death, and Chriſt's love in giv- 
ing himſelf, together with full contentment to 
divine juſtice, this gift it is that the ſoul eſpe- 
cially feeds on. What could Chriſt give us bet- 
ter than himſelf to feed on ? he thought nothing 
elſe worthy for the ſoul to feed on; and this it 
daily feeds on, as daily guilt ariſeth, from the 
breaking out of the remainder of corruption. 

No man knows how to uſe earthly things buy 
a Chriſtian, that hath firſt pitched his love on 
Chriſt, then ſeeing all things in him, and in all 
them a beam of that love of his, intending hap- 
pineſs to him, ſo he knows how to uſe every 
thing in order. 

There is no gry io e tings wherein 
whatſoever the one hath, the other hath not the 
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Ina feaff, becauſe it is intended for rejoicing, 
there is mufic ; and what muſic like to the ſweet 
harmony between God reconciled in Chriſt and 
the foul, and between the ſoul and itſelf, in 
inward peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, ſhed- 
ding the love of Chriſt in the ſoul. We do not 
only joy, but glory under hope of glory, and 
in afflictians, and in God now as ours, in 
whom now, by Chriſt, we have an intereſt. 
When we come ſorrowful to this feaſt, we de- 
part chearful, This, as David's harp, ſtills all 
paſſions and diſtempers of ſpirit. 

. God's children never totally fall from grace; 
though they ſleep, yet their heart is awake; the 
grace of God ſometimes fails in the outward 
action, in the field, when, yet it retireth to the 
heart, ip which fort is is impregnable. As 
Chriſt ſaid of Lazarus, ſo a man may ſay of a 
Chriſtian in his worſt ſtate; his life is in him 
ſtill; he is not dead, but fleeps; his heart wak- 
eth, This is faund doctrine and comfortable, 
agreeable to ſcripture, and the experience of 
God's people, We muſt not loſe it therefore, 


put make uſe of it againſt the time of tempta - 


tion. There are ſome pulſes that diſcover life 
in the ſickeſt man, ſo there are ſome breathing: 
and ſpititual motions of the heart, that will 
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comfort in ſuch times. Theſe two never fail 
on God's part; his love which is unchangeable,' 
and his grace a fruit of his love; and two on 
our part, the impreſſion of that love, and the 
gracious work of the new creature. Chriſt 
never dies (ſaith the apoſtle) as he never dies 
in himſelf (after his reſurrection) fo he never 
dies in his children, there is always ſpiritual 
life. | | | 
God ſpeaks to us after the manner of men, 
but he works in us as the great God. He 
ſpeaks to us as a man in our own language 
ſweetly, but he works in us almightily, after a 
powerful manner as God; ſo we muſt under- 
ſtand ſuch phraſes as theſe, “I knock”, 

Chriſt hath never enough of us, nor we have 
never enough of him, till we be in heaven, 
and therefore we pray, ** thy kingdom come.” 
What's in our joy, if Chriſt be not there ? 


worldly joy, which cleaves to things worſe 


than itſelf, If our hearts that are naturally 
cold, be heated with the love of divine things, 
certainly we may ſay, Chriſt hath ſhined here 
firſt ; for naturally our hearts are of a cold tem- 
per; there is no ſuch thing as ſpiritual love 
growing in our natures and hearts. You have 
many poor ſouls helped witk this, who cannot 

tell 
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tell whether Chriſt loves them or no, but this. 
helps them a little, they can find undoubted 
arguments of their love to Chriſt, his image, 
and ſervants, and of reliſhing the word, tho” 
they find much corruption; and this their 
love to divine things tells them by demonſtra- 
tions from the effects, that Chriſt loves them, 
becauſe there is no love to divine and ſuper- 
natural things, without the love of Chriſt firſt. 

This is the main point in religion, and the 
comfort of chriſtians, to ſee their perfection in 
Jeſus Chriſt, &c. to be loſt in themſelves (as 
it were) and to be only found in him, not 
having their own righteouſneſs, but the righte- 


ouſneſs of God in him. This is a myſte'y 


which none knows but a believing ſoul ; none 
ſee corruption more, none ſee themſelves freed 
more; they have an inward fight to fee corrup- 
tion, and an inward faith to ſee God takes not 
advantage at it. 

To have reaſons ready from ſcripture is an 
excellent thing, when we are able to juſtify 
whatſoever we do by the word, againſt all the 
quarrels of our own hearts and others. This 
ſhould teach us the neceſſity of dependance 
vpon Chriſt, for whatſoever we have, or would 
have, which dependance upon Chriſt is the life 

of 
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bot our life, the ſoul of our ſouls. We find ex- 
1h perience of the grace of Chriſt, eſpecially when 
we ſtir up ourſelves to endeavour. Many ar- 
guments there be to ſhew that the ſoul is a pre- 
cious thing; it was breathed by God at firſt; 
Chriſt gave his life to redeem it : but this is an 
eſpecial one, that God hath ordained andeftabliſh- 
ed a miniſtry and watchmen over it. Take 
thoſe who at any time have had experience of 
the love of God, and of Chriſt formerly ; take 
them at the worſt, you ſhall find from them 
ſome ſparkles of grace, broken ſpeeches of tryed 
ſecret comfort, ſome inward ſtrength and ſtrug- 
gling againſt corruptions ; their ſpirits endea- 
youring to recover themſelves from ſinking too 

low, and alſo ſomething withſtanding both - 
deſpair and corruption. Take a chriſtian at the 
worſt, there will be a diſcovery of the Spirit of 
Chriſt left in him, notwithſtanding all deſertion. 
This is univerſally in all in ſome meaſure, 
though perhaps it is not diſcerned by a chriſtian 
himſelf, but by thoſe that are able to judge ; 
ſometimes others can read our evidences better 
than ourſelves. A chriſtian that is in temp- 
tation cannot judge of his own ſtate, but others 
can, and ſo at the worſt he hath always ſome- 
what left in him, whereby he may be comfort- 
ed. 
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ed, Chriſt never leaves his church and children 
that are his, wholly; thoſe that are wholly left, 
they never had faving grace. As Achitophel, 
Cain, Saul, and Judas, were left to themſelves ; 
but for the children of God, if ever they found 
the power of ſanctifying grace, Chriſt whom 
he loves, he loves to the end, from whom he 
departs not, unleſs he leaves ſomewhat behind 
him, that ſets an edge upon the deſires to ſeek 
after him. To ſpeak a little of the matter of 
the charge, I ü am fick of love.” I love him 
becauſe I have found comfort, ſtrength and 
fweetneſs from him; that I cannot be without 
Him. To be love-ſick then in the preſence of 
the church, is to have ſtrong affections to 
©Ehriſt, from which comes wondrous diſquiet- 
nels of fpirit in his abſence. There are few in 
the world fick of this difeafe; I would there 
were more fick of the love of Chriſt, There 
are many that ſurſeit rather of fulneſs, who 
think we have too much of this manna, of this 


- preaching of the goſpel; there is too much of 


this knowledge of the ordinances, theſe are not 
ſick of love. Doth Chriſt think us fair for the 
good we have? doth he not altogether value us 
by our ill? and ſhall we believe fatan, who 
joins with the diſtempers of melancholly we are 
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in, which he uſeth as à weapon againſt the 


ſoul, to make us think otherwiſe? Satan is not 
only a murtherer, but a liar from the beginning. 
We muſt not believe an enemy and a liar with 
al; but conſider how Chrift and the churcly 
judgeth, that have better diſcerning; and let us 
beware, we be not ſatans to ourſelves, for if 
there were no devil, yet in the time of tempta- 
tion and deſertion we are ſubject to diſcourage- 
ment, to give falfe witneſs againſt ourſelves ; 
we are apt to look on the dark fide of the clouds. 

It is not enough to know that there are ex- 
cellencies in Chriſt to draw us to him, but 
there muft be a fight of our miſery ; what beg- 
gars we are, and how indebted: Before we 
are in Chriſt we are not our own; the devil 


k lays claim to us that we are his; death lays 
claim to us we are under ſin ; we cannot ſatisfy 
> one of a thouſand, therefore this inforceth us 
to make out to join with him that can diſcharge 


all our debts, anſwer all our ſuits; and nonſuit 
fatan in the court of heaven. The world thinks 
them a company of filly mean people, that 
make choice of Chriſt, religion, the word, and 
fuch things: but here is a- juſtification of their 


choice, they chooſe Him that is the chiefeſt of 
ten thouſand. When is che word of God pre- 
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cious as gold, ſweeter than honey and the 
honey-comb, but when the former commenda- 
tion takes place ; when the word is perfect, con- 
verting the ſoul? and when is it ſure, making 
wiſe the ſimple, and where the fear of the 
Lord is clean? there it is more to be deſired 
than fine gold, and ſweeter than the honey- 
comb ! ſo the church here, finding firſt of all 
the word to be a converting word, and giving 
underſtanding to the ſimple, ſhe cannot but 
ſpeak of the ſweetneſs of the word of Chriſt : 
his lips are as lillies, dropping ſweet ſmelling 
myrrh ; his mouth is moſt ſweet ! Thus a man 
may know his eſtate in grace, by his reliſh of 
the word ; there is a heavenly and divine reliſh 
in the word of God: as for inſtance, take the 
doctrine of his providence, that all things ſhall 
work together for the beſt to them that love 
God, what a ſweet word is this! a whole 
kingdom 13 not worth this promiſe, that what- 
ever befalls a chriſtian in this world, there is 
an over-ruling providence to ſway all to good; 
to help forward his eternal good ; that Chriſt 
will be preſent with us in all conditions, that 
he will give us his holy Spirit, that if we con- 
feſs our ſins and lay them open, he is merciful 
to forgive them; that if our ſins were as red as 
ſcarlet, 
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ſcarlet, they ſhall all be white as wool. What 
kind of incredible ſweetneſs is in theſe to a 
heart that is prepared for theſe comforts ? The 
doctrine of reconciliation, of adoption, of glory 
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of to come, of the offices of Chriſt, and ſuch like 
bo ſweet are they, they reliſh wonderfully to 
| 5 a ſanctified ſoul. Theſe truths that come out 


of the mouth of Chriſt, and out of the miniſtry 


concerning Chriſt, they are moſt ſweet of all. 


Oh ! how ſweet were thoſe words to the poor 
man? „ thy ſins are forgiven thee !” Do you 
think they went not to his heart? The beſt 
diſcovery of a true affection to Chriſt, and of a. 
true ſtate in grace, is from our affection to the 
word of Chriſt : wherever there is an intereſt 
in Chriſt, there is a high reſpect to the word. 

If our hearts tells us, we have no diſpoſition 
to pardon, to be at peace and agreement ; then 
do we but take God's name in vain, when we 
aſk him to forgive our fins and we continue in 
malice, 

The church is always beloved, a ſpouſe, a 
friend ; and in that ſtate of grace, how many 


intercourſes be there, the foundation of God's 


love to us, and grace in us always remaining 
the ſame; once beloved, for ever beloved. A 
chriſtian, by the power of God's Spirit in him, 

: is 
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Is ſenſible of thi eviitfaritties in him, cömp̃lains, 
and is aſhiamed fot the fame; but ati hypoctite 
is not ſo, he is not ſenſiblè of his fleepineſs. 
If we ſhould HE whit is the reaſon there be ſo 
tiatty that apoſtazied, fall away, grow pro- 
Phane, and aft ſo unfruitful undef the goſpel; 
Hotwithftahding they hear ſo much as they do; 
the anſwer is, their fouls were never founded 
and bottomed upon this, that it is the word of 
God, and divine truth; fo as to be able to ſay, Þ . 
1 have felt it by experience, that it is the voice 
of Cbtiſt. How ſhall we know whether Chrift 
dwells in our hearts or not? we may know by 
the ſervants whit maſter dwells in an houfe : 
i Chriſt be in the ſoul, there comes out of the 
houſe good ſpeeches, and we watch the ſenſes, 
fo as there comes nothing in to defile the foul, 
and diſturb Chriſt; and riething goes out to 
offend God. 

Again, where Chrift comes, affiſtance comes 
there. When Chriſt was born, all Jeruſalem 
was in an uproar : ſo'whttt Chrift is born in the 
foul, there is an uproar; corruption arms itſelf 
againſt grace; there is a cbitibat betwixt fleſh 
and Spirit; but Chriſt fubddes the fleſh by lit- 
te _ little. 
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- Tf we find a ſpirit to pray, a ſpirit to wait and 
to hold out; it is an argument, that God either 
hath or will hear thoſe prayers. It is a ſign of 
future victory, when we are diſcontent with 


XX our preſent ill ſtate. 


As in the gloomieſt day that ever was, there 


was light enough to make it day, and to diſtin- 
guiſh it from night, (though the ſun did not 
ſhine;) ſo in the moſt diſconſolate ſtate of a 


„ „464 
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to ſhew that the ſun of righteouſneſs is there, 
and that Chriſt hath ſhined upon the ſoul; that 
itis day with the ſoul, and not night, It is for 
our good, to prepare us for farther bleſſings, 
to mortify and ſubdue our corruptions, to in- 
large the capacity of the ſoul, that the Lord 
abſents himſelf: therefore Bernard faith well, 
„ Chriſt comes and goes away for our good.“ 
It is ſufficient for us, if God will bring us 
any way to heaven, as the bleſſed apoſtle ſaith, 
Phil. iii. 11.“ If by any means I might attain 
to the reſurrection of the dead,” either thro” 
thick or thin, if God will bring me to heaven, 
it is no matter. Take a chriſtian at the worſt, 
when he is aſleep, he loves Chriſt ; he will do 
nothing againſt him; © can do nothing (ſaith 
„Paul) againſt the truth, but for the truth ;” 
F he 


XX chriſtian ſoul, there is light enough in the ſoul 
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he will do nothing againſt the cauſe ot religion; 
there is a new nature in him, that he cannot 
do otherwiſe ; he cannot but love, he cannot 
fn with. a full purpoſe, nor ſpeak againſt a good 
cauſe, becauſe he hath a new nature that leads 
him another way: "Chriſt is her beloved's ſill, 
though ſhe ſleep ; therefore, take a chriſtian 
at the loweſt, his heart yearns after Chriſt, 
How ſhall we know light, to be light? it car- 
ries evidence in itſelf that it is light. How 
know we that the fire is hot ? becauſe it carries 
evidence in itſelf that it is ſo.. So if you aſk, 
How we : know th the word | of MY to be the 


a 


ments gy chambers, that the foul can ſay, 


none but this word can be the word of God; 
it hath ſuch; a majeſty and power, to caſt down 
and to raiſe up, and to comfort and to direct 
with ſuch power and majeſty, that it carries 
with it its own evidence, and it is argument 
enough for it. 

A ſanctified fancy will make every creature 
a ladder to heaven. 


The greateſt and hardeſt work of a c chriſtian | ; | 


is leaſt in ſight, which is the well ordering of 
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his beart. It is a nevet- failing rule of diſ- 
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cerning a man to be in x the ſtate of grace, when 
0 he 
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oe finds every condition draw him nearer to 
WF God. Come to this point once, truſt, God I 
RE ought, therefore truſt God I will, come what 
may, or will. Here is a great mercy, that 
XX when David had (a little) let go his hold of 
God, yet God would not let go his hold of 
nim. When the ſoul leaves God once, it loſes 
its way and itſelf. All grace and holineſs, all 
1 = ſweetneſs of affection, all power and wiſdom, 


Kc. as it is in him, ſo it is from him; and we 


come to conceive theſe properties to be in God, 
E 3 by feeling the comfort and power of them in 
= ourſelves. 
In thoſe that are truly converted, all ſaving 
® truths are tranſcribed out of the ſcripture into 
their hearts; they are taught of God: ſo as 
* they find all truths, both concerning the ſim- 
ple eſtate, and the gracious and happy eſtate of 
man, in themſelves; they carry a divinity in 
: 3 them and about them ; ſo as from a ſaving feel- 
3 1 ing they can ſpeak of converſion, of grace, and 
the comforts of the Spirit, &c. and from this 


acquaintance are ready to yield, and give up 
themſelves to truth revealed, and to Ve ſpeak- 
ing by it. 

6 Whatſoever is beſide God, is but a creature; 
and whatſoeyer is in the creature, is but bot- 
| F 2 rowed, 


ce 


— . 


63 
rowed, and at God's diſpoſal and changeable; 


or elſe it were not a creature, 

O!] if we had but faith to anſwer thoſe glo- 
rious truths which God hath revealed, what 
manner of lives ſhould we lead! The devil 
fears not us, but him whom we fly unto for 
fuccour ; it is the ground we ſtand on ſecures 
ns, not ourſelyes- To begin with troubles of 
the ſpirit, which indeed are the ſpirit of trou- 
bles ; as difabling that which ſhould uphold a 
man in all his troubles. If Chriſt be the phy- 
fician, it is no matter of how long continuance 
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the diſeaſe be. God will have his children, firſt |. 7g 
or laſt, to feel what fin is, and how much they » 
are beholding to him for Chriſt, Whoſoever is 4 


the inſtrument of any good, yet ſalvation is of 
the Lord ; whatſoever brings it, he fends it, 
That God is our God, more cannot be ſaid, 
and leſs will not ſerve the turn. O beloved! 
the whole world cannot weigh againſt this one 


comfort, that God is ours. A moth may cor- 


rupt, a thief may take away that we have here, 
but who can take our God away? Fleſh and 
blood think nothing is cared for, but what it 
ſeeth cared for by itſelf. It hath no eyes to ſee a 
guard of providence, a guard of angels : it takes 


no knowledge, that that is beſt cared for that 
| | | God 
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dd cares for. God and ours joined together, 


3 make up the full comfort of a chriſtian, 
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God,“ there is all to be had; but what is 
that to me, unleſs he be my God? 


From Mr, ELTOx's Expoſition of the 
Epiſtle to the Coloſians. 


E T this therefore ſink and ſettle into every 
one of our hearts, that Jeſus Chriſt is 


74 our keeper; and it will make us love him, 
© cleave to him, and be of good courage in the 
* waves of the ſea of this troubleſome world, 
and fear nothing. True friends will draw near 


to comfort us in diſtreſs, when ſtrangers will 


flee from us; and if the world be a ſtranger to 
hee, and thou to it, what ſhall be able to com- 
fort thee ? ſurely nothing: and therefore never 
: "reſt, till thou be familiarly acquainted with the 


word of God: put it not from thee to ſcholars 


and divines ; no, no, if thou look for comfort 
in life, in death, in the day of judgment, la- 


bour thou in plentiful meaſure to be acquainted 


wich the word of God: there is no mere crea— 
5 1 ture (either in heaven or in earth) worthy to 


de joined with God, and to have any part 
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of divine worſhip ; he is God over all, and he 


alone is to be magnified and praiſed for ever. 

True and jnfalliable marks and notes of ca- 
nonical ſcripture, viz, 1. The evidence of the 
Spirit imprinted in the ſcripture, and ſhewing 
itſelf in every line of it: 2. The purity and 
perfection of ſcripture: 3. The conſent of one 
part with another: 4. The antiquity of it: 5. 
The majeſty of it in plainneſs of ſpeech: 6. 
The power of it over the conſcience: 7. The 
wonderful effect of it; the goſpel being contrary 
to man's corrupt nature, yet hath it in all ages 
won men to it: 8. The certain prophecies of 
things to come, which none but God could 
foretell: 9. The admirable ' preſervation of it, 
againſt time and tyrants: 10. The devil's rage 
againſt them that follow it: 11. The judgments 
of God, that have befallen ſuch as oppoſed it: 
12. The conſtant ſufferings of many millions, 
that have ſhed their blood for the goſpel of 
Chriſt. 

„ Hid fince the world began.” The in- 
ference upon this by way of uſe might be to 
prove, that the ſending of Chriſt into the world 
was decreed ; that the permiſſion of the fall of 
man was decreed, and his redemption by Chriſt 
alſo was decreed, in the eternal counſel of God; 
of but 
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but I paſs by theſe things: yet let the eternity 
of the goſpel be thought on by as many as 
truly believe the promiſe of the goſpe), it may 
ſerve to ſtrengthen and confirm them in never 
failing comfort: for as many as by true faith 
reſt upon the promiſe of the goſpel, touching 
remiſſion of fins and juſtification by Chriſt, may 
be ſure that the ground on which they reſt will 
never fail them. The goſpel is eternal, coming 
out of the boſom of God the Father ; therefore 
as immutable and unchangeable as God himſelf: 
and as impoſſible it is, that he that doth reſt 
upon the promiſe of the goſpel, touching life 
and ſalvation, ſhould be deceived, as he that 
reſteth upon God himſelf, who cannot poſſibly 
he nor deceive : “ All the promiſes of God in 
« Chriſt, are yea, and amen,“ ſaith the apoſ- 
tle, 2 Cor. i. 20. that is, they are certain and 
infallible, 

The goſpel was not revealed for many gene- 
rations to the Gentiles; to enquire into the 
cauſe were curiofity and bold preſumption : we 
are rather to adore the ſecret judgments of God; 
and for the revelation of the goſpel to us, to 
magnify the mercy of God, and to become 
thankful. It is the whole joy and felicity of 
the ſaints and angels in heaven, to glorify God; 

F 4 they 
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they are ſo raviſhed with the love of it, that 
they never wax weary in ſounding forth the 
praiſe of God, Rev. iv. 8. 

Whatſvever is to be known and believed of 
us to ſalvation, is in one place of ſcripture vr 
other plainly ſet forth, and eaſily to be unde: - 
ſtood of all them that read diligently, mark at- 
tentively, pray earneſtly, and judge humbly, 
We ſhall find, that where any thing neceſſary to 
be known to ſalvation is delivered by trope or 
figure, or any thing obſcurely, the ſame in 
another place is explained. We are therefore 
to know and acknowledge, that God is every 
where preſent, though not ſeen of us. And it 
we would farther be reſolved of this point, for 
the ground of it, conſider we but that which 
experience may teach us, namely this, men 
many times who fin in ſecret, and have no eye 
of man looking on them, yet notwithſtanding 
they tremble and fear: whence comes this ? 
ſurely their own conſcience tells them, that 
their cloſe and ſecret ſins are ſeen of God, 
though he be not ſcen of them. 

The goſpel is then powerful in thee, when 
nothing in thee by nature 13 able to withſtand 
the power of it; when thou doſt feel it over- 
ruling thine own reaſon, and bcaring down the 

| rebellion 
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rebellion of thy will and affections, and what 
fin ſoever is moſt pleaſing unto thee. For rea- 
ſon teacheth that truth is ſimple and one; ſav- 
ing truth is the truth of the goſpel, and there 
is but one goſpel; one in number, no more; 
and therefore but one way of ſalvation, that is 
by true faith in Chriſt. And in the life to come 
(as many as go to heaven) ſhall ſee God in a 
moſt excellent manner, and with ſuch comfort, 
as no heart can comprehend. I he more godly 
thou art, the more need haſt thou to pray; be- 
cauſe ſatan will be buſieſt againſt thee, and 
thou art the readicit to be puffed up with a con- 
ceit of thy knowledge and remembrance of holy 
things, And withal remember, if the Lord 
give thee grace, to perſevere in prayer, he de- 
ferring to grant thy requeſt, that is a more ex- 
cellent gift than the thing thou ſueſt for, and 
exceeding pleaſing to God, 


From Mr. GuRNALIL's Chriſtian Armour. 


9 which brings comfort to the greateſt 
ſaint in a time of diſtreſs, is the ſame 
which comforts the meaneſt in the family, and 
that is the love and favour of God, intereſt in 
Chriſt, &c, the precious promiſes, which in 
him 
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him are yea, and amen. Whatſocver thou beg - 
geſt of God, ſorget not a ſincere heart. All 
the private ends of a fincere foul are ſwallowed 
up in this, that he may do the will of God in 
his generation; this he heartily prays for, © thy 
vill be done,” this is his ſtudy to find what 
is the good and acceptable will of God, which 
is the cauſe why he loves the Bible above all 
other books, becauſe in none but that, can he 
find what is the mind and will of God concern- 
ing him. 

No pity dwells in a devil's heart : none ſink 
ſo deep in hell, as thoſe that fall into it with a 
ſtumble at Chriſt. There is a vaſt difference 
between converſing with ordinances, and hav- 
ing communion with God. God counts s him- 
ſelf forgot, when we forget his word, and keep 
not cloſe to that. Whatever we do, or would 
have, prayer is neceſſary, be it ſmall or great. 


Where canſt thou be, or what can thy eye light 
upon, that may not bring God to thy remem- 
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brance, and give thee a fair fair occaſion to lift up 


thy y hearf to him ? He is pretent with thee in 
every company z ; thou canſt uſe no creature, 
enjoy no mefcy, fee! no affliction, and put thy 
hand to no work, which will not prompt thee, 
either to beg his counſel, ſeck his blefling, 

Crave 
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crave his protection, or give him praiſe for his 


gracious providence over thee. God is every 
where to be found, at church and at home, 
with our family, and in our cloſet; and there- 
fore we are to pray every where. Oh ! what a 
comfort is it to a gracious foul, that he can 
never be out of God's ſight or hearing, wherever 
he is thrown, and therefore never out of his 
care! for it is ought of fight out of mind. 
This. is the glorious privilege of every ſaint on 
earth, who when he e prays, hath liberty to 


come up to the throne of God, , ſurrounded with 
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glorious angels. O thank our ur good friend and 
brother, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for this. There 
is but one true rule, the word of God; and 
therefore we may ſoon know v which is falſe. 

A ſoul that truly loves Chriſt, delights in 
holineſs ; all his ſtrength is laid out upon them; 
may he but excel in this one thing, be more 
holy, more heavenly, he will give others leave 
to run before him in any thing elſe. But the 
chriſtian hath one ſtanding rule, the word of 
God ; ; able to make the man of God perfect: 
now he that would excel in the power of ho- 
lineſs, muſt ſtudy this. Thus true holineſs is 
that which is derived from Chriſt, when" the 
ſoul ſets Chriſt in his word, and Chriſt in his 


example 
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example before him, and labours to draw every 
line in his life by theſe: O! this is a ſweet 
way indeed to maintain the power of holineſs, 
God ſometimes corrects with outward croſſes, 
but © ſmiles with inward manifeſtations, and then 
wipes them, as I may ſo ſay, with a roſemary 
rod; the one ſweetens and alleviates the other. 
At another time he ſends a croſs, and incloſeth 
a frown in it: indeed God often ſends ſo many 
troops of various afflictions to quarter upon 
ſome one chriſtian, that it puts him hard to it 
to bid all welcome, and entertain them with pa- 
tience : yea, it would poſe any one (that knows 
not what ſervice the word of God doth the 
chriſtian, and the ſupplies it brings him in) 
to conceive how his ſpirit ſhould be kept, and 
his faith from being eaten up, and ſwallowed 
into deſpair by them; but the word of God 
bears all the charges he is at: this is his coun- 
 cellor and comforter. God's wounds cure, 
ſins kiſſes Kill: there is not another ſword like 
this in all the world, that can cure with cutting. 


This is the way of God to lead us to God; 


„ — —— ͤ —̃ —— — — — „ 
yea, the only way: no way will bring us to 


God, ua this of the word; neither can we 
walk in this way of God, if we be ignorant of 
it. Wouldſt thou come to the true knowledge 
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of fin, this alſo is a notion to be found no 


where elſe: the ſcripture alone diſſects the 
whole body of * ſin, and reads to us a perfect 
anatomical lecture upon its moſt minute and 
ſecret parts: this diſcovers the ulcers of our 
wicked hearts, which thoufands die of, and 
through ignorance of the ſcriptures, can never 
come to know what their diſeaſe is. Were 
there no devil, yet we ſhould have our hands 
full in reſiſting the corruptions of our own 
hearts, 

« Go tell my diſciples, and Peter:“ —as if 
Chriſt had ſaid, beſure let his fad heart be com- 
forted with this news, that he may know that 
I am friends with him, for all his late cowar- 
dice. But is not this matter of great joy, that 
ſatan hath no power there, where the ſaints hap- 
pineſs lies? What haſt thou (chriſtian) which 
thou needeſt value that is not there? thy Chriſt 
is there, thy heart alſo, which lives in the bo- 
ſom of its beloved. None give Chriſt an evil 
word, but thoſe who never were his ſubjects. 


Knowledge is the key, Luke xi. 52. Chriſt 


the door, John xv. Chriſt opens heaven, know- 
ledge opens Chriſt : O take heed therefore f 
pride, which will foon make thee a ſtranger at 
the throne of grace : pride takes little delight in 
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begging. If it be but in ſome affliction (while 
we are here) how diſconſolate are we, if God's 
face be a little « overcaſt, and he doth not own 
us in our diſtreſs? Truth finds few that love 
her gratis, and theſe few only will ſuffer with 
truth, and for it. Thou knoweſt the happi- 
neſs of ſerving a holy God; ſurely then thou 
haſt an anſwer ready by thee, againſt this wick- 
ed one comes to draw thee to ſin? Can you 
expect truth from a liar, and comfort from an 
enemy ? The very ſtrength of ſome temptations 
lies in the concealing of them ; and the very 
revealing of them to ſome faithful friend, gives 
the ſoul preſent eaſe. Satan tempts not when 
he will, but when God pleaſeth: the chriſtian, 
when fulleſt of divine conſolations, is but a 
glaſs without a foot; he cannot ſtand or hold 
what he hath receiv'd any longer, than God 
holds him in his ſtrong hand. 

The ſtudy of the word, and the reading 1 it, 
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differ as much as the friendſhip of ſuch who 


every day converſe lovingly together, doth from 


the acquaintance. one hath with a ſtranger at 
an inn, or whom he ſalutes as he paſſeth by in 
the ſtreet. Meditation to the ſermon, is what 
the harrow is to the ſeed; it covers thoſe truths 
which elſe might have been picked up, or 
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waſhed away. Art thou ſetting thy face to- 
wards an ordinance, where thou art ſure to 
meet ſatan, who will be diſturbing thee with 
worldly thoughts, and may be worſe ? Jet God 
know from thy mouth, whither thou art going, 
and what thy fears are, Never doth a foul 
march in ſo > goodly order, as when it puts itſelf 
under the conduct of God. If God loves a foul, 
he will bring him back to the word with ſhame 
and forrow. 

Ejaculatory prayer, is a ſovereign means to 
allay the chriſtian's affections to the world; 
one of the worſt enemies he hath in the field 
againſt him, for it choaks the ſoul, thickens the 
chriſtian's ſpirit, and changes his very complex- 
ion. The holy martyrs have with one bucket 
of this ſpiritual water, quenched the ſcorching 
flames of that furious element, into which thoſe 
perſecuting enemies have thrown them (the 
ſcriptures.) It is worth parting with our beſt 
friends on earth, to enjoy communication with 
the. God of heaven: one called his friends 
thieves, becauſe they ſtole time from him. Abra- 
ham went indeed he knew not whither, but he 
did not go with he knew not who. 

Truth is ſure and hath a firm bottom, Pſal. 
xix. j. We may lay the whole weight of our 
ſouls 


- " MW ' 


fouls upon it, and yet not crack under us: 
cleave to the truth, and it will ſtick to thee; 
it will go with thee to priſon, baniſhment; 
yea, ſtake itſelf, and bare thy charges whenever 
thou goeſt upon her errand. Indeed the the grand 
truths and chief notions found in the ſcriptures, 
are fo connatural to the principles of grace, 
which the ſame holy Spirit (who is the inditer 
of them) hath planted in the hearts of all the 
ſaiats, that their ſouls even ſpring and leap at 
the reading of them, as the babe did in Eliza- 
beth's womb, at the ſalutation of the virgin 
Mary. May a particular man be known from 
a thouſand others, by his face, voice, or hand- 
writing ? certainly then it cannot ſeem ſtrange, 
that the God of heaven ſhould be diſcovered 
from his ſorry creature, by his voice and writ- 
ing in the holy ſcripture. Do we not ſee, that 
he hath interwoven his glorious name ſo in the 
works of creation, that they ſpeak his power 
and godhead, and call him maker in their 
thoughts, who never read the Bible or heard of 
ſuch a book ? 

None comes fo ſharp ſet to the word (which 
is the ſaint's food to ſtrengthen his grace) as the 


chriſtian, that takes prayer in his way to the 


ordinances, Chrilt's ſatisfaction worn by faith, 


is 
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is the ſign that diſtinguiſheth God's friends from 
his enemies: the ſcarlet thread on Rahab's 
window, kept the deſtroying ſword out of her 
houſe; and the blood of Chriſt pleaded by faith. 
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will keep the e ſoul from receiving any hurt at 
the hand of Divine Juſtice. 

He that prayeth, invites God into his farther 
acquaintance, and ſoon ſhall have it. And to 
be ſure, the right end of any buſineſs is to be- 
gin with God, and enjoin him to help us. 
Thou canſt not over aſk; thou mayſt draw 
thine arrow to the head, and yet not overſhoot 
the power of God; even when thou haſt drawn 
thy deſires to the higheſt pitch, he will be above 
thee, for “he is able to do exceedingly above 
<< what we can aſk or think.” A vain heart, and 
a ſtrong temptation together, makes ſad work 
when God ſtands by, and gives ſatan leave to 
practice upon it. O!] holy foul, get thee alone 
if thou wouldſt have Chriſt give thee his love: 
knowelt thou not thou haſt a modeſt huſband ? 
indeed he gives the ſoul not his imbraces in a 
croud, nor the kiſſes of his lips in the market. 

As God hath ſtrange puniſhments for the 
wicked, ſo he hath ſtrange exprefſions of love 
and mercy for fincere ſouls. He lovcs to outdo 


their higheſt expectations; kiſs, robe, feaſt, all 5 
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in one day; and that the firſt day of his return. 
Vea, God who bids us be moſt tender of his 
lambs, is much more tender of them himſelf. 

"Tis ſatan buffets, man perſecutes me, but 
God who gives them both power, 

The leſs reſt the ſoul hath in God and his 
promiſe, concerning future events, the leſs 
ftrength it will find to bear them when the 
pinch comes, 

Every event is the product of God's provi- 
dence; not a ſparrow, much leſs a ſaint, falls 
to the ground by poverty, ſickneſs, perſecution, 
&c. but the hand of God is in it. God hath 


put in a caution, © he will never leave thee, 


nor forſake thee ;** he that enables thee in one 


condition, will in another. At the firſt moment 
of thy ſpiritual life, ſuffering grace was infuſed, 
as well as praying grace, Chriſtian, hath not 
God ſecretly inſtructed thee by his Spirit from 
the word, how to read the ſhort-hand of his 
providence ? doſt not thou know, that the 
ſaints afflictions ſtand for bleſſings ? 

Contention is uncomfortable with whomſo- 
ever it is we fall out, neighbour or friend, 
wife or huſband, children or ſeryants ; but 
worſt of all with God, 
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Engage God, and the back-door is ſhut, no 
enemy can come behind thee ; yea, thine enemy 
ſhall fall before thee. Hadſt thou the empire 
of the world, and all nations creeping at thy 
feet, as once the beaſts did to Adam, and thy 
life as long as Methnfaleth's twice told to enjoy 
it in, without the interpoſition of one cloud 
all the while to darken the gloty of this thy 
rovalty, yet ſuppoling thee to be one to whom 
God is an enemy, I would chooſe ſooner to 
be the worm under thy foot, the toad in the 
ditch, than be thy miſerable ſelf in a palace. 
Take hold of Chriſt, and thou haſt hold of 
God's arm ; he cannot ftrike the ſoul that holds 
thereby. 

He only knows aright how to live in the 
world, that hath Jearnt to die to the world. 
Make a daily reſignation of thyſelf up t to the 
will of God; indeed this ſhould be the lock of 
the night, and the key of the morning. We 
ſhould open and ſhut our eyes with this; re- 
commending outfelves into the hands of Ged. 
He that wreſtles with God, need not feat the 
face of death or danger, Prayer engageth 
God's ſtrength and wiſdom for our help. God 
can make ſudden alteration in thy private af- 
fairs, chtiſtian: how wouldſt thou in thy per- 
G2 fect 
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fect health and ſtrength, endure to hear the 
meſſage of death? If God ſhould, before any 
lingering illneſs hath brought thee into ſome 
acquaintance with death, ſay no more, but up 
and die, as once to Moſes, “ Art thou ſhod 
for ſuch a journey?“ couldſt thou ſay, good 
is the word of the Lord ? 

It was the ſpeech of a holy man, after God 
had made that ſweet place, Matt. xi. 28. the 
meſſenger to open his dungeon of ſoul-trouble, 
that he had better be without meat, drink, light, 
air, earth, life and al}, than without this one 
comfortable ſcripture. If one ſingle promiſe, 
like an ear of corn rubbed in the hand of faith, 
and applied by the Spirit of Chriſt, can afford 
ſuch a full ſatisfying meal of joy to a hungry 
bitten pining ſoul, O! what price can we ſet 
on the whole field of the ſcripture, which ſtands 
ſo thick with promiſes every way fo cordial as 
this. 

When Cain finned, ſee how he falls, farther 
and farther, like a ſtone down a hill; never 
ſtays, till he comes to the bottom of deſpair : 
ſo true is that, 2 Tim. ii. 13. Evil men ſnall 
&© wax worle and worſe,” But now when a 
. faint falls, he rifeth ; becauſe when he falls, he 
hath a principle of life to cry out to Chriſt, as 
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ſtirs him up to help; © Lord, ſave me,” ſaid 
Peter (when he began to ſink) and preſently 
: Chriſt's hand is put forth; he chides him for 
py his unbelief, but he helps him. 

The ſaint is often compared to Chriſt's gar- 
den and orchard ; with this ſword of the word 
he keeps this his orchard from being robbed: 
there would not long hang any of the ſwee 
fruit, (either graces or comforts) upon their 
ſouls, were not this great robber ſatan kept oft 
with the point of this ſword. O ! this ſword of 
God is a terror to him, he cannot for his life 
overcome the dread of it. Let Chriſt but ſay, 
it is written,” and the foul fiend runs away, 
with more confuſion and terror than Caligula 


at a crack of thunder. 

Satan's power being limited, as he cannot 
hurt the being of God, ſo he cannot pry into 
the boſom of God; he knows not man's, much 
leſs the thoughts of God. Bernard's three | 
queſtions, are worth the aſking ourſelves in any 
enterprize, Is it lawful? may I do it and not 
ſin ? Is it becoming me as a chriſtian? may Ido 
it, and not wrong my profeſſion ? Is it expedi- 
ent? may I do it, and not offend my wrea'; 
brother ? 
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By the carriage and behaviour of ourſelves in 


„„ _- * 48 1 


religious duties, we ſpeak what our thoughts Zh 
are of God himſelf. He that performs them {A 
; with a holy awe upon his ſpirit, and comes to » 
them filled with faith and fear, with joy and 
| trembling, he plainly declares that he believes 
God to be a great God, and a good God; 

a glorious majeity and a gracious : but he that 

is ſlightly and flovenly in them, tells God him- 
ſelf to his face, that he hath mean and low 
thoughts of him. The miſbehaviour of a perſon 
in religious duties, ariſeth from his miſappre- 
henſions of God whom he worſhips. Their 
©« fouls ſhall live that ſeek the Lord,” Pſal. 
Ixix. 32. and their ſouls muſt needs die that 
ſeek not God here, The huſbandman may as 
well expect a crop of corn, where he never 
p:owed and ſowed, and the tradeſman to grow 
rich, who never opens his ſhop-doors to let 
cuſtomers in; as he to thrive in grace and 
comfort, that converſeth not with the duties of 
religion, The great things God doth for ls 
people, are got in communion with him. 

Neceſſity was the heathen's ſchool · maſter to | 
teach contentment, but faith muſt be the 
chriſtian's. He is the chriſtian indeed, that ' 
lays aſide a good portion of tige daily, in the 
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midſt of all his worldly occaſions, for commu- 
nion with God: whoever he compounds with 
and pays ſhort, he dares not make bold with 
God, to ſerve him by halves; he ſhall have the 
time devoted to him, tho' others are put off 
with the leſs ; like that devout man, who when 
the time of his devotions came, what company 
ſoever he was with, would take his leave of 
them, with this fair excuſe, “ he had a friend 
that ſtaid to ſpeak with him,” (he meant his 
God.) 

The world does by the chriſtian, as the lit- 
tle child by the mother; if it cannot keep the 
mother from going out, then it will cry after 
her, to go with her. If the world cannot keep 
us from going to religious duties, then it will 
cry to be taken along with us, and much ado to 
part it and the affections. 

Prayer is the proper key to unlock God's 
heart ; and he alone can open our underſtand- 
ings, and fatisfy our ſcruples. David had a 
word to hope in as well as a God; but it was 
the word of God. Even when a faint falls in- 
to a ſin, in its nature preſumptuous, | they do 


not commit it ſo preſumptuouſly as others; 


there is a part true to God in their boſoms, 


though over-voted, The habitation which 


N pleaſeth 
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pleaſeth God moſt, is thy heart ; but it muſt 
be a believing heart, Eph. iii. 17. O] how 
dare you ſleep a night in that houſe, where 
God doth not dwell? and he dwells not in 
thee, if thou carricſt an unbelieving heart in 
thy boſom. . 
The ſcripture is not a book to be read in the 
loweſt form in Chriſt's ſchool only; but be- iP 
ſceming the higheſt ſcholar, that ſeems molt fit 
for a remove to heaven's academy. It is not 
only of uſe to make a chriſtian by converſion, 
but to make him perfect alſo, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
If thou canſt heartily pray for love to Chriſt, 
faith on him, or any other grace, fecling the 
want of them, as a hungry man doth of his 
ſood, thou mayſt conclude ſafely there is this 
principle of new life. When the father gives 
his child the whole orchard, it were folly to 
queſtion, whether he gives him this apple or 
that in it: “ All things are yours, and you are ; 1 
« Chriſt's, 1 Cor. iii. 22. The reconciled MY 
ſoul hath a right to all. This little word (fa- 
ther,) liſped forth in prayer by a child of God, 6 
exceeds the eloquence of Demoithenes, Cicero, 
and all the ſo famed orators in the world. 
Prayer muſt be the key of the morning, and 
lock of the night, The faint has as quick a 
5 | ſenſe 
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ſenſe to taſte the ſweetneſs of a temporal mercy, 
as another ; but his heart being ſpiritual, and fo 
acquainted with higher enjoyments, he deſires 
with Luther that God would not put him off 
with theſe ſhells of bleſſings. Not the leaſt 
= mercy he gives, but he draws forth his ſoul 
and heart with it; even in his afflicting provi- 
| dences, where he ſeems to ſhew leaft love, there 


his heart overflows with it. He is a good pay- 
maſter for his peoples zeal ; never did fervent 
prayer find cold welcome with him, Let the 
prayer be never ſo pithy, the poſture of the 
body never ſo devout, the voice never ſo loud, 
if the affections of the heart be not drawn out 
after God in the duty, he diſdains and rejects 
it, becauſe it doth not correſpond with the 
dear affections which God expreſſeth to us. 
Ply the throne of grace; he is the beſt ſtudent in 
© divinity, that ſtudies moſt upon his knees ;: It 


were good after our duties, to ſort the ingre- 
dients of which they are made up; what grace 
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3 contributed, and what gifts, and what pride; 

5 + and when all the heterogenial Nuff is ſevered, 

E x you ſhall fee in what a little compaſs the aClings 

bol duty will lie. 

3 The worldling that goes not through his 
| % cloſet into his ſhop in tue morning, when he 


enters 
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enters upon his buſineſs, no wonder if he re- 
turns not at night by his cloſet in thankfulnets 
to God, It is fit we ſhould begin and end the 


day with his praiſe, who begins and ends it for 
us with his mercy. He that cloſes his eyes at 


night without prayer, lies down before his bed 
is made: he is like a fooliſh captain in a gar- 
riſon, who betakes himſelf to his reſt, before 
he hath ſet the watch for the city's ſafe-guard. 

Worldly buſineſs! this is the great levia- 
than that ſwallows up all the thoughts of hea- 
ven and hell, in many men's hearts. Were we 
oftner in a day ſucking in, as it were, freſh 
air, and new influences of grace from God, 
our ſpirits could not be poſſibly ſo much poiſon- 
ed with worldly affections. He that can wreſtle 
with God, need not fear the face of death and 
danger. Prayer engageth God's ſtrength and 
wiſdom, for our help. No ſuch pick-lock to 
open the heart as love | Whoever may be the 
inſtrument of any trouble to a faint, the rod or 
ſword is at God's diſpoſure. 

Look carefully to this every moment ; leave 
thyſelf and ways in God's hand, as the phraſe 
is, Pſal. x. 14. and at night look again, how 
well God hath looked to his truſt ; and ſleep 
not, till thou haſt affected thy heart with his 

faithfulneſs, 


f i : 8 | e * . 8 8 * 1 , 4 3 * 
A >»... 0 3. . r n — 
Rep at - tn. gw ® BF 5A . 


or DivinITY. gr 


© 
taithfulneſs, and laid a ſtronger charge on thy 
heart to truſt itſelf again in God's keeping in 
the night. 
pßpeak, ſoul ; doſt pleaſe thyſelf in chooſing 
| Chriſt? doſt go to Chriſt, not only for ſafety, 
but delight? ſo the ſpouſe, ** I ſat under his 
© << ſhadow with great delight.” A good man 
[ (we ſay) will be as good as his word; to be 
| ſure, a good God will. The chriſtian cannot 
come to God, when he hath nct by him what 
he wants. 
Were ſaints to fight it out in open field by 
the ſtrength of their own grace, then the ſtrong 
were more likely to ſtand, and the weak to fall 
in battle; but both caſtled in the covenant are 
ſafe alike. One Almighty, is more than many 
mighties : all theſe mighty fins and devils, make 
not any almighty ſin, or an almighty devil: 
the very conſidering God, to be God, ſup- 
| poſeth him almighty to pardon, as well as to 
g avenge, and this is ſome relief; but then to 
conſider, it is almighty power in bond and co- 
venant to pardon, this is more. 
Chriſt and ſatan divide the whole world; 
| >» Chriſt will bear no equal, and ſatan no ſupe- 


> nor, and therefore hold in with both thou 
cCanſt not. 
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None will have ſuch a ſad parting with Chriſt, 
as thoſe who went half way with him, and 
then left him, 

Zatan's advantage is great, when grace is not 
in exerciſe; he hunts the chriſtian by the ſcent 
of his oven feet, and if once he doth but ſmel! 
which way thy heart inclines, he knows how 
to take the hint: if but one door be unbolted, 
one work unarmed, one grace oft its carriage, 
here is advantage enough. Praying is the ſame 
to the new creature, as — 7 ny to the na- 
tural; the child is not learned by art or exam- 
ple to cry, but inſtructed by nature, it comes 
into the world crying. Praying is not a leſſon 
got by forms and rules of art, but flowing from 
principles of new life itſelf. Stud / may make 
one a great ſcholar in the icriptures, but prayer 
makes a wiſe chriſtian, as it obtains ſanAiked 
knowledge, without which it is no perfect g gift. 
He is the beſt ſtudent in divinity, that ſtudies 
moſt upon his knees. David compares the 
word for ſweetneſs to the honey and the honcy- 
comb; indeed it is ſo full, that at firſt reading 
ſome {weetneſies will now and then drop from 
it; but he that doth not preſs it by meditation, 
leaves the moſt behind. It was a ſweet ſpeech 
of a dying ſaint, that he was going to change 
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his place, but not his compan 2 A chriſtian * 


that is frequent in theſe ejaculations (meaning 
prayer) when he goes to pray more ſolemnly, 
he goes not from the. world to God, but from 
God to God. That a poor creature, which 
hath but a heart to ſtep aſide, and give God a 
viſit in any corner of his houſe, ſhould find the 
arms of ſo great a majeſty to embrace him, this 
is ſo ſtupendous, that we may better admire 
than expreſs it. O!] this pardoning mercy, 
and the love of Chriſt that procured it! they 
are the moſt precious and fruitful heads for a 
gracious ſoul to enlarge his ſweeteſt meditati- 
ons upon here on earth : but who can conceive, 
what raviſhing muſick glorified ſaints will make 
in running diviſion on this ſweet note. I am 
ſure the ſong their harps are tuned unto, 1s the 
ſong of the Lamb. "The ſaints finiſhed hap- 
pineſs in heaven's glory, is a compoſition of all 
the rare ingredients poſſible, ſo tempered by the 
wiſe hand of God, that as none could well be 
ſpared, ſo not the taſte of any one ſhall be loft 
in another ; but this of pardoning mercy, and 
the ſtupendous love and wiſdom of God thro? 
Chriſt therein, ſhall, as I may ſo ſay, give a 
ſweet reliſh to all, and be taſted above all the 
reſt, Take away peace, and that but of an in- 
tcrior 
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f-rior nature (outward peace) and the feaſt is 
ſpoil'd, altho' it be on a prince's table. If thou 
poor ſou] bee'ſt but come to thyſelf, ſo far as to 
groan under thy curſed hypocriſy, and direct 
theſe thy groans in a prayer to heaven for 
Chriſt's help, thou ſhalt have thy phyſician ſoon 
with thee, never fear it. A wounded ſpirit 
& (faith Solomon) who can bear,” yea, who 
can cure: if any could, ſurely then the devils 
were as able as any todo it. That Spirit which 
firſt indited the word, hath ſealed it to the 
hearts of innumerable believers : indeed all the 
ſaints acknowledge their comfort and peace to 
be drawn out of theſe wells of ſalvation. No 
ſalvation, when the flood comes (meaning 
death) but Chriſt; yea, being in Chriſt, hang- 
ing on the outſide of the ark by a ſpecious pro- 
feſſion will not ſave, Micah ii. 7. Do not 
my words do good to him that walketh up- 
« rightly.” And ſure it is ill walking in that 
way, where there is no word from God to bid 
us good ſpeed ; where the word doth not bleſs, 
it curſeth; where it promiſeth not, it threatens, 
Thou mayſt, poor creature, hide God by thy ig- 
norance and atheiſm ſo that thou ſhalt not ſee 
him ; but thou canſt not, ſo as he ſhall not ſee 
thee, Indeed he that hath the word on his 
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fide, and a holy ſkill to uſe it, hath as much 
advantage of his adverſary that comes with other 
armour (let him be never ſo good a fencer) as 
a man with a good ſword, hath over him that 
comes forth only with a bulruſh in his hand. 
All error dreads the light of the word, and fears 
more to be examined by that, than a thief does 
to be tried before a ſtrict judge. He that is his 
own teacher (ſaith Bernard) is ſure to have a 
fool for his maſter; but the moſt wiſe, that 
makes the word of God the men of his coun- 
cil, Pſal. xvii. 4. There is more riches and 
treaſure to be had in one promiſe, than all the 
gold and ſilver the Indies are worth. Exceeding 
c great and precious promiſes z” by them a poor 
believer may lay claim to heaven and earth at 
once. Make ſure of Chriſt, and he will make 
ſure of thee ; 3 "he will follow thee to thy ſick 
bed, and lie in thy boſom, chearing thy heart 
with {weet comfort, when worldiy joy lies cold 
upon thee. Think gold dirt, and it is fo, for 
all the royal ſtamp on it: count the ſwelling 


titles of worldly honour vanity, and they are 


mn. ods 


ſuch ; but have baſe thoughts of Chriſt and he 
is not worſe: ſlight heaven as much as you 
will, and it will be heaven ſtill. Faith and re- 
pentance will be good doctrine to preach and 

hear 


go. 
hear to the end of the world. You may as 
well quarrel with God, becauſe he hath made 
but one heaven, and one way to it, as be offende1 


— — 


ö with the preacher for preaching theſe over and 
cover. In heaven the ſaints draw all their wine 
of joy (as I may ſo ſay) at one tap, and ſhall 
to all eternity ; and yet it never taſtes flat. God 
is that one object their ſouls are filled with, and 
never weary of, Herod feared John, and did 
many things, but love 1s itronger than fear. 
His love to Herodias overcame his fear of John, 
If a faint could any way miſcarry, and fall ſhort 
of this eternal lite, it muſt be from one of theſe 
FE three cauſes ; firſt, becauſe God may Torlake 
- thechriſtian, and withdraw his grace and help 
2 from him: or, ſecondly, becauſe a believer may 
75 forſake God: or laſtly, becauſe ſatan may 
25 pluck him out of the hands of God: a fourth I 
know not: now none of theſe gan be, The water 
of the ſaint's failings caſt on the fire of God's 
love, cannot quench it; whom he loves, he 
loves to the end. What ſatan lays on, God 
takes off; but who can eaſe if God lays on. 
Be not diſmay'd at the report which the ſcrip- 
ture makes of ſatan's power, let them fear him 
who fear not God: what are theſe mountains 
of power and pride betore thee, O chriſtian | 
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Pd 


who ſerveſt a God that can make a worm threſh 


Poway —— „ „ 1% 


a mountain ? the greateſt hurt he can do thee, 
js by nouriſhing this falſe fear of him in thy 
boſom. Watchfulneſs is more needful for the 
chriſtian ſoldier, than any other, becauſe other 
ſoldiers fight with men that need ſleep as well as 
themſelves; but the chriſtian's grand enemy 
ſatan is ever awake, and walking his rounds, 
ſeeking whom he may ſurprize. Ir is not the 
many notions we have, but the eſtabliſhment we 
have in the truth, makes us ſtrong chriſtians. 
Let not the authority from man, but evidence 
from the word conclude thy judgment; that's 


but a ſhore, this a foundation. 


From Sir RoßERT T1ITCHBOURNE, 


ERE God but believed in what he 
 fays, all the temptations of ſatan, and 
the doubtings of our unbelieving hearts, would 
be filenced and brought to nothing: what ex- 
ceeding folly is it in our hearts, that God who 
never deceived any that truſted on him, ſhould 
de diſtruſted by any, and not believed by all; 


2 


of truth; and not any "Gal that ever tryed God 


by truſting him upon his word, but found him 
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ſo. Oh! then, take God's word, and our. 
hearts will be quiet; though the heathens do 
rage, yet they imagine but a vain thing. In 
this glorious myſtery, free grace in God is the 
fountain; full ſatisfaction to Divine Juſtice the 
way; but perfect ſalvation and redemption to 
all his elect body in Chriſt the end. And truly 
when a ſoul can ſay, my beloved is mine and 
I am his, he hath ſpoken all at once. I know 
no other light, nor rule, but the word and 
Spirit, to make out any thing of God to any 
ſoul: the glory of that day will be, God is 
mine, and I am his. 


* 


From Mr. CaR T's Expolition on Job. 


HE earth, and all our concernments who. 
live upon the face of it, hang upon nothing 
but upon the will of God. If he let us go we 
fall, though all the powers on earth would 
under prop and uphold us; and if he holds us 
up, we ſtand fait, though we have no more of 
any earthly power to prop us up with, than 
the earth hath, which is propt up with and 
hangeth upon nothing, 
| God manifeſteth himſelf in heaven, as prin- 
ces upon Upon their thi thrones ; ; fo heaven i is the throne 
of 
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of God: and where God acts moſt, our affec- 
tions ſhould be moſt, and our converſation mot ; 
where the throne is, thither the great reſort is; 
many flock to the court, As it will be our 
glory hereafter to be in heaven, or about the 
throne of God for ever in perſon, ſo it is our 


— — — 


grace to be — there in ſpirit While we are 
here. The carth is God's tootſtool, yet many 

ake that their throne: hcaven is God's throne, 
and many make that their footſtool, They 
tread and trample upon the things of heaven, 
while they ſet their hearts upon the things of 
the carth. *Tis a. fad miſtake, when men ſet 
their feet where they ſhould ſet their hearts, 
and prophane the throne of God, not only by 
levelling it with, but by laying it lower than 
the ground. 


In the world | to come, all is day and light to 
the godly, to thoſe who die in the 1 and 
all is night and darkneſs to the wicked, to 
thoſe who die out of the Lord. Heaven and 
hell, a ſtate of eternal bleſtednets or wretched- 
nels, have no change in them, or any thing 
that is heterogenea] or of any other kind, Hea- 
ven which hath light and joy in it, hath no 
darkneſs, no forrow at all in it, Hell which 
hath darkneſs and ſorrow in it, hath no light 


H 2 nor 
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nor joy at all in it. The mixtures and change 
of light and darkneſs, of Joy and ſorrow, of 


A wet. 
* „1 


pain and pleaſure, are made here on earth. A 
zealous godly man's firſt waking thoughts, are 
with God and Chriſt, or about his own ſoul, 
how God may be honoured, and how his ſoul 
may be ſaved: ſo the wicked man when he 
awakes. he is ſtill with ſin, and if he cannot 
awake naturally ſoon enough to ſin, he will 
force himſelf to awake, and ſo may be ſaid to 
awake to ſin before he is awake. 

Job xxii. 21. Acquaint thyſelf with God, 
and be at peace:” for there is an acquaint- 
ance with God from pure love: as when we 
come to a friend, having nothing to do but to 
ſee him, and to renew or ſtrengthen our ac- 
quaintance with him : we do not come to load 
him with our cares, or adviſe with him about 
our buſineſs, or deſire a Eurteſy of him, but 
merely and purely to ſhew our love to him. 
Thus to come to God when we are not preſs'd 


with fears, 1 nor pinch'd | with. wants, nor clouded 


"oe. - < 


+ + 


moſt noble and ingenuous way © of acquainting 


3 


ourſelves with him. When we (as it were) 


make a journey to God, having nothing to do 
with him but to viſit him, and to deſire farther 


communion 
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communion with him; nothing to do with him 
but to behold his excellency and his glory; 
nothing to do with him, but to tell him what 
our hearts are towards him; how we love him, 
how we depend upon him, how we deſire to 
pleaſe him, and to commit our ways to him : 
to acquaint God with theſe things which only 
concern our holy walking with him, this is to 
ſeek pure acquaintance with him. 


———— = — — — 


A godly | man's chief care is to be accepted 
with God, and his thoughts are for God, and 
of God; and were it not for this thought, that 
God is, or that there is a God, and he a holy 
God, a juſt God, a gracious God, he would 
not think himſelf (as we ſay) worth the ground 
he goes upon. A godly man is ſometimes at a 


loſs for God, and cannot tell where to find 


him; they who fear the Lord much, may be 


without the feelings of his love; and they who 
obey his holy commandments, without the com- 
fort of his precious promiſes. It it a ſad thing 
not to find God, but it is a far ſadder to have 
no deſires after him. The preſence of God is 
ſweet, precious, and delicious to ſaints at all 
times ; ; but then ſweeteſt, when they find moſt 
a godly man, to know the word of Ged written 

. Ws : and 
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and delivered over to us, as the rule of our life 
and faith; for indeed therein we have our judg- 
ment, and our anſwer: ſuch is che myſtery of 
godlineſs, that the ſame Chriſt who hath done 
all for us, will alſo do all in us. 

There are no ſermons in hell, nor any fal- 
vation there; the loving kindneſs of God 18 
abundantly declared on carth, but it ſhall not 
be declared in hell. There's tears enough and 
mourning enough in hell, but there is not the 
leaſt godly ſorrow in hell, which only worketh 
repentance to ſalvation, not to be repented of. 

The word of truth conveigheth ſtrength to 
the weak, wiſdom to the ſimple, comfort to the 
ſorrowful, light to thoſe who are in darkneſs, 
and life unto the dead. 

There is no aſſurance to be had of the beſt 
things here below, but only this, chat we can- 
not be ſure of them. egy 
While the Lord giveth and guardeth our 
outward peace, it is inviolable: and as to our 
ſpiritual peace, if the Lord ſpeak it, who or 
what can trouble the foul. Satan can do much, 
and would do more (if his chain were lengthned, 
and he not reſtrained) to the trouble and mo- 
leſtation of our ſouls ; there's not a godly man 
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living ſhould reſt an hour quiet for him, if he 
might have his wiſh or his will, 

God is our beſt friend at all times, even in 
the beſt times; and it is beſt to look on him in 
the worſt times. 

Night mercies deſerve and call for day praiſes, _ 
eſpecially two fort of night mercies ; firſt, night 
preſervation ; ſecondly, refreſhing us with ſlecp 
in the night. 

God hath given his word to Wen not to 
beaſts; he hath not made 2 Bible £ for the beaſts 
of the carth, and the fowls of the air, but for 
man he hath, that he might both know his will 
and do it ; know his favour or good will to him, 
and enjoy it. He hath given ſome men his 
Spirit; he hath not beſtowed his Spirit upon 
any beaſts, nor upon any fowls of the air. He 
hath given us his ordinances, and appointed 
offices, or ſet perſons in office, to manage and 
hold out theſe ordinances, wherein himſelf is 
both honoured and enjoyed. God hath taught 
man much more than beaſts: firit, that all 
things which beta] us, come from, and are or- 
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dered” by himſelf: ſecondly, that we_ought to 


8 


receive the rule and take inſtructions from Oat 
how to bchave-ourſelves under his various deal- 
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ings: thirdly, he hath taught us at all times, 
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and in all turns of providence, to ſtay ourſelves 
in waiting upon him : fourthly, he hath taught 
us in times of trouble and affliction, to cry to 

bim, and call upon him as children in faith, 

not barely to complain, much leſs to be impa- 
tiently outragious like beaſts, 

Neither oppreſſion from man, nor aflliction 
from God can break the pride of man's ſpirit ; 
our eſtates may be broken, our relations broken, 
our comforts broken, yet our hearts remain un- 
broken. There is nothing in affliction, trouble, 
or oppreſſion, that can trouble the heart of man; 
the Spirit of God, God himſelf muſt do it. 

As it is the happineſs of the ſaints in heaven 
always to behold God, ſo it is the happineſs of 
the ſaints here on earth that the Lord does always 
behold them, that his eye is never withdrawn 
from them. Conſider, you that are in a righte- 
ous ſtate, conſider your privilege; conſider 
what it is to have the Lord Jeſus always ſetting 
his eye upon you; to have the Lord's pitying 
and compaſſionating eye always upon you; to 
have the Lord's providing and caring eye al- 


ways upon you; to have the Lord's delighting 


and well pleaſed eye always upon you : to have 
the eyes of the Lord thus upon you, what can 
ye deſire more. 
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We have bad memories for any thing that's 
good, eſpecially for the good word, and the 
good works of God. | 

The Lord will have us to be his remembran- 


cers, and though he is ever mindful of his 


covenant, yet he liketh it well to be put in 
mind of it. But O! what need we of a re- 
membrancer to put us in mind of the work of 


| God, and to magnify his works! We need 


daily a remembrancer to put us in mind of what 
we ſhould do, how much more of what God 
hath done ! We need to be minded of that which 
*tis a wonder how we can forget, our latter end, 
or how frail we are; how much more do we 
need to be minded of thoſe duties which fit u us 
for our Jatter e end, and lead us to thoſe enjoy- 
ments which never end! 

If God be great and we know him not, that 
is, not able to comprehend him ; then we muſt 
reſt ſatisfied with what God hath manifeſted of 
himſelf and of his will. God hath n manifeſted 
himſelf theſe four ways; firſt, in his "ward: 
ſecondly, in his works of creation n and provi- 
dence: thirdly, in his ſon and fourthly, by 
his Spirit. I 


— — 


Take heed of a bold prefling into the ſecrets 


"ITE 8 . 


of God, or of a curious prying into the nature 
of 


— — 
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ot God, which indeed will but dazzle our eyes, 
and the more we think or look into it, the 
blinder we ſhall be. 

As it is a man's comfort, his choice!t com- 
fort, that God hath provided an advocate for 
him, that he hath found out one to ſpeak to 
himſelf, in our behalf, namely, Jeſus Chriſt; 
ſo it is both the duty and honour of man, to be 
an advocate for God, 

We may ſee who God is, in what he hath 


done ; the rain and ſnow declare the power of 


God, thunder and lightning ſhew what he can 
do. 


*Tis an everlaſting ſpring of comfort, an 
encouragement unto the people of God, both 
in prayer and unto prayer; they pray to him 
who is mighty, mighty to do what they pray 
for. The Lord's promiſes are our richeſt in- 
heritances ; and that not only becauſe he hath 
promiſed greater and better things than are in 
the compaſs of any man's power to make good, 
or in the compaſs of any man's underſtanding 
ro comprehend; but, becauſe he will certainly 
be as good in performance as he hath been 
in promiſe. For he is in one mind concerning 
all that he hath Promiſed. He will be merci- 
ful as he hath promiſed, and pardon fin as he 

hath 
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hath promiſed, and ſanctify all our troubles as 
he hath promiſed ; he will give us his Spirit as 
he hath promiſed, and ſave us eternaliy as he 
hath promiicd, 

We may find God, but we cannot find him 
out. God is to | be found by e every humble 


Derr 


Faithful Teeker of him. 1. We cannot find him 
out, as to the infiniteneſs of his eſſence and 


being. 2. We cannot find him out, as to the 
excellency of his attributes, or the manner of 
his being : who can tell how wiſe God is, how 
holy, how juſt, how powerful, how good | 
We may eaſily find his divine perfections all 
the world over; we may find them in every 
leaf of the book of the ſcripture : yea, in every 
leaf of the book of the creature ; but we cannot 
find them out any where to perfection. 3. We 
cannot find out the depths of his councils. 4. 
The Lord cannot be found out, no not in his 
works of providence. 5. We cannot find out 
God in the diſpenſations of his free grace in the 


goſpel ; there are ſuch mazes, ſuch myſteries of / 


love, and goodneſs, and kindneſs in Chriſt 


Teſus, as we cannot find them out. = 


If the Lord do but ſay the word, what ſtorm, 
what tempeſt, what wrath, what rage, what 
outrage 
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outrage ſoever there is in the earth, all's huſht 
and ſtill. 

Natural quietneſs, much more civil, but 
above all, ſpiritual quietneſs, is of the Lord. 

Heaven is a glaſs, wherein we may ſee what 
we ought to be now: *tis ſuch a glaſs as God 
has made for us to behold ourſelves in, and 
above all to behold himſelf, his bleſſed ſelf in. 
Let us dreſs ourſelves by this glaſs every day. 
Let it not ſatisfy us to look upon the heavens, 
that we may ſee and be taken with their own 
beauty and excellency, as philoſophers do in 
their diſcourſes of heaven ; but let us ſee God 
in them; let us ſee grace and glory in them. 
There is ſo little of God in the diſcourſes of phi- 
loſophers (faith one) that they are colder than 
the froſt and ſnow of which they often diſcourſe. 
But let us ſee God in this looking-glaſs of the 
heavens, and therein alſo let us ſee ourſelves, 
and learn to be fitting and preparing ourſelves 
for heavenly joys and enjoyments. We have 
never looked well upon or in this glaſs, till we 
have mended our dreſs, and are become better 
and more beautiful] by looking into it. 

As we want a keeper, ſo we have one, and 
he is a ſure one, his care is not only without 
end, but without intermiſſion. 


232  - 
— WU 


Every 


SY or DivintTy, 109 
Every godly man pra prayeth, who doth but 


= nar. ſincerely, and feelingly manifeſt his 
XZ @defires unto God in faith through Jeſus Chriſt, 
There is no ſtate ſo low, but a godly man may 
have a freedom with God in prayer. Prayer is 
the language and breath of the new creature, 
and therefore let him be what or where he can 
be, he will be praying. 

Pain and ſickneſs come not by chance, nor 
are we to ſtay in nature for the cauſe of their 
coming. Many in their afflictions mind not 
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5 God, they ſeck to men, not to God: a crofs 
Ef without a Chriſt, never made any ſeek God. 
; It is a mercy to taſte our meat, or to take the 
; comfort of what we eat. It is ſweet to taſte 
F meat and the goodneſs of the Lord together. 
| Look, that ye provide ſomewhat to eat, that 
will go down upon a fick bed: your fick-bed i 
meat is Chriſt, all other dainty food may be an | 
abhorring to you. The word and prayer both 
N ſanctify and ſweeten all creature enjoyments. 

5 Tis the alpha and omega, the firſt and the 
| laſt of all other favours, to find God favourable 
1 to us; if God be favourable to us, it matters 
not much who frowns upon us, or what foul 
weather we meet with in this world. There 
is no greater argument of ſpiritualneſs, than to 

honour 
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honour God in naturals. He is an holy man 
indeed that is holy in dealing about civil things; 
and he is a ſpiritual man indeed, that ſees God 
in natural things. 

Fervency in prayer is good, but perſeverance 
is better. 

It is ſaid of the enemies of the people of God, 
they may do any thing againſt them but prevail. 

We cannot always judge of a man's eſtate by 
his actions, or by his ſpeeches; While the heart 
is right, words may go wrong. 

We know prayer is the aMicted ſoul's firſt 
and laſt, that is, his beſt refuge, indeed all his 


refuge. 


There are two things of admirable uſe in 
ſpeaking ; revity and perſpecuity. Tis no very 
hard thing in moſt matters, to join perſpecuity 
with brevity, and to give a clear fenſe in a few 
words, Note, they who ſpeak for God, may 
ſpeak with courage and be bold; God is an 
everlaſting argument, a ſubject that can never 
be finiſhed. The works of creation and pro— 
vidence ſhew that God is, and what he is. 


We ſay ſome things are far fetcht, and dear 


bought; true knowledge, eſpecially the know- 


ledge of Jeſus Chriſt deſerves to be far fetch'd, 
and it cannot be too dear bought: we muſt 
drive 


8 % 
LL 2 
| 


* „ . d n 
* Ps * * * : We * 
e "A p EA 


4 0 
— * wa 
BS.) #2 9 * * N * 


- oF DiviniTY. 111 


drive a ſtrange kind of trade with the truths 1 
of God, we muſt be always buying, and never 
ſelling, yet that's a commodity will never lay 
upon our hands. 

God is the maker of every creature, the leaſt 
| iN worm, the leaſt fly i is of his making; yet Elihu 
1 2 ſpeaks of it as his peculiar priviledge, * my 
| « Maker.” God hath made others as well as 
thee, yet ſo remember him to be thy maker, as 
if he had made none but thee, That God is 
the maker of our croſs, ſhould make us quiet 
under it. All he can loſe in this world, doth } 
not, cannot make him miſerable, who is made | 
fit for the world to come. We neither under - 
ſtand the dealinos nor ſayings of God, if left | 
to ourſelves, Man is often cured of his ſpiritual 
deafneſs, both as to the voice of the word and 
works of God, by ſickneſs. Proſperity (faith 
one of the ancients) is the giſt of God comfort- 
ing us; adverſity is the gift of God admoniſhing 
us: vwhy then doſt thou complain that thou ſuf- 
fereſt ? thy ſuffering is a medicament, not a pu- 
niſhment, tis for thy bettering, not for thy un- 
doing. 

None teacheth ſo plainly and | clearly : as God. 
None teacheth like God, that is, ſo mildly, 
ſo moderately, ſo con:ic{cendingly to the con- 
dition 
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dition and capacity of thoſe with whom he hath 
todo. 3. So patiently and meekly. 4. None 
teacheth like him, that is, ſo conſtantly and 
continually; he teacheth, and he is always 
teaching. 5. So truly, ſo unerringly. 6. So 
authoritatively. 7. So effeCtually, ſo efficaci- 
ouſly. Nu 

The thoughts of eternity ſhould ſwallow up 
all our time; yet alas, how doth time, or the a 

things which are but temporary, ſwallow up in 

moſt men the thoughts of eternity! Did we 
but ſpend two or three minutes of time every 
day in the ſerious remembrance of our eternal 
' Rate, it would be an effectual means to mae 
us both holy in and contented with whatever 
temporal ſtate we meet with in the world. It © 

is good for us in our health and beſt ſtrength, 1 

to be looking into the pit, and conſidering upon 

what ground of comfort we can deſcend into 

the grave. 

«© And he ſaw that the people were naked; 

Exod. xxxii. 25. A godly man ſinning, ren- ; 

ders himſelf ſometimes thus naked; but a2 . 

wicked man is always thus naked, he hath not 


a rag of a promiſe to put upon him, and is : 
therefore obnoxious to the incurſions of every 7 
evil, | 1 
1 
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A godly man prays, not only becauſe he hath 
need to pray, but becauſe he loves to pray. 
He He prayeth i in ſickneſs, and ſo he doth in health; 
he prayeth in poverty, and ſo he doth in riches; 
he ſeeks relief by prayer in bad times, and prayer 
is a refreſhing to him in the beſt of times, 

How many thouſand, thouſand, thouſand 
thoughts do men looſe; the thoughts of many 
years are loſt in a moment! God never loſt, 
nor never ſhall looſe one thought. It is not 
the hold which we have of God, but that which 
he hath of us, that makes us hold on our way. 

Tho? the devil goeth up and down, yet he is 
ever in chains; he is in a double chain, even 
when he goes and circuits the whole earth 
abroad: he is in a chain of juſtice, and in a 
chain of providence, He is in a chain of juſtice 
that is, under the wrath of God ; and he is in 
a chain of providence, that is, under the eye 
of God. If ſatan and wicked men cannot 
move till Chriſt ſaith go, nor wound till Chriſt 
faith ſtrike, nor ſpoil nor kill till Chriſt ſaith 
their eſtates, their lives are in your power ; 
ſurely Chriſt will not ſpeak a word to their hurt 
whom he loves, nor will he ever ſuffer his ene- 
mies to do a real damage to his friends : be- 
tides it may fill a ſoul with unſpeakable joy, to 
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remember that while a man is ſuffering, the 
will of Chriſt is a doing. 

All the wonders and excellencies, all the 
glory and goodneſs that is in creatures, is but 
a foot ſtep, a print, or drop of that excellency 
and glory and power, that is in God; there- 
fore every thing that is moſt excellent, is aſ- 
cribed unto God. 

Life is a new gift every hour of time we live 
on the earth, and glory will be a new gift every 
minute of eternity we ſhall live in heaven. 
The life of man is nothing elſe but a coming 
and returning ; there is nothing ſaid of ſtaying 
and abiding : it is but a flood and an ebb, and 
then we are carried into the ocean of eternity. 

When God ſays, „I will be with you,” you 
may make what you will out of it; fit down 
and imagine with yourſelves whatſoever good 
you can defire, and it is all comprehended in 
this one word. To be angry and diſcontent 
at God's judgments, is more deſtructive to us, 
than the judgments themſelves, They who 
have taſted how gracious the Lord is in his 
promiſes, will rejoice in his commandments ; 
and it is as much their deſire to ſerve him, as it 
is their happineſs to be ſaved by him. There 
is never a providence of God but hath cither 
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a-mercy or a wonder in it. Jehovah the living 
God has taught us to ſay, © Who is a God like 
8 © unto thee,” and our own experience has 
ſealed it. 

29 He that hath not faith, hath nothing to get 
* a mercy with; and he that hath not a broken 
heart, hath nothing to put a mercy in. 

There are two things which God will not 
bare in his; when they grow wanton with a 
mercy, and when they complain without a 
== crols. 
| The Lord is with many of his people when 
they are not with him; that is, when they do 
not find him, or are not ſenſible of his preſence. 
God is with his people, even when they walk 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, yet 
they are not always with God. 
A godly man hath earneſt and longing deſires 
> after God; whatſoever or whomſoever he finds, 
* he thinks he hath found nothing, or no body, 
till he finds God. How doth David, Pfal. xlii. 
I, 2. ſhew his unſatisfiedneſs till he found 
| God. Nothing but God was in his mouth, 
nothing in his deſire. God alone is enough, 
all without God is nothing to a godly man. 
4 Satan and the world are word ſtealers; and 
5 they ſteal away the word, not becauſe they 
? I 2 deſire 
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deſire to make any uſe of it, but leſt we ſhould, 
A good man (as one of the antients ſpeaketh) 
makes his heart God's library, there he layeth 
up whole volumes of holy precepts, and of pre- 
cious promiſes, 

Affliction to the children of God at ſoreſt, 
are but corrections. A godly man cannot be 
unhappy while he enjoys God. We are apt to 
conceive chaſtenings to be of no uſe, when they 
are as neceſſary as our daily bread : the Lord 
ſends afflictions to faſhion and cleanſe our 


hearts, as fit veſſels to hold an exceeding weight 
of glory. 


From Mr. SAMUEL RUTHERFORD? 
Letters. 


INCE he looked upon me, my heart is not 
my own, he hath run away to heaven with 
it. But let me be a ſinner, and worſe than the 


chief of ſinners, yea, a guilty devil, I am ſure 


my well beloved is God; and when I ſay 


Chriſt is God, and my Chriſt is God, I have 
faid all things, I can ſay no more: I would | 
could build as much on this, my Chriſt is God, 
as it would bear, 1 might lay all the world up- 
on it, O Lord God, what is ſo needful as 

this, 
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this, ſalvation ! ſalvation ! It is good there is a 
heaven, and it is not a night-dream, or a fancy: 
you have learned of Chriſt that there is a hea- 
ven ; contend for it, and contend for Chriſt. 

I fear I adore his comforts more than him- 
ſelf; and that J love the apple of life, better 
than the tree of life, 

O! how ſweet a thing were it for us to learn 
to make our burdens light, by framing our 
hearts to the burden, and making our Lord's 
will a law! 

Happy are they who take up God, wrath, 
juſtice, and fin, as they are in themſelves. 
And if there had not been ſuch a thing as the 
grace of Jeſus, I ſhould have long fince given 
up with heaven, and with the expectations to 
ſee God: but grace, grace, free grace, the 
merits of Chriſt for nothing, white and fair, 
and large Saviour-mercy (which is another ſort 
of thing than creature-mercy, or law-mercy z 
yea, a thouſand degrees above angel-mercy) 
hath been and muſt be the rock that we 
drowned ſouls muſt ſwim to. 

Sanctification, and mortification of our luſts, 
ate the hardeſt parts of chriſtianity. 

Many now would go to heaven the land-way, 
(for they love not to be ſea-ſick.) It is true, 

% many 
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many are ſtriking a plainer way to heaven, but 
my ſoul for theirs if they find it, 

O what owe I to the file, to the hammer, to 
the furnace of the Lord Jeſus! grace tried is 
better than grace, it is glory in its infancy. 
Many now take Chriſt by gueſs: be ſure 
that it be he, and only he, whom ye have meet 
with ; his ſweet ſmell, his lovely working in 
the ſoul, will not lye. Chrift and his croſs are 
not ſeparable in this life; howbeit Chriſt and 
his croſs part at heaven's door, for there 1s no 
houſe-room for crofles in heaven ; one tear, one 
ſigh, one ſad-heart, one fear, one lofs, or 
thought of trouble, cannot find lodging there, 

Since I came to Aberdeen, I have been ta- 
ken up to fee the new-Jand, the fair palace of 
the Lamb: and will Chriſt let me ſee heaven to 
break my heart, and never give it to me ? 

O! how heavenly a thing is it, to be dead, 
dumb, and deaf, to this world's ſweet muſfic ! 
the devil and the world, they cannot wound 
the love of Chriſt, 

I have benefited by riding a long journey, 
in giving that time to prayer, by praying for 
others ; for by making an errand to God for 
them, I have gotten ſomething for myſelf. 
Chriſt keepeth the keys of Chriſt (to ſpeak fo) 

and 
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and of his own love, and he is a wiſer diſtribu- 
ter than I can take up: I know, there is more 
in him than would make me run over like a 
coaſt-full ſea. 

If I had not failed this ſea-way to heaven, 
but had taken the land-way, as many do, I 
ſhould not have known Chriſt's ſweetneſs in 
ſuch a meaſure : but the truth is, let no man 
thank me for I cauſed not Chriſt's wind to 
blow upon me: a heart of iron, and iron doors, 
will not hold Chriſt out. O] how ſweet and 
dear are thoſe thoughts that are ſtill upon the 
things which are above! and how happy are 
they who are longing to have little ſand in their 
glaſs, and to have time's thread cut, and can 
cry to Chriſt, Lord Jeſus, have over, come and 
fetch the dreary paſſenger ? I wiſh our thoughts 
were more frequently than they are upon our 
country. | 

O! but heaven caſteth a ſweet ſmell afar off, 
to thoſe who have ſpiritual ſmelling! God 
hath made many fair lowers, but the faireſt of 
them all is heaven, and the flower of all flowers 
is Chriſt, Every good thing except God, 
wanteth a bottom, and cannot ſtand alone, 
how then can it bear the weight of us ? Our 
beſt things here have a worm in them ; our 
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joys beſides | Gol, in the inner half, are but 
woes and ſorrows : Chriſt, Chriſt is that, which 
our love and deſires can fleep ſweetly and reſt 
ſafely upon. 

There be many things to do before our har- 
veſt come, and we take ill with it, and can 
hardly endure to ſet our paper face to one of 
Chriſt's ſtorms, and to go to heaven with wet 
feet, and pain, and forrow. We love to carry 
heayen with us, and would have two ſummers 
in one year, and no leſs than two heavens ; 
but this will not be for us: one, and ſuch an 
one may ſuffice us well enough; the man 
Chriſt got but one only, and ſhall we have two ? 

Come in, come in to Chriſt, and ſee what 
ye want, and find it in him: he is the ſhort cut 
(as we uſe to ſay) and the neareſt way to an 
outgate of all our burdens. 

One thing I can ſay, by on-waiting ye will 
grow a great man with the lord of the houſe : 
hang on, *till ye get ſome good from Chriſt ; 
lay all your loads and your weights by faith 
upon Chriſt ; eaſe yourſelf, and let him bare 
all: he can, he does, he will bare you, how- 
beit heil were upon your back. 
| Rejoice that he is come, and hath choſen you 
in the furnace; it was even there where ye 
and 
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und he ſet tryſt: (appoint or meet) that's an 
old gate of Chriſt's, he keepeth the good old 
faſhion with you, that was in Hoſea's days. 
Hoſea ii. 14. 

If ye love but Chriſt's ſun-tide, and would 
bave only ſummer - weather, and a land-gate 
not a ſea-way to heaven; your profeſſion will 
play you a ſlip, and the winter-well will go 
dry again in ſummer. But I have caſten this 
work upon Chriſt to get me himſelf ; I have his 
faith, and truth, and promiſe (as a pawn of his) 
all engaged that I ſhall obtain that which my 
hungry deſires would be at, and I eſteem that 
the choice of my happineſs. O!]! bleſſed ſoul, 
that could ſacrifice his will and go to heaven; 
having loſt his will, and made reſignation of it 
to Chriſt ! Long-ſuffering in God, is God him- 
ſelf; and that is our ſalvation, and the ſtability 
of our heaven is in God: he knew (who ſaid) 
„ Chriſt in you the hope of glory,” Col. i, 17. 
for our hope and the bottom and pillar of it is 
Chriſt, 

Sinners are anchor faſt and made ſtable in 
God; fo that if God do not change (which is 
impoſhble) then my hope ſhall not fluctuate. 
O! ſweet ſtability of ſure bottom'd ſalvation ! 
Who could win heaven if this were not? and 
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who could be faved, if God were not, and if 
he were not ſuch a God as he is? O God be 
thanked, that our falvation is coaſted and landed 
and ſhored upon Chriſt, who is mafter of winds 
and ſtorms | 

Lay no more on the creatures, than they are 
able to carry; lay your ſoul and your weights 
upon God; make him your only, only beſt be- 
loved. I know not what ye have, if ye want 
Chriſt: learn daily both to poſſeſs and miſs 
Chriſt, in his ſecret bridegroom-ſmiles ; he 
muſt go and come, becauſe his infinite wiſdom 
thinketh it beſt for you: we will be together 
one day; we ſhall not need to borrow light from 
ſun, moon, or candle; there ſhall be no com- 
plaints on either fide in heaven; there ſhall be 
none there, but he, and we, the bridegroom 
and the bride: devils, temptations, trials, de- 
ſertions, loſſes, ſad-hearts, pain and death ſhall 
be all out of play, and the devil muſt give up 
his office of tempting. O!] bleſſed is the ſoul, 
whoſe hope hath a face looking ſtraight out to 
that day | Ho ye that have no money, come 
< and buy,” Ifai. Iv. 1, that is the poor-man's 
market, 

If I come to heaven any way, howbeit, like 
2 tired traveller, upon my guide's ſhoulder, it 
IP 10 
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js good enough for thoſe who have no legs of 
their own for ſuch a journey. 

I ſee nothing in this life but fin, and the ſour 
fruits of ſin : and O what a burden is fin ! 

There is a great neceſſity of heaven; ye muſt 
have it: all other things, as houſes, lands, chil- 
dren, huſbands, friends, country, credit, health, 
wealth, honour, may be wanted; but heaven is 
your one thing neceſſary, the good part that 
ſhall not be taken from you. See that ye buy 
the field where the pearl is; ſell all and make a 
purchaſe of ſalvation : think it not eaſy, for it 
is a ſteep aſcent to eternal glory, 

I pay tribute to none for heaven, ſeeing my 
land and heritage holdeth of Chriſt, my new 
King : infinite wiſdom hath deviſed this excel- 
lent way of freeholding for ſinners ; it is a better 
way to heaven than the old way that was in 
Adam's days ; it hath this fair advantage, that 
no man's emptineſs and want layeth an inhibi- 
tion upon Chriſt, or hindereth his ſalvation, 
Well were my ſoul if Chriſt were the element, 
mine own element, and that I loved and breath- 
ed in him, and if I could not live without him, 
O! that he would give me more than paper- 
grace or tongue-grace | And if it were for no 
more, we have nced of a Saviour to pardon the 
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very faults, and diſeaſes, and weakneſſes of the 
new man, and to take away (to ſay ſo) our 
godly fins, or the fins of our ſanctification, and 
the droſs or ſcum of ſpiritual love, 

It Chriſt were as J am, that time could work 
upon him to alter him, or that the morrow 
could be a new Cay to him, or bring a new 
mind upon him, as it is to me a new day, I 
could not kcep a houſe or a covenant with him: 
but I find Chriſt to be Chriſt, and that he is 
far, far, even infinite heaven's height above 
man; and that is all our happineſs. 

Sinners can do nothing but make wounds 
that Chriſt may heal them; and make debts 


that he may pay them; and make falls that he 


may raiſe them. 

Look beyond time; things here are but 
moon-ſhine : there is nothing will make you 
a chriſtian indeed, but a taſte of the ſweetneſs 


of Chriſt ; come and ſee, will ſpeak beſt to your 
ſoul. 


When he bloweth a kiſs afar off to his poor 
heart-broken mourners in Zion, and ſendeth me 
but his hearty commendations, *till we meet, | 
am confounded with wonder, to think what it 
ſhall be, when the faireſt among the ſons of 
men, ſhall lay a king's ſweet cheek to the fin- 

ful 
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ful cheeks of poor ſinners, O!] time, time, go 
ſwiftly, and haſten that day 

I have ſeen my abominable vileneſs; if I 
were well known, there would none in this 
kingdom aſk how I do. 


Free grace that we give no hire for, is a jewel 
our Lord giveth to few. Sanctification ſhall 
ſettle you moſt in the truth. 

Wants are my beſt riches, becauſe I have 
theſe ſupplied by Chriſt. 
I find it hard work to believe, when the courſe 
of providence gocth croſsways to our faith, and 
when miſted ſouls in a dark night cannot know 
eaſt by weſt, and our ſea- compaſs ſeemeth to 
fail us. Thank your God, who faith, << I have 
« the keys of hell and death,” I kill and make 
alive, the Lord bringeth down to the grave, and 
bringeth up. If ſatan were jaylor, and had the 
keys of death and of the grave, they ſhould be 

ſtored with more priſoners. 

Suffer we muſt; ere we were born, God 
decreed it, and it is eaſier to complain of his de- 
cree, than to change it. 

Whether God come to his children with a 
rod or a crown, if he come himſelf with it, it is 


well; welcome, welcome Jeſus, what way 


ſoever thou come, if we can get a fight of thee. 
And 
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And ſure J am, it is better to be ſick, providing 
Chriſt come to the bed-fide, and draw by the 
curtains, and ſay courage, JI am thy ſalva- 
tion,“ than to enjoy health being luſty and 
ſtrong, and never to be viſited of God. 

If ye would have preſent comfort under the 


— —ũU— — ꝗ —— — 


croſs, be much in prayer; for at that time your 
faith kiſſeth Chriſt, and he kiſſeth the ſoul, 

If twenty croſſes be written for you in God's 
book, they will come to nineteen, and then to 
one, and after that none, but your head in 
Chriſt's boſom for evermore, and his own ſoft 
hand to dry your face and wipe away your 


tears. Loſſes for Chriſt, are but our goods 


given out in bank in Chriſt's hands. -In the 
midſt of worldly employment, there ſhould be 
ſome thoughts of ſin, judgment, death and eter- 
nity, with a word or two of ejaculatory prayer 
at leaſt to God. To beware of wandering of 
heart in ſeeking God in prayer. Not to grudge, 
howbeit you come from prayer without ſenſe or 
Joy. Down caſting ſenſe of guiltineſs and 
hunger is often beſt for us. There are many 
heads laying in Chriſt's boſom, but there is 
room for yours among the reſt ; and therefore 
go on, and let hope go before you; fin not in 
your trials, and the victory is yours; pray, 

wreſtle, 
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wreſtle, and believe, and ye ſhall overcome and 
prevail with God as Jacob did. | 

W hat you do amiſs in your life to day, you 
may amend it to morrow ; for as many ſuns as 
God makes to riſe upon us, you have as many 
new lives, but you can die but once; or if you 
mar or ſpoil that buſineſs, ye cannot come back 
to mend that piece of buſineſs again. Be not 
afraid when ye come to the black and ſwelling 
river of death, to put in your foot and wade 
after him, the current how ſtrong ſoever cannot 
carry you down the water to hell ; the Son of 
God, his death and reſurrection are ſtopping 
ſtones, and a ſtay to you; ſet down your fect by 
faith on theſe ſtones, and go through as on dry 
land. 

'The thorn is one of the moſt angry and crab- 
bed weed that the earth yieldeth, and yet out of 
it ſpringeth the roſe, one of the ſweeteſt ſmelling 
flowers, and moſt delightful to the eye that the 
earth hath ; your Lord ſhall make joy and glad- 
neſs out of your afflictions, for all his roſes 
have a fragrant ſmell. 

Mr. Rutherford was lovely in death, which 
correſponded with his former life, ſome of his 
dying words are theſe: I ſhall ſhine, I ſhall 
ze ſce him as he is, and all the fair company 
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with him, and ſhall have my large ſhare, 


It is no euſy thing to be a chriſtian, but as 


for me I have got the victory, and Chriſt is 
holding forth his arms to embrace. me. I 
have had my faintings and fears as another 
ſinful man, to be carried through creditably; 
but as ſure as ever he ſpoke to me in his 
word, his Spirit witneſſed to my heart, ſay- 
ing, fear not, he had accepted my ſuffering 
ang the outgate ſhould not be matter of 
prayer but of praiſe, Thy word was found 
and I did eat it, and it was to me the joy 
and rejoicing of my heart. Now I feel, I 
believe, I cnjoy, I rejoice ; I feed on manna, 
I have angels food, my eyes ſhall ſee my 
Redeemer, I know that he ſhall ſtand at the 
latter day on the earth, and I ſhall be caught 
up in the clouds to meet him in the air, 
I fleep in Chriſt, and when I awake I ſhall 
be ſatisfied with his likeneſs, O! for arms 
to imbrace him! I diſclaim all; the port I 
would be in at is redemption, and forgive- 
neſs of ſins thro' his blood: glory, glory 
dwelleth in Immanuel's land, 
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From Mr. FI E M1 0's Fulfilling of 


1 Scripture. 

9 What an excellent interpreter is expe- 
* F# rience! © Taſte and ſee,” for thus the 
ſerious chriſtian getteth a view of the ſcripture 
4 and ſpiritual things, which the moſt ſubtil and 
1 


paiercing eye of unſanctified ſchoolmen cannot 
4 reach; yea, by the practice of truth, nearneſs to 
I 5 God and retiring of the ſoul to him, hath often 
got more light an an hour, than others by many 
5 days putting their judgment and invention 
upon the rack. 

4 This is God's own ſeal, the accompliſhment 
of ſcripture which he putteth to the word to 
q confirm and ratify the ſame; and all that the 
chriſtian is worth, which is laid up in the pro- 
miſe, were then periſhed, if the ſcripture ſhould 
want an accompliſhment, the godly man hath 
then run and laboured in vain. 

Indeed thoſe who are ſolidly perſuaded anent 
the truth, and its certain out- making, may have 
much joy and peace, whilſt they know the 
ground of their confidence can bear up any ſtreſs 
or burden they lay upon it; and for what end 
15 J did the Lord witneſs the certainty of his word 
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by two immutable things, wherein it is impoſ- 
üble for him to lie, but that from ſo ſure and 
ſtrong a ground, his people might have ſtrong 
conſolation, It is true this bleſſed record doth 
bare witneſs to itſelf, and is known by its own FR 
light, whereon there is ſuch a viſible impreſs of | 1 

| 

| 


the glorious God, ſuch convincing marks of its 
true deſcent, as may thoroughly ſhew whoſe it 
is, and how far it exceeds all human invention; 
and thus by a clear manifeſtation of the truth, 
doth commend itſelf to men's conſciences as a 
ſafe ground whereon they may repoſe their ſoul. 
They may well truſt God in a ſtrait, who have 
ſo ſtrong an argument to make uſe of, that oft | 
they have tried him, and the truth of his word, | 
by many, many experiences: I would add, the 
concernment and weight of this ſtudy may preſs 
it on us; for if the ſcripture's accompliſhment 
be an undoubted truth, O! then this is ſure; 
the ſaints have a great inheritance, they are 
princes, though now under a diſguiſe. O! 
then, there is a heaven and an hell, that is cer- 
tain ; eternity is not a night-dream, and one 
moment ſhall ſhortly put an end to all our ſer- 
vices; yea, the ſhutting of our eye-lids at 
death, ſhall. but open them in the paradiſe of 
God. 
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That the ſcripture of God contained in the 
Old and New Teſtament, wherein our great 
hope and comfort doth lay, is certainly true, 
and hath a real accompliſhment, may be thus 
demonſtrated : that it is tried and proved in the 
godly man's experience, to which in all ages, 
yea, from innumerable proofs the ſaints have 
put to their ſeal, that this is a ſure and faithful 
teſtimony. 

That there is ſurely another party than the 
world, or themſelves, with which they have to 
do, an inviſible adverſary without, whom they 
perceive by that ſenſible correſpondence he 
keepeth with their heart within, That he is 
one who is overcome by reſiſtance, and doth flee 
before thoſe that withſtand him, which they 
have often proved ; that they have returned from 
prayer with the ſpoil of their adverſary, and at 
ſuch a time have been made to wonder, how 
that which often foyled them, ſhould have been 
their temptation ? | 

'This helpeth to make the mercies of the 
godly man to have a peculiar and ſweet reliſh, 
and to be ſome way twice his mercy, when he 
gets them in ſo immediate a way reached to him 
as it were out of the promiſe, and as an obſer- 
vable return from heaven : when thus the Lord 
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ſealeth his word to him by his work, and the 
way of the word he findeth hath been the way 
of his comfortable outgage; that when he hath 
had no other eſcape, but to turn into the pro- 
miſe, and to caſt himſelf upon it, he gained this 
experience; he truſted in God and was helped, 
and can give in this teſtimony of him, that he 
hath both ſpoken it, and himſelf alſo hath done 
it, according to his word. Whereby we may 
fee the performance of the promiſe in chriſtian 
experience, is. this, that God truly heareth 
prayer: no man ever was in earneſt in the mat- 
ter of religion, and a ſtranger to this ; yea, that 
he was never more certainly perſuaded of any 
thing, than of this, that God doth hear prayer, 
O! if men's ſouls were but in their ſouls ſtead, 
whoſe evening wreſtlings and tears, the Lord 
hath often turned into a morning ſong, they 
ſhould know this is no deluſion, 

That prayer with quiet on-waiting in the 
uſe of means, winneth comfortably through; 
where over-caring and carnal policy in the uſe 
of all other ſhifts, hath been forced to ſtick. 

This is ſurely found that God is the bel: 
friend, and when there is peace with him, 
things without do not offend ; but they ſhall 
then underſtand, what it is to be in league with 
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the beaſts of the field, and ſtones of the ground, 


having a ſweet agreement with all the provi- 
dences and diſpenſations that come in their 
way. Wearing out of prayer, and of delight 
therein, will quickly make them difreliſh any 
= other piece of religion, put them out of frame 
= to meditate, or to give thanks: that wearing 
i 8 out of this is a ſtrong temptation to a farther 

* forbearance, and will ſenſibly wear them out of 
\ 2 any ſenſe of their need thereof, and make them 
ſtrangers to themſelves and to their own eaſe ; 
ſo that they ſhall find, the leſs they are in this 
exerciſe, the farther they ſhall be indiſpoſed, 
and the fewer errands they have the leſs felt 
neceſſity of the ſame, 

If there be a God, or a truth in any religion, 
is it not with this bleſſed record of the ſcripture 
=> you muſt cloſe as the alone rule thereof? 
> Ol can you be thus undetermined about ſa 
great an intereſt ? you ſeem to be heſitant and 
unſure if there be any other world, a heaven or 
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e * a hell; but Oh! are you ſure there are not ? 

and how then can you be ſecured from ſuch a 
& XX fear, which of all fears is the greateſt? What 
5 N 


2 horrid and uncomfortable thing is it to be an 
atheiſt, which gives men no hope beyond the 
| 6 preſent life? yea, what a world would this be 
. ; K 3 to 
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to dwell in, if there were no true godlineſs in 
it? I ſhall only add, is it not rare to find a 
profeſſed atheiſt at death, when once the ap- 
proach of another world does awake the ſenſe of 
a deity ? 

Doth not this argument of experience by a 
very clear demonſtration witneſs that great 
truth of a godhead, whereon the whole ſuper— 
ſtructure of truth and godlineſs doth ſtand ? 

It is not the contemplation of nature in its 
higheſt flight, can anſwer ſuch an aſſault of the 
devil, which may tryſt the moſt eſtabliſhed 
chriſtian anent the being of God ; but there is 
a demonſtration within which goes farther than 
the judgment, and paſſeth natural underſtand- 
ing; whence we feel, we taſte, we enjoy; yea, 
his voice is heard in the ſoul, which we ſurely 
know to be his, and this is the reach and im- | 
port of this argument, | 

I would here offer ſome things which do 
witneſs a ſpecial advantage the godly man is at | 
thereby to believe, and to be more throuchly | 
perſuaded of the glorious being of God, 

I. That he finds the believing of this is : 
very great thing, and not ſo eaſy to reach 5 7 
the world do ſuppoſe, for it is no ſmall matter | 
eren to attain this: Oh ! what ordinary thoughts 

have 
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have many about it, who think it is eaſy to paſs 
an aſſent to this marvellous truth, becauſe they 
never conſidered the greatneſs thereof ; but it 
is ſure, the more ſerious and grave a chriſtian 
is, it will give him the more work, and we may 
find theſe uſually are more plunged and exerciſed 
about this, than others. 

They are at a ſpecial advantage to whom be- 
lieving of this truth (O! bleſſed truth, that 
God is) is their exceeding joy; and amidſt 
their heavineſs can ſay, the thought and medi- 
tation of him is ſweet ; that when through a 
variety of temptations they are ready to faint, 
this reſtoreth their ſoul ; yea, will cauſe it to 
leap for joy; and is their enough when other 
encouragements are fartheſt off, that God lives? 


O! what a ſad thing is it in ſuch a world, and 


in ſome deep perplexing plunge, to know the 
Lord is God, whom he hath now for a rock 
and a ſhield, and in the cloſe of time, for his 
excceding great reward. I ſhall but add, it is 
a very great thing theſe know, who know 
aſſuredly the real preſence of God here, for 
thus they are made ſure that he is, as one may 
know the ſun, becauſe of its warming heat, 


and when they ſee it with its own light; thus 


they arc confirmed of the truth of the ſcripture, 
K 4 whilſt 
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whilſt they ſee and feel one of the moſt marvel- 


ous things therein verified. 

This is an argument that does clearly witneſs 
a truth and reality in prayer, which may be 
called one of the greateſt wonders of religion, 
that ſuch a way is, wherein there is ſo immediate 
an addreſs to the majeſty of God in all our con- 
cernments : is not this a very great thing, that 
poor man now upon earth, hath ſuch a paſſage 
to heaven? and may ſpeak up to him who in- 
habits eternity, the glorious object of the adora- 
tion of angels, without the intervening of any 
creature, 

It may ſeem ſtrange, how eaſily we can ſtep 
out of the world, and the noiſe thereof, in be- 
fore the Lord, without the leaſt pauſe or time 
intervening, which the impreſſion of ſo great a 
buſineſs ſhould require; yea, ſo immediately in 
our return, again ſtep into the worid, as if we 
had wholly forgot where we had been. Should 
we look on prayer as a duty, and not conſider 
it as a ſingular enjoyment alſo ? without which, 
this earth would have a near appearance of hell, 
if we could not thus ſolace the ſoul in God, and 
get a vent under its greateſt preſſures : O 
prayer, what thoughts ſhould we have of it, it 
the truth thereof were more believed ; I think 

that 
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that man who is ſure of the being and faithful- 
neſs of God, and of the reality of prayer, needs 
not be ſolicitous with what face the world look 
on him, when thus his great intereſt and in- 
couragement is ſecure, and a well is at his 
hand that can anſwer all complaints, 

He is the Lord and with him there is no un- 
righteouſneſs; it is ſure the condition of the 
damned in hell takes not off that obligation to 
declare his faithfulneſs, and adore his unſpotted 
juſtice z but O! then, it would ceaſe to be hell, 
if ſuch a bleſſed frame could have a being there, 
A man in Queen Mary's time faid, he could 
not burn for the truth, and therefore forſook it, 
but by an unſeen hand, had both himſelf and 
his houſe in one night burnt, 

O! bleſſed and comfortable time in which the 
faints ſhall then fully know what heaven is, 
which they have ſo oft admired at a diſtance, 
to behold his face in whoſe preſence is fulneſs 
of joy ; and ſhall need no farther confirmation 
of the truth of the word, when once this great 
promiſe of the Lord's return is verified. O! 
when we open the Bible, and read the great 
promiſes thereof, ſhould we not have that im- 
preſſion on our ſouls? theſe are the true and + 
faithful ſayings of God and his word, with 
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whom the doing thereof is as eaſy as to ſay 
ils 

It was a notable ſaying of a grave miniſter of 
Chriſt, when he was upon the ſea in a ſtorm, 
O! ſhall I fear, ſays he, the face of a tyrant, 
that ſerve him who can reſtrain and tame the 
rage of this ſwelling ſea, 

Mr. Robert Bruce, whilſt he was in the mi- 
niſtry at Edinburgh, ſhined as a great light 
through the whole land; the power and efficacy 
of his ſpirit molt ſenſibly accompanying the word 
he preached, yea, it was known what an awful 
impreſſion King James had of him, and did 
once give him that teſtimony before many, that 
he judged Mr, Bruce was worthy of the halt of 
his kingdom. He was a man that had much 
inward exerciſe about his own perſonal caſe, 
had been oft aſſaulted anent that great founda- 
tion of truth, if there was a God, which coſt 
him many days and nights wreſtling, and when 
he hath come up to the pulpit, after being 
ſomewhat ſilent, which was his uſual way, be 
would have ſaid, © I think it is a great matter 
<< to believe there is a God,” telling the people, 
It was another thing to believe that than they 
judged, But it was alſo known by his friends 
with whom he was familiar, what extraordinary 

| con- 
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confirmation he had from the Lord therein, 


what near familiarity he did attain in his ſecret 
converſe with God: none needs fear to venture 
his intereſts through time on the word; it is a 
ſmall matter how this world doth reel and ſtag- 
ger, that is enough, the promiſe of the word 
ſhall certainly take place, and the expectation 
of the ſaints ſhall not make them aſhamed, 

The chriſtian hath this to ſay, in behalf of 
the truth, Perſecuted, but not forſaken ; 
© caſt down, yet not deſtroyed.” You may 
ſee the apoſtle paying ſuch a debt on this ac- 
count, „Having nothing, yet poſleſſing all 
„ things.” 


From Mr, Tomas Warsox's Divine 
Cordial. 


ROM the thorn of fin, ſaints have ga- 
thered the grape of humility, In a ſtrict 
ſenſe we cannot give glory to God, but in an 
evangelical ſenſe we may. Thou wilt love thy 
prince if he ſaves thy life, and wilt thou not 
love God who gives thee liſe; if we love God 
we have all winds blowing for us; theſe things 
which work againſt them ſhall work for good; 
the 
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the croſs ſhall make way for a crown, every 
wind ſhall blow them to the heavenly port. 

In the method God uſeth in calling finners, 
he doth not tye himſelf to a way, or uſe the 
ſame order with all, he comes ſometimes with 
the {till voice. Such as have godly parents and 
have ſet under the warm ſun-ſhine of religious 
education, know not many times how nor when 
they were called ; the Lord did ſecretly and 
gradually inſtill grace into their hearts; as the 
dew falls inſenſibly in drops; they know by the 
heavenly effects that they are called, but the 
time or manner they know not; the finger moves 
on the dial, but we are not ſenſible when it 
moves; thus God deals with ſome. 

This word, „Thy God,” is the ſweeteſt 
word in the Bible, it implies the beſt relations. 
There is never a providence of God, but hath 
either a mercy or a wonder in it. 

We deſert God, when we leave the guidance 
and conduct of his word. The favour of God 
is the beſt jewel ; it ſweetens a priſon, and un- 
ſtings death. When God is gone, what have 
we more ? It is not the harp and viol can com- 
fort, when God is gone. The deſerted ſoul 
ſends up whole vollies of ſighs and groans, it 
knocks at heaven's gate by prayer, it can have 
no 
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po reſt till the golden beams of God's face 
ſhine. 

It argues more grace to grieve for the ſins of 
ethers than for our own; we may grieve for 
our own fins, out of fear of hell, but to grieve 
for the ſins of others, is {rom a principle of love 
to God. 

No man did ever come off a looſer by his ac- 
quaintance with God. 

When Eudoxia the empreſs threatned to 
baniſn Chry ſoſtom, tell her (faith he) I fear 
nothing but ſin. 

The lines of ſcripture are richer than the 
mines of gold. 

How doth a gracious heart prize that day, 
which was made on purpoſe to enjoy God in. 

To love God is a better ſign of ſincerity, than 
to fear him. If you love God, he can give 
you peace when nothing elſe | can, he can turn 
the ſhadow of death into the morning, Amos 
v 8. He can drop in Chriſt's blood, which is 
a cooling julip; he can whiſper his love by the 

Spirit, and with one ſmile ſcatter all your fears 
and diſquiets. God is better than the ſoul, 
better than angels, better than heaven. 

It ſhould be our care not only to have Chi iſt 
with us, but in us, This will be a cordial 


when 
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when we are dying; what though death be in 
our body, if Chriſt be in our heart, 


From Mr. Gammon's Chriſt a Chriſtian's 
Life. 


T is beſt tarrying tho' night when Chriſt is 
preſent : when outward comforts go down, 


and Chriſt ariſes, it is a bleſſed change. It is 
a bleſſed lodging where Chriſt is; well may a 
ſoul ſleep quiet, when Chriſt is preſent with 
him. 


Mr. Bunyan. 


HAT a good night's lodging had Jacob, 

when he fled from the face of his brother 
Eſau ; when the earth was his couch, the ſtone 
his pillow, the heavens his canopy, and the 
ſhades of the night his curtains, 


Mr. ERSEKINE. 


ISDOM ſhines every moment in the 

work of creation, it glitters every day 

in the work of providence ; but all the treaſures 
of wiſdom are hid in Chriſt, 

Speaking of Chriſt's little remnant, he calls 


them the very apple of his eye, the moſt ten- 
* der 
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der part of the body, and the eye-lid of his 
ſpecial providence doth cover them ; yea, ſuch 
is the value he has for them, that he calls them 
himſelf, and ſpeaks of them as if he and they 
were but one; Saul, Saul, (fays the Lord) 
why perſecuteſt thou me? 

If we are not loſt in our thoughts of God, 
our thoughts of God are loſt, When we think 
on the creature, we caſily enlarge our thoughts 
ſo as to ſee an end of their perfection, but when 
we think of God, we can never know him to 
perfection: Pſal. exi. 96. Here our know- 
ledge muſt end in admiration, and our love in 
extaſy; nay, we muſt conceive of God, as 
above all words, above all knowledge, and 
above all admiration, above all love, and above 
all extaſy] But let us go to ſcripture; God 
knows beſt how to ſpeak of himſelf, and we 
may ſafely acquieſe in ſcripture expreſſions, 
Neh. ix. 5. We are to conceive of God in 
Chriſt : Chriſt muſt be eyed in our addrefles 
and acts of worſhip. 

Try your faith, if it be from heaven it will 
meet with oppoſition from hell : the devil may 
let you peaceably go about duty, read, and 
pray, and communicate, becauſe you may do 


theſe things carnally and formally, and go to 


hell 
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hell when all is done: but if once you begin te 
come to Chriſt, or to go about any duty be- 
lievingly, then you are on the way to heaven, 
and if the devil can, he will draw you back, 
and throw you down with diſcouragements, 
and tear you with temptations, either as you 
are coming, or after you are come, 

But it is always the beſt faith that is moſt 
oppoſed by the devil, 

It is a hard thing to keep bufineſs out of our 
thoughts when we pray, and make it ſtay till 
our prayer is ended, 

One ſmile of God's countenance is worth all 
your pains, tho' you were at a hundred times 
more, 


Mr. RaworTrh. 


HE Lord often writes angry epiſtles to 
his c.:ildren, yet obſerve, ſtill at the bot- 
tom of the letter, he ſubſcribes “your loving 
4 Father.“ 
God nach the four keys; of the clouds, the 
womb, the heart, and of death, hanging only 
at his own girdle. | 
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St. Cur ys0SToM's Explanation of Rom. 
| „ 1% 


2 ceive abundance of grace, and of the 


gift of righteouſneſs, reign in life by one 
„ Chriſt Jeſus !” 

The apoſtle ſays, not grace, but abundance 
of grace. For we receive not barely what may 
ſuffice to obtain our pardon, but incomparably 
more. We are delivered from all puniſhment, 
and from every evil. We are juſtified; we 
are ſanctiſied; made the children of God, and 
the brethren of his only begotten Son. We 
are conſtituted heirs, joint heirs with the Prince 
of heaven : yea, we become the members of 
his body, moſt intimately and indiſſolubly united 
to that divine head. 

All theſe privileges St. Paul ſtyles the abun- 
dance of grace, intimating, that the antidote is 
not only qualified to counter- act and expel the 
poiſon ; but is ſovereign alſo to eſtabliſh health, 
to create beauty, to impart honour, and from 
the moſt malignant of all evil, to produce the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed bleflings. Any one of which 
ſeparately conſidered, would have been ſufficient 
5 to 
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to overcome and diſarm death: but under their 
combined influence, it is abſolutely deſtroyed, 
it vaniſhes entirely away, and leaves not fo 
much as a trace of miſchief, or a ſhadow of 
terror. 

Let us ſuppoſe ſome poor debtor, owing a 
conſiderable ſum, and for want of payment caſt 
into priſon ; a generous friend pitying his con- 
dition, diſcharges the whole debt, and releaſes 
him froni confinement. And not this only, 
but beſtows upon him ſplendid apparel, with 
thouſands of filver and gold; introduces him 
to court, and recommends him to the royal fa- 
vour ; procures his advancement to the higheſt 
honours, and puts him in poſleflion of the 
grandeſt preferments. Where now is the diſ- 
grace of his impriſonment, and where are the 
diſtreſſes of his inſolvent ſtate ? 

Such is the caſe with regard to us ſinners, 
and our Tour moſt graci gracious s Redeemer, He has paid 
inconceivably more than we either did or could 
poſſibly owe. Being God, the true God, the 
infinite and eternal God, his payment exceeds 
our debt, as much as the waters of the great 
deep exceed the ſmall drop of a bucket.— 
Doubt not therefore, poor ſinner, that flieſt for 
refuge to this all glotious Saviour; doubt not, 
bur 


. 


mg, 3 
rr 


bw 
2 - 2 en 5 | fy 
= — * * A oy 
Wo - | \ n — 4 n Fs bs 8 n = 9 — N in * 3 . 3 
4 _— he oP - / N P 5 „ 5 4 A * av. A 1 "7 * * 
. . * 8 . * 5 2 kn a 4s z of 1 1 * 
. * 
n 


or DiviniTy. 147 


but thy ſins, though more virulent than all 
plagues, are done away; and death, though he 
be the king of terrors, is aboliſned; this abo- 
liſhed, and thoſe done away, before ſuch an ocean 
of grace and merit, even as a ſpark of fire is 
extinguiſhed, when plunged into the abyſſes of 
the ſea. 


From Mr. CapEL on Temptations, 


MUST ſay that fin is a privation, an obli- 

quity, no effect but a defect, and therefore 
we are not to trouble ourſelves to inquire after 
any proper and efficient cauſe. God cannot be 
a deficient cauſe, becauſe there can be no de- 
feft in him, and therefore the defect muſt be 
in the angel, and we muſt reſt in the will of 
the angel. 

I am perſuaded that many men do diſcourage 
themſelves over and above by reaſon of the too 
much fear they have of ſatan, I would we 
would fear God more, and ſatan leſs; and then 
the devil and we ſhould be leſs acquainted ; we 
yield often out of a baſe fear, 

Many diſpute it, how to find out the point of 
difference betwixt temptations that are ours, 
and ſuch as are wholly diabolical : I think he 

L 2 doth 
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doth beſt, who doth ſtudy how to reſiſt them, 
rather than to difference them. That there is 
a difference I know, but where the inviſible 
point of the difference doth ſtand, that I know 
not. 

Who are ſubject to be tempted ? no man is 
free; the beſt men are often tempted, and that 
when they are at the beſt: the godly have in 
them the riches of the Spirit, gold and ſilver, 
and makes the devil to carry an evil eye to them; 
he is even ſick to ruin ſuch chriſtians. 

A common thing it is for a man out of paſ- 
ſion (not compaſſion) to let it fly at anothers 
ſins to-day, and to fall, or be ready to fall into 
the ſame ſin to-morrow. Keep all our armour 
about us, and put fin and ſatan out of hope, 
Temptation is a ſpiritual thing, reaſon a na- 
tural weapon. And as our reaſon is carnal, it 
is a ſweet friend to ſatan, and takes part with 
him againſt us. A man is never overcome in 
and by the temptation, as long as one can pray 
againſt it, 

Three things to be prayed for; 1. Strength. 
2. Wiſdom. 3. Long-ſuffering. 

The Lord God is too wiſe for ſatan, The 
word uſed aright ſets him a going : it hath to 
back it, the almighty power of God, and ſatan 
Cannot 
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eannot ſtand before this breath of the Lord's 
noſtrils : we deceive ourſelves if we think that 
reaſon is of any force ; beware then of going 
that way to work; we have a better courſe, and 
that is to run to the word ; the word will do it; 
<« jt is written” will pack him away. And in 
all our phyſic, be ſure to put the blood of 
Chriſt. 

Atheiſm. A man hath on his ſide the works 
of nature, the law and fire of his conſcience ; 
but when all is done, that which muſt and only 
will hold us againſt the temptation when it is 


ſtrongly put by ſatan, is to fly to the word of 


God: the word faith, that there is a God, and 
therefore I will believe that there is a God: 
when once we are ſet upon by ſome fierce temp- 
tation, I would all chriſtians to do theſe things ; 
the firſt is, not to enter into diſpute with his 
own reaſon: 2d. Then cleave to the word and 
ſay, though my reaſon cannot tell what to 
make of it, though Juſt in me ſay there is no 
God at all, though ſatan ſay that there is no 
God, and moſt do live as though there were no 
God; yet becauſe it is in the word, the ſerip- 


ture ſaith it, I muſt and will and do believe it: 


we mult ſee both God and heaven and all in 


the word. The beſt way is to begin and end 


L 3 with 
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with the word, and to know that ſuch a prin- 
ciple as is the eſſence and exiſtence of God, 
ought not to be ſo much as queſtioned, 

God in Chriſt hath all plaiſters and pardons 
ready made and ſealed. Our foundation is 


God's election; the Lord knows who are his; 


and though like children we know not him many 
times to be our father, yet he ever knows us 
to be his children. 

Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, 
ſo the text ſaith, but it ſaith not without aſ- 
ſurance. 

What if we cannot pray as we ſhould and 
would? yet deſire to pray is prayer; prayer be- 
ing the deſire of the ſoul, The tongue of a 
man benumbed in a palſy, during the fit, is of no 
uſe, but the ſoul within is never benumbed ; 
there is ſpiritual heat and blood in the ſoul, as 
long as there is life: as long as there is grozn- 
ing, and but groaning, there is prayer : where 
groaning is we doubt of death, but as long as 
there is groaning we know there is life, and 
ſometimes this groaning is the moſt ſpiritual 
kind of praying. 

Satan doth turn and wind every ſtone, and 
all to frighten us and diſcourage us from prayer : 
he knows that a prayer is one of the beſt cit- 

cles 
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cles to help us againſt all the fiends of hell, and 
that his kingdom cannot ſtand againſt one 
prayer of one ſaint: whatever ſatan hath been 
plotting ever ſince he made himſelf a devil, a 
poor chriſtian with one only petition is able to 
undo ; and therefore it is the beſt of his policy, 
to diſhearten us by all means from prayer. 


From Mr, Tromas Bosrox's Four-fold 
| State, 


AVING illumination carries the ſoul be- 
yond opinion, to the certain knowledge of 

Chriſt and his excellency. | 
The light of grace is an overcoming light, 
determining men to aſſent to divine truths on 
the mere teſtimony of God. It is no eaſy thing 
for the mind of man to acquieſce in divine reve- 

lation. 5 

We have Solomon's receipt ſor an ill- memory, 
Prov. iti. 1. * My fon, faith he, forget not my 
< law.” But how ſhall it be kept in mind? 
Let thine heart keep my commandments.” 
Grace makes a heart-memory, even where there 
is no good head-memory, Pfal. cxix. 11. The 
heart truly touched with the powerful ſweetneſs 
of truth, will help the memory to retain wha 
L4 is 
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is ſo reliſhed. The word of God laid up in a 
ſanctified memory, ſerves a man to reſiſt temp- 
tations, puts the ſword in his hand againſt his 
ſpiritual enemies, 

It is obſerved by ſome, that the word Abba, 
is the ſame, whether you read it forward or 
backward ; whatever the believer's cafe be, the 
Lord is ſtill to him, Abba, Father, 

Thou muſt indeed, O believer, grapple with 
death, and ſhalt get the firſt fall ; but thou ſhalt 
riſe again, and come off victorious at laſt. 
Thou muſt go down to the grave; but though 
it be thy long home, it will not be thy everlaſt- 
ing home. Thou wilt not hear the voice of 
thy friends there, but thou ſhalt hear the voice 
of Chriſt there. Thou mayſt be carried thither 
with mourning, but ſhalt come up from it re- 
joicing. Thy friends indeed will leave thee 
there, but thy God will not. What God ſaid 
to Jacob concerning his going down to Egypt, 
Gen. xlvii. 3, 4. he ſays to thee, anent thy 
going down to the grave, © Fear not to go 
% down, I will go with thee, and I will alſo 
<« ſurely bring thee up again :” O ſolid com- 
fort! O glorious hopes! wherefore comfort 
yourſelves, and one another, with theſe words, 
1 Theſ. iv. 18. 


Let 
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Let us reſt in that he cometh; God hath kept 
the day hid from us, that we may be every day 
ready for it, Matt. xxv. 13. And let us re- 
member, that the laſt day of our life, will de- 
termine our ſtate in the laſt day of the world: 
and as we die, ſo ſhall we be judged. Come 
and go are but ſhort words, but they are ſuch 
as will afford matter of thought to all mankind, 
through the ages of eternity. 


From Dr. BaTz's Harmony of the Divine 
Attributes, &c. 


7 IS a choſen miſery that is come upon 
man, and not to be imputed to any de- 
fect of the Divine goodneſs. To ſpeak ſtrictly, 
ſin is the only evil in the world: 'tis an impi- 
ous folly to imagine that God was either de- 
fective in wiſdom, not to know what was the 
beſt ſtate for man in his creation, or defective 
in goodneſs, that knowing it, he would not 
confer it upon him; or defective in power, that 
willing, he was unable to make him better. 

How free was that love, that cauſed the in- 
finitely bleſſed God to do fo much for our re- 
covery ? as if his felicity were imperfect with- 
out Ours, | 


The 
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The love of God makes us amiable, but did 
not find us ſo. 

Man is a deſpicable creature, ſo weak that he 
trembles at the appearance of a worm, and yet 
ſo wicked that he lifts up his hand againſt hea- 
ven. 

*Tis the higheſt miſery to have nothing to 
hope, and ſomething to fear. | 

The ſcripture diſtinctly repreſents the love of 
God in giving his Son, 'and the love of Chriſt in 
giving himſelf to die for man ; and both require 
our deepeſt conſideration. 

St. John repreſents to us that God is love; 
not charitable and loving, that is too weak an 
expreſſion, but love itſelf. 

The wiſdom and power of -God did not act 
to the utmoſt of their efficacy in the creation, 
he could frame a more glorious world ; but the 
love of God in our ſtrange ſalvation by Chriſt, 
cannot in a higher degree be ex; reſt. 

A ſincere believer is aſſured, that all oppoſi- 
tion againſt revealed truths is fallacious, though 
he cannot diſcover the fallacy, How is it poſ- 
= that it ſhould be contrived by natural rea- 

ſon (the goſpel) ſince no man can believe it 
ſincerely when it is revealed, without a ſuper- 
natural faith? 


The 
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The ſtrokes of the Creator's hand are engra- 
ven in all the parts of the univerſe. The heavens 
and earth, and all things in them, ate evident 
teſtimonies of the excellency of their author. 
*Tis true, the viſible frame of the world, and 
the continual benefits of providence, inſtruct 
men in thoſe prime truths, the being and boun- 
ty of God to thoſe that ſerve him, and invite 
them to their duty. God never left himſelf 
without a witneſs in any age. 

Nay, if (by an impoſſible ſuppoſition) they 
could be ſeparated, our Saviour ſhould be more 
dear to us than falvation. But the doctrine of 
ſalvation is the word of truth that came from 
heaven, and bears the characters and marks of 
its divine deſcent. 

*Tis God alone can touch the heart, and 
convince the conſcience, ſo as to produce a 
ſaving belief of the heavenly doctrine, and a 
delight in the diſcovery, and a reſolution to fol- 
low it wherever it directs, 

This wiſdom of God in making the world is 
evident to every eye, but the goſpel is wiſdom 
in a myſtery, 

Such an inconceivable diſtance there is be- 
tween God and man, that it is wonderful God 
will ſpend a thought upon us. 


All 
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All the luſtre of diamonds, the fire of carbun- 
cles, and the beauty of pearls, are nothing to 
the glory of heaven. 

That is the trueſt and nobleſt freedom, to be 
freed from the ſervitude of fin. 

Rom. viii. 35. The apoſtle ſpeaks concerning 
our ſpiritual enemies, Who ſhall ſeparate us 
from the love of Chriſt?“ and that is the 
prize they would fain rob us of; the love of 
Chriſt, which is the fountain of all felicity, 
and the love of God, which is better than life. 
Theſe enemies would rob us of his favour, and 
expoſe us to his diſpleaſure. 

The goſpel alone brings light to the mind, 
peace to the conſcience, purity to the affections, 
and rectitude to the life. 

As torrents that are dried up in the heat of 
ſummer, when there is te moſt need of them; 
ſo all comforts fail in extremity, that are not 
derived from the fountain of life. 

A true chriſtian is moved by fear, more by 
hope, moſt by love. 

In heaven there is ſuch a glory and bleſſed- 
neſs, as will not only ſatisfy all our deſires, but 
will exclude all our fears. There ſhall never 
be any danger of loſing it, nay, there ſhal! 
never be any fear of loſing it, 

How 
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How honourable is it to the truth and power 
of God, when a believer doth give credit to his, 
revelation of the unſeen world; when we firmly 
aſſent to this, that there is another life after 
this, and another happineſs that ſenſe cannot 
diſcover ; when we do believe this as firmly as 
if we ſaw it ? What an honourable teſtimony is 
this to God, when his word ſhall be ſuch a ſe- 
curity, that we can venture our all upon it? 

The giving of heaven itſelf, with all its joys 
and glory, is not ſo perfect and full a demon- 
ſtration of the love of God, as the giving of his 
Son to die for us. 

The goſpel forbids all murmurings againſt 
providence, which is the ſeed of rebellion, and 
all anxious thoughts concerning things future : 
Matt. vi. 31. | 

We ſhould not anticipate evils by our ap- 
prehenſions and fears, they come faſt enough 
nor retain their affecting memory to imbitter 
our lives, they ſtay long enough. 

It is by humble prayer wherein we acknow- 
ledge our wants, and unworthineſs, and de- 
clace our dependance upon the Divine mercy 
and power that we obtain grace. 

Death is an enemy that threatens none whom 


it 
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it doth not ſtrike, and there is none but it 
threatens. 


From Mr. ELISsHA Colts on God's So- 
vereignty. 


O man periſhed but for unbelief; where 
the goſpel is not, they periſh for not be- 
lieving in God ; and where it is, for not be- 
lieving in Chriſt. 

All things were made for himſelf, and by 
this ſcale they aſcend to him ; the world for the 
elect, the elect for Chriſt, and Chriſt for God. 

All his works praiſe him, but above all, that 
of redemption is of higheſt note and eminency. 

All the ways of God are pleaſantneſs to them 
that walk in them, and theſe would not leave 
them again, although their future happineſs were 
not concerned in it; if they be grievous to any, 
it is from their unacquaintedneſs with his love, 
1 John v. 3. 


Tromas Cork on Regeneration. 


E not caſt down at any thing that offends 
you here below; you have a father in hea- 
ven who takes care of you, numbers the hairs 
of 
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of your heads, will intereſt himſelf in your 
ſmalleſt concerns, and ſee that all things ſhall 
work together for good to you. 


From Mr. RoptrT TRAIL. 


F God's word of promiſe cannot bear thee 
up, though all the ſhoulders of all the an- 
gels in heaven ſhould prop thee up, thou wouldſt 
ſink under them. 

The Lord hath changed his countenance, 
the Lord hath changed his hand, only his heart 
remains unchang*able ſtill, that's to be firmly 
believed. What ſort of a man is a believer? 
He is one that is b:ovught within the chariot 
paved with love, for the daughters of Jeruſalem; 
every one that is brought to heaven, ts carried 
in that chariot ; love all over, bottom and top, 
and all the ſides of it: every believer is a pri- 
ſoner of love, he is guarded by love till he come 
to heaven, 

All good and nothing but good 1s in the co- 
venant ; all bleſſings are in it, and every thing 
that is in it is a bleſſing, becauſe it is in it: if 
the rod be in the covenant as it is 'tis good, be- 
cauſe 'tis there ; aud it will be found to be good 
when we meet it, 


The 
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The devil has been buſy above theſe five 
thouſand years upon the road to heaven, yet he 
never flew one believer to this day: if a man be 
in Chriſt the ark, he is certainly ſafe ; he may 


be frightened, he may be diſturbed, he may ap- 
prehend danger, but he ſhall feel none. 


From Mr. AuBROsE. 


11 confirming, examining the 


word, is as the pounding of ſpices, that 
will make them ſmell more. 


From Dr. Tous Goopwin. 


HAT as in a believer, there often come in 

a thouſand objections againſt his faith, 
and his heart is filled with doubting thoughts, 
and to his thinking with nothing elſe, when 
yet ſecret faith works in all its actions againſt 
them, and the acts thereof, which are not diſ- 
cerned, do prevail with the heart {till to go on 
to obey God, and cleave to him, and to fear 


him, more than all thoſe doubts that keep a 
noiſe, can prevail to the contrary. 

I have told you of an eſtate of men who 
walk in darkneſs and haye no light; yea, ſouls 


that 
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chat will complain that they call into queſtion, 
whether there be a God, or the ſcriptures be 
true, or themſelves in God's favour, and they 
have no thought in view, but ſuch as cauſes 
them to doubt of all theſe, and yet even they 
walk more cloſely with God in ſuch an hour, 
than when they are freed from all theſe, and 
thereby they ſhew that they believe theſe truths, 
even when they ſeem to deny them, which 
they could not do, but that faith and the prin- 
ciples of it work the moſt ſtrongly in them; 
when faith ſays leaſt, it often doth moſt, 

He that believeth on Chriſt, God ſtampeth 
upon that man's will, upon his heart, an in- 
ſtint after Jeſus Chriſt; and after myſtical 
union with him, ſo as he can never be int 
without him. 

What is weaker than a word? and yet God 
created the world by it. 

If he accompanies the glory of the goſpel to 
our hearts, he preſents the things and the real 
images thereof to our ſouls in and through 
thoſe words. 

How ſhould we prize and value ſuch a glaſs 
as this, preſerve it from ſoyling ſpots, or break- 
ing, and ſuffer it not to be perverted : you re- 


ject ſuch as are falſe and miſrepreſent, you af- 
M fe 
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fect pure and clear ones: Oh ! then, keep to 
and preſerve the goſpel in its purity; you ſee | 
your huſband in it, and his beauty every day, 
It is a deep knowledge, becauſe it is that know- 
ledge which God appropriates unto himſelf as 
his invention. There is nothing in thy ſoul 
that thou canſt object, but there is that in the 
goſpel which will anſwer it particularly. There- 
fore, the more knowledge a believer hath of 
the goſpe], the mbre his heart is comforted. 
To another man, all the truths of the goſpel 
are but as flowers plucked off the ſtalks, they 
do not grow upon his heart, therefore they die 
and whither ; but a faint hath a root within, | 
upon which all theſe are ingrafted, and there- | 
fore he continually feels the ſavour of them; ; 
there is ſtill a freſh ſcent and verdure, and ſweet (+ | 
ariſing from them whereby his heart is com- 
forted, 


From Dr. JohN Owen. 5 


f 
HEN a foul through manifold diſ- : 
couragements and deſpondencies with- = | 
draws, and as it were hides itſelf from him, he 
calleth to ſee a poor weeping, blubberd face, 
and to hear a broken voice, that ſcarce goes be- 
yond ſighs and groans, ' 
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Take heed of decays; whatever ground the 
goſpel loſeth in our minds, fin poſſeſſeth it for 
itſelf and its own ends, 

There is no man whatever, that hath any 
want in reference unto the things of God, but 
Chriſt will be unto him that which he wants: 
I ſpeak of thoſe who are given him of his fa- 
ther. Is he dead? Chriſt is life: Is he weak? 
Chriſt is the power of God and the wiſdom of 
God: Hath he the ſenſe of guilt upon him? 
Chriſt is compleat righteouſneſs, “ the Lord 
our righteouſneſs :” many poor creatures are 
ſenſible of their wants, but know not where 
their remedy lies; indeed whether it be life or 
light, power or joy, all is wrapped up in him. 

Beloved peace, beloved natural relations, be- 
loved wiſdom and learning, beloved righteouſ- 
neſs and duties, all loſs compared with Chriſt. 

Take heed of them who would rob you of 
the deity of Chriſt; if there were no more 
grace for me than what can be treaſured up in 
a mere man, I ſhould rejoice my portion might 


be under rocks and mountains. 


This is the hidden myſtery, great without 


& controverſy, admirable to eternity. What poor, 


0 low, periſhing things, do we ſpend our con- 
templations on? 
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Were we to have no advantage by this aſto- 
niſhing diſpenſation, yet its excellency, glory, 
beauty and depths, deſerve the flower of our in- 
quiries, the vigor of our ſpirits, the ſubſtance of 
our time; but when withal our life, our peace, 
our joy, our inheritance, our eternity, our ALL 
lies herein, ſhall not the thoughts of it always 
dwell in our hearts, always refreſh and delight 
our ſouls, 

To teach a man that he cannot do what he 
ought to do, and for which he condemns him- 
ſelf if he do it not, is no eaſy taſk. 

We have not a deliverance from trouble, a 
recovery of health, eaſe of pains, freedom from 
any evil that ever laid hold upon us, but it is 
given us on the interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Believers are unacquainted with their own 
condition, if they look upon their mercies as 
diſpenſed in a way of common providence, 

Without the conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
we ſhall have wiſdom for no work ; peace in no 
condition; ſtrength for no duty; ſucceſs in no 
tryal; joy in no ſtate; no comfort in life, no 
light in death. 

None ſhall ever be delivered from perplexing 
temptations, unto the glory of God and their 
ewn ſpiritual advantage, but by acting and ex- 

erciſing 
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erciſing of faith on Chriſt Jeſus, and the ſuf- 
ficiency of his grace for our deliverance. 

None that think of God with a due reverence, 
but he ſhall be ſenſible of advantage by it, 


On Spiritual Mindedneſs. 


In thoughts of the Divine Being and exiſ- 
tence, we are apt to be at a loſs; but let us 
betake ourſelves unto an holy admiration of 
what we cannot comprehend; they are the ob- 
jects of faith and worſhip, in them we may 
find reſt and ſatisfaction, when enquiries and 
reaſonings will diſquiet us, and it may be over- 


whelm us. Can we but poſleſs our ſouls with 


the apprehenſion, that when we are left alone 
in our tryals and dangers, from any counte- 
nance of friends, or help of men, yet that in- 
deed we are not alone, becauſe the Father is 
with us, it will ſupport us under our diſponden- 
cies, and enable us unto our duties. 

Recalling the experiences we have had of 
God, will lead us unto the exerciſe of all kind 
of graces, which is the greateſt diſappointment 
of our adverſary. 


He who prays as he ought, will endeavour 


to live as he prays, This none can do, who 
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doth not with diligence keep his heart unto the 
things he hath prayed about, 

Importunate prayer is certainly prevailing ; 
importunity is as it were made up of two things 
frequency of interpoſition, and variety of ar- 
guings. 

The law ſpeaks nothing to a ſinner, but 
what his conſcience aſſures him to be true. 

There are in all men by nature, indeligble 
characters of the holineſs and purity of God; 
of his juſtice, and hatred of fin, of his invaria- 
ble righteouſneſs in the government of the world, 
that they can never diſpoſe nor lay aſide. 

He that hath flight thoughts of ſin, had never 
great thoughts of God, 

He who is not acquainted with God's holineſs 
and purity, who knows not ſin's deſert and ſin- 
fulneſs, knows nothing of forgiveneſs. Who 
among the ſaints find not, what life, what 
light, what ſtrength ſometimes; and again how 
dead, how dark, how weak, as God is pleaſed 
to let out, or to reſtrain the fruits of his love ? 

- Our love to God is ebbing and flowing, 
waining and increaſing : we loſe our firſt love, 
and we grow again in love, ſcarce a day at a 
ſtand. What poor creatures are we? how un- 
like the Lord and his love? Whenever was the 
time, 
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time, wherever was the place, that our love 
was one day equal towards God ? 

+ Abide in all duties, in all the ways of wor- 
ſhip wherein thou mayſt be found, and however 
it be for a while, the latter end of that ſoul who 


X thus abideth with God will be peace; it begets 
= Aaliking of God in the ſoul, and conſequently 
ſome love unto him. 
| 5 Not to have God as a father, is not to have 
him at all; and he is known as a father only, 
aãs he is love and full of pardoning mercy in 
ws Chriſt. Whenever Chriſt is abſent, it is night 
= with a believer. Dull in prayer, wandring in 
= meditations, rare in thoughts of him ! whatever 
| ; way God hath appointed, I will in his ſtrength 
Wo vigorouſly purſue, until this frame be altered, q 
and 1 find my beloved. | : 
5 Ignatius when he was lead to martyrdom, ; 
let what will, ſaid he, come upon me, only 4 
( fo as I may obtain Jeſus Chriſt ;” all is wel- | 
* come that comes from him, or for him. | 
5 One of the ancients tell us, there ought to | 
be ſo great a love of the truth in us, that what- | | 
1 5 ſoever we ſay to be true, ſhould be as much as 1 
5 9 if we had ſworn it to be true, or had delivered 1 
. it upon oath. 
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Meditations on the Glory of Chriſt. 


No man ſhall ever behold the glory of Chriſt 
by ſight hereafter, who doth not in ſome mea- 
ſure behold it by faith here in this world, 
Grace is a neceſſary preparation for glory, and 
faith for ſight. Wherefore let no man deceive 
himſelf ; he that hath no ſight of the glory of 
Chriſt here, ſhall never have any of it hereafter 
unto his advantage. Herein would I live; 
herein would I dye; hereon would I dwell in 
my thoughts and affections, to the withering 
and conſumption of all the painted beauties of 
this world, unto the crucitying all things here 
below, until they become unto me a dead and 
deformed thing, no way meet for affectionate 
embraces, | 

Temptations, afflictions, changes, ſorrows, 
dangers, fears, ſickneſs and pains, do fill up ne 
ſmall part of this preſent lite. 

If you would behold the glory of Chriſt, as 
the great means of your ſanctification and con- 
ſolation, as the only preparation for the be- 
holding of his glory in eternal bleſſedneſs ; 
conſider what of God is made known and re- 
preſented unto you in him, wherein God pur- 
poſed and deſigned to glorify himſelf in you. 

| Pray 
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Pray then with Moſes, that God would ſhew 
you this his glory; pray with the apoſtle, that 
the eyes of your underſtanding may be enlight- 
ned to behold it; pray that the God of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, may 
give unto you the Spirit of wiſdom and reve- 
lation in the knowledge of him. Fill your minds 
with ſpiritual thoughts and contrivances about 
them. He who hath had a real view of this 
glory, though he know himſelf to be a poor, 
ſinful, dying worm of the earth, yet would he 
not be 'an angel in heaven, if thereby he ſhould 
loſe the fight of it; for this is the center where- 
in all the lines of the manifeſtations of the Di- 
vine glory do meet and reſt, 

Let your occaſional thoughts of Chriſt be 
many, and multiplied every day. He is not 
far from us; we may make a ſpeedy addreſs to 
him at any time. 

It is to no purpoſe to boaſt of Chriſt, if we 
Rave not an evidence of his graces in our hearts 
and lives. But unto whom he is the hope of 
future glory, unto them he is the life of preſent 
grace. 

If we learn to be content with ſuch lifeleſs 
unaffecting thoughts of him, as bring in no ex- 


perience of his love, nor give us a real view of 
the 
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the glory of his perſon, we ſhall wither away 
as unto all the power of religion. And a great 
rebuke it ought to be unto us, when Chriſt 
hath at any time in a day been long out of our 
minds: he humbled himſelf for the ſalvation of 
the church unto the eternal glory of God, to 
take our nature upon him, and to be made man; 
and thoſe who cannot ſee a divine glory in his 
ſo doing, do neither know him, nor love him, 
nor believe in him, nor do any way belong 
unto him. 2 
What is it that any man in diſtreſs, who flies 
thereunto may look for in a ſanctuary ? a ſupply 
of all his wants, a deliverance from all his fears, 
a defence againſt all his dangers, are propoſed 
unto him therein. Such is the Lord _ Jeſus 
Chriſt herein unto fin-diftreſſed ſouls; he is a 
refuge unto us in all our ſpiritual diſtreſſes and 
diſconſolations. Are any of us burdened with a 
ſenſe of ſin? Are we bowed down with the op- 
preſſion of any ſpiritual adverſary? Do we on 
any of: theſe accounts walk in darkneſs and have 
no light? One view of the glory of Chrift 
herein is able to ſupport and relieve us. Where 
are our hearts and minds, if we can fee no 
glory in it? I know in the contemplation of it, 
it will quickly overwhelm our reaſon, and 
12 bring 
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bring our underſtanding into a laſs : but unto 
this loſs do I deſire to be brought every day. 

Moreover, be not contented to have right 
notions of the love of Chriſt in your minds, 
unleſs you can attain a gracious taſte of it in 
your hearts, no more than you would be to ſee 
a feaſt or banquet richly prepared, and partake 
of nothing of it unto your refreſhment. 

So much as we know of Chriſt, his ſuffer» 
ings, and his glory; ſo much do we underſtand 
of the ſcripture, and no more. God alone hath 
all being in him: hence he gives himſelf that 
name, I AM; he was eternally All; when all 


things elſe that ever were, or now are, or ſhall 


be, were nothing, 

Our preſent mortal ſtate is this wall, which 
mult be demoliſhed before we can ſee him as he 
is. In the mean time, he looketh through the 
windows of the ordinances of the goſpel ; he 
gives us ſometimes, when he is pleaſed to ſtand 
in thoſe windows, a view of himſelf; but it is 
imperſect, as is our fight of a man through a 
window. The appearance of him at theſe 
windows, are full of refreſhment unto the ſouls 
of them that do believe; but our view of them 
is imperfect, tranſient, and doth not abide; we 
are for the moſt part quickly left to bemoan 

| what 
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what we have loſt, The more we grow in 
faith and ſpiritual light, the more ſenſible are 
we of our preſent burthens, and the more ve- 
hemently do we groan for deliverance into the 
perfect liberty of the ſons of God. The deſire 
hath ſorrow, and that ſorrow hath joy and re- 
freſhment in it; like a ſhower that falls on a 
man in a garden in the ſpring, it wets him, 
but withal refreſheth him with the favour it 
cauſeth in the flowers and herbs of the garden 
where he is. Alas! we cannot here think of 
Chriſt, but we are quickly aſhamed of, and 
troubled at our own thoughts, ſo confuſed are 
they, ſo unſteady, ſo imperfect: commonly 
they iſſue in a groan or a ſigh; © Oh! when 
e ſhall we come unto him? when ſhall we be 
« ever with him? when ſhall we ſee him as he 

a 17 
Do we find ourſelves lifeleſs in the ſpiritual 
duties of religion? Are we ſtrangers unto the 
heavenly viſits of conſolation and joys, thoſe 
viſitations of God whereby he preſerves our 
ſouls ? we have no way of recovery but by this 
alone; to this ſtrong tower muſt we turn our- 
ſelves as priſoners of hope; unto Chriſt muſt 
we look that we may be ſaved. It may be, 
you have prayed, and cried, and reſolved, and 
| vowed, 
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yowed, but all without ſucceſs, as you ſuppoſe, 
fin hath broken through all: however, it you 
give not over, you ſhall prevail at laſt, 

Spiritual appetite conſiſts in earneſt deſires, 
and a ſavory reliſh: ſo it is deſcribed by the 
apoſtle ; As new born babes deſire the ſincere 
« milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby 
« if ſo be ye have taſted that the Lord is gra- 
c cjous.” There is required unto this ſpiritual 
appetite an earneſt deſite of the word, grounded 
on an experience of the grace of God in it unto 
this end, that we may grow and thrive ſpiritually 
thereby, 

Let us live in the conſtant contemplation of 
the glory of Chriſt, and virtue will proceed 
from him to repair all our decays, to renew a 
right ſpirit within us, and to cauſe us to abound 
in all duties of religion. This way of producing 
theſe eftects, fleſh and blood will not reveal ; 
it looks like waſhing in Jordan to cure a lepro- 
ſy: but the life of faith is a myſtery, known 
only unto them in whom it is. It is a great 
thing to apprehend in a due manner, that a 
poor ſoul that hath been guilty of many fins, 
leaving the body, it may be under great pain, 
diſtreſs and anguiſh, it may be by outward vio- 
lence, ſhould be immediately admitted and re- 

ceived 
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ceived into the glorious preſence of God, with 
all the holy attendants of his throne, there to 
enjoy reſt and bleſſedneſs for evermore ! Some 
have been relieved by the remembrance of this 
Exerciſe of faith, when they have been at the 
door of deſperation ; ſuch or ſuch a ſeaſon they 
had experience of the work of faith in prayer, 
hath been their relief; an experience hereof is 
a jewel, which it may be of no great uſe whilſt 
it lies by you locked up in a cabinet, but which 
you will know the worth of, if ever you come 
to need bread for your lives. 

The deſirable things of this life; uncertain 
riches, uncertain enjoyments, periſhing things 
paſſing away ; yea, ſnares, burdens, hinderan- 
ces, the ſcripture repreſents them to be, and ſo 
they are. 

For the times; there are none to be ſo di- 
ligently watched over as our ſolitudes and re- 
tirements by night or day: whatever we are 
in them, that we are indeed, and no more. 

The light of the juſt doth in the iſſue always 
increaſe by temptations, as that of the hypo- 
crite is conſtantly impaired by them. 
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In a Letter to Mrs. Por RHIII, the Dr. ſays, 


© The ſovereignty of divine wiſdom and 


& grace is all that I have at this day to retreat 


© unto; God direct you thereunto alſo, and 
« you will find reſt and peace: pray, madam, 
„my dear ſiſter, child and care, beware you 
& lofe not the advantage of this diſpenſation,” 


To CHARLEs FLEETwooD, Eſq. 


© There is more than ordinary mercy in 
& every day's preſervation, I find you and I 
« are much in complaining ; for my part I muſt 
% ſay, and is there not a cauſe ? So much dead- 
„ neſs, ſo much unſpirituality, ſo much weak- 
* neſs in faith, coldneſs in love, inſtability in 
& holy meditations, as I find in myſelf, are 
« cauſe ſufficient of complaint: but is there 
c not cauſe alſo of thankſgiving and joy in the 
« Lord? Are there not reaſons for them? when 
% begin to think of them, I am overwhelmed ; 
e they are great, they are glorious, they are 

4 inexpreſſible,” _ 
In a letter to the ſame gentleman, (two days 
before he died) he fays, „IJ am going to him 
« whom 
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© whom my ſoul has loved, or rather, who 
de has loved me with an everlaſting love; 
« which is the whole ground of all my conſo- 
« lation, I am leaving the ſhip of the church 
in a ſtorm; but, while the great pilot is in 
« it, the loſs of a poor under-rower will be 
< inconſiderable: live and pray, and hope and 


« wait patiently, and do not deſpond ; the pro- 
<« miſe ſtands invincible, that he will never 4 
leave us nor forſake us.“ 5 


From Dr. Owzn's Anſwer unto that En- 
quiry, ** Wherefore we believe the Scrip- 
ture to be the Word of God.“ 


But why ſhould we believe this word of pro- 
_phecy? may not this alſo be a cunningly de- 
viſed fable, and the whole ſcripture be but the 
ſuggeſtions of men's private ſpirits, as is ob- 
jected? all is finally reſolved into this, that the N 
writers of it were immediately moved and acted 
by the Holy Ghoſt, from which divine original 
it carrieth along its own evidence with it. 
He maketh himſelf known to us by the in- 
nate principles of our nature, unto which he 
| hath communicated as a power of apprehending 
ſo indelible a ſenſe of his being, his authority, 
and 
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and his will, ſo far as our natural dependance 
on him, and moral ſubjection to him do require. 

When God revealeth himſelf, that is, his 
eternal power and godhead, by the things that 
are made, the works of creation, the heavens 
declaring his glory, and the firmament ſhewing 
his handy work; the reaſon of men ftirr'd up 
and brought into exerciſe thereby, doth infalli- 
bly conclude upon the evidence that is in that 
revelation, that there is a God, and he eternally 
powerful and wiſe, without any farther argu- 
ments to prove the revelation to be true, 

We need no other argument to prove that 
God made the world, but itſelf, 

Now there are greater and more evident im- 
preſſions of divine excellencies left on the writ- 
ten word from the infinite wiſdom of the author 
of it, than any that are communicated unto the 
works of God, of what ſort ſoever. Where- 
fore the only evidence whereon they received 
the word, and acknowledged it to be of God, 
was that divine power and efficacy, whereof 


they found and felt the experience in themſelves, 
1 Cor. xiv. 


* 


Although a man be furniſhed with external 
arguments of all ſorts concerning the divine 
original, and authority of the ſcriptures ; yet 
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if he have no experience in himſelf of its divine 
power, authority and efficacy, he neither doth 
nor can believe it to be the word of God in a 
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due manner, with faith divine and ſupernatural. 
But he that hath this experience, hath that 
teſtimony in himſelf which will never fail. It 
evidences its divine power in adminiſtring 
ſtrong conſolation in the deepeſt, and moſt un- 
relievable diſtreſſes. It doth in like manner 
evidence its divine authority by the awe which 
it puts on the minds of the generality of man- 
kind, unto whom it is made known, that they 
date not abſolutely reject it. 


On the cxxxth Pſalm. (Dr. Owen.) 


As when Jacob had ſeen the beauty of 


Rachel, and loved her, he was contented to 


wait ſeven years for the enjoyment of her to be 4 
his wife, and thought no time Jong, no toil 


too hard that he might obtain her; ſo the ſoul 
having diſcovered the beauty and excellency of 
forgiveneſs as it is with God, as it is in his gra- 
cious heart, in his eternal purpoſe, in the blood 


of Chriſt, in the promiſe of the goſpel, is re- 


ſolved to wait quietly and patiently for the time 
wherein God will clear up unto. it its own 
perſonal 
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perſonal intereſt therein: even one experimen- 
tal embracement of it, even at the hour of 
death, doth well deſerve the waiting and obe- 
dience of the whole courſe of a man's life, 


From AnTrony PAaLMER's Tempeſtuous 
Soul calmed by Jeſus Chriſt. 


T is an honour to a friend to truſt him, when 
abſent from him, yea, when he ſeems to 


frown ; ſo to a poor ſoul to follow and believe 
Jeſus Chriſt ſweet, and gracious, and faithful ; 
though it never taſted him, gives moſt glory 
unto him. 

If it is no farther with thee than this, Lord, 
help my unbelief ;” know, it is impoſſible to 
cry after Chriſt with complaints of unbelief, 
without ſome truth of faith. 

A poor ſoul may take farther incouragement 
beſide the promiſes, from the bleſſed experiences 
of many and many a comfortleſs creature, who 
after many tempeſts, periſhing fears, ſinkings 
of ſpirits, have at laſt by waiting publickly and 
privately for Chriſt's voice found the rebuking 
power of it, and their diſtempers ſweetly al- 
layed, and even a ſudden calm upon them. 
Conſider therefore by the way, what are the 
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wondrous things upon thy ſpirit ? what are the 
things thou haſt deep thoughts of heart about:? 
canſt thou feelingly ſay, Oh ! how wonderful 
have been the thoughts of Chriſt towards me 
what wonders hath he wrought for me, and in 
me, Who is a God pardoning iniquity, like 
c unto thee !”” That is the temper and voice 
of a pardoned ſoul, ſo he breaks out into ad- 
miration of him, 


From Mr. HERCULES CoLLiNns. 


HIS is very obſervable, that ſatan gene- 

rally ſets moſt upon the moſt holy, and 
thoſe who bring moſt glory to God, becauſe he 
envieth their glorifying of him: this is the 
chief deſign of ſatan in all your temptations ; 
and the Jeſtruction of the ſoul is his ſubordinate 
end, 

The devil's aſſaults are not ſo much againſt 
the weakeſt but ſtrongeſt ſaint, and therefore it 
is no good inference to conclude you cannot be 
a child of God becauſe ſo much hurried, for it 
is rather an argument you are one of God's 
choice jewels, 

Iſa. xli. 26. The true God declares the end 
from the beginning, therefore he muſt fore- 
| | know 


* Pe * 1 3 
Jae — „ LET'S F LE 
- 


” DS g f * 
. Py 


% * . T — 
— ay 2 RW. 
PP 


a 


"wk 


or DiviniTyY. 181 


know whatever comes to paſs. And albeit God 
did not decree ſin to be in the world, becauſe 
contrary to his nature, yet he decreed to per- 
mit it, knowing how to bring glory to himſelf 
out of it, elſe would never have permitted it. 
He foreknew infallibly who would be ſaved, 
and who would miſcarry, before he made man, 


notwithſtanding all the means afforded ; God 


foreſaw many thouſands would periſh, yet, let 
none ſay, if ſo, why did God make man? O 
have a care of thy thoughts, Rom. ix. 19—23. 

He is in the world in a way of providence ; 
in heaven moſt glorious; in hell in his power 
and juſtice: God is in every place, and totally 
in every place ; not a part of God in one place, 
and a part in another. 

Rain nor drought, fruitfulneſs, barrenneſs, 
riches nor poverty, health nor ſickneſs, proſ- 
perity nor adverſity, life nor death, come not 
upon us by chance, but according to the coun- 
ſel of his own will ; divine providence extends 
itſelf to all perſons, things, places and times. 


Saying of St. BERNARD. 


There is nothing ſo effectual to obtain grace, 
or retain grace, as always to be found before 


N 3 God, 
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God, not over wiſe, but to fear. Happy art 
thou, if thy heart be repleniſhed with three 
fears: a fear for received grace; a greater fear 
for loſt grace ; a greateſt fear to recover grace. 


Sayings of St. AUGUSTIN. 


Temporal things more raviſh in the expec- 
tation than in fruition ; but things eternal, more 
in the fruition, than expectation. 

The beſt remedy againſt pride, is the be- 
holding the Lord's croſs, 


From Mr. Joszen Har L's Select 
Thoughts. 


HERE is no cloathing can fit the ſoul 

but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; all other 
robes in the wardrobe of earth, or heaven, are 
too ſhort, too ſtrait : It is our honour, and his 
favour, that we are allowed to love God; it is 
our duty to fear him, If then Chriſt be mine, 
all is mine: O ! Saviour, let me feel myſelf 
thoroughly poſſeſt of thee ! whether the world 
flide or fink, I am happy. If we did know 
how ſweet the Lord is, in his ſure promiſes, in 
his unfailing mercies, we could not but long 
after 
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after him, and remain unſatisfied till we find 
him ours. The beſt being on earth is but mi- 
ſerable; even Enoch's walk with God cannot 
exempt him from ſorrows, he muſt ceaſe to be, 


that he may begin to be happy. 


From Mr. MarsnaLir's Goſpel Sanctifi- 
cation, 


HE that ſlight the work of faith for its 
eaſineſs, ſhew, that they were never yet 
made ſenſible of ſin, and the terrible uſe of the 
law, and the wrath of God that they lie under; 
and of the darkneſs and vanity of their minds, 
the corruption and hardneſs of their hearts, and 
their bondage under the power of fin and ſatan, 
and have not been truly humbled, without 
which they cannot believe in a right manner. 
Many ſound believers have found by expe- 
rience, that it hath been a very hard matter 
to bring their hearts to the duty of believing ; 
it hath coſt them vigorous ſtruggles and ſharp 
conflicts with their own corruptions, and ſa- 
tan's temptations. It is ſo difficult a work, 
that we cannot perform it without the mighty 
working of the Spirit of God in our hearts, 
who only can make it to be abſolutely eaſy to 
N 4 us, 
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us, and doth make it eaſy, or ſuffer it to be 
difficult, according as he is pleaſed to commu- 
nicate his grace in various degrees unto our 
ſouls, | 

We muſt not be grieved, that we have 
nothing to truſt upon beſides Chriſt for our 
ſalvation ; but rather we are to rejoice that we 
need nothing elſe, and that we have a ſure foun- 
dation to rely upon, incomparably better than 
any other that can be imagined, and we muſt 
reſolve to caſt the burden of our ſouls wholly 
on Chriſt, and to ſeek ſalvation no other way 
whatſoever becomes of us. 

Many that have fallen into great ſins are 
ruined for ever, becauſe they do not account the 
grace of Chriſt ſufficient for their pardon and 
ſanctification; when they think they are gone, 
and paſt all hope of recovery, that their ſins 
are upon them, and they pine away in them, 
how ſhall they live? This deſpair works ſecretly 
in many ſouls, without much trouble and hor- 
ror, and maketh them careleſs of their ſouls and 
true religion. The devil fills ſome with horrid, 
filthy, and blaſphemous thoughts, on purpoſe 
that they may think their ſins too great to be 
forgiven ; though commonly ſuch thoughts are 
the leaſt of the ſins of thoſe that are peſtered 
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with them, and rather the devil's ſins than 
theirs, becauſe they are hurried into them ſore 
againſt their wills: but if their hearts be ſome- 
what poluted with them, Chriſt teſtifieth, 
<« that all manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall 
ce be forgiven, except the blaſphemy againſt 
„ the Holy Ghoſt.” And as for thoſe that 


are guilty of blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


the reaſon why they are never forgiven, is not 
becauſe of any want of ſufficiency in the blood 
of Chriſt, or in the pardoning mercy of God, 
but becauſe they never repent of that ſin, and 
never ſeek to God for mercy thro' Chriſt, but 


continue obſtinate until death, for the ſcripture 


teſtifieth, “that it is impoſſible to renew them 
ce again unto repentance.” So that the merits 
of Chriſt are ſufficient for all that ſeek to him 
for mercy by believing, 

Take heed of foſtering any thoughts, that 


God hath abſolutely decreed to ſhew no ſaving 


mercy to you, or that you have already com- 
mitted the unpardonable ſin, or that it is in 
vain for you to attempt the work of believing, 
becauſe God will not help you in it. If ſuch 
thoughts prevail in your hearts, they will do 
you more hurt than the blaſphemous thoughts 


that terrify you, or any of the groſſeſt abomi- 


nations 
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nations that ever you were guilty of, becauſe 
they obſtruct your believing in Chriſt for ſal- 
vation. | 

A continuance and growth in faith, will re- 
quire our labour and induſtry, as well as the 
beginning; though we are to aſcribe the glory 
of all to the grace of God in Chriſt, who is the 
finiſher, as well as the author of it. 

The more good and beneficial we apprehend 
God to be to us to all eternity, doubtleſs the 
more lovely God will be to us, and our affec- 
tions will be the more inflamed towards him ; 
God will not be loved as a barren wilderneſs, 
a land of darkneſs to us, neither will he be 
ſerved for nought. He would think it a diſ- 
honour to him to be owned by us as our God, 
if he had not prepared for us a city ; and he 
draweth us to love him by the cords of a man, 
ſuch cords as the love of men uſeth to be drawn 
by, even by his own love to us, in laying bis 
benefits before us: therefore the way for us to 
keep ourſelves in the love of God, is to look 
for his mercy unto eternal life. 


From 
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From Mr. NAL 's Hiſtory of the 
Puritans, 


N the year 1570, died Mr. Andrew Kingſ- 
mill, born in Hampſhire, and educated in 

All-Souls College, Oxon. He had ſuch a ſtrong 
memory, that he could readily rehearſe in the 
Greek language, all St. Paul's epiſtles to the 
Romans and Galatians, and other portions of 
ſcripture, memoriter. He was a moſt pious and 
religious perſon, undervaluing all wordly profit 
in compariſon of the aſſurance of his ſalvation. 

In 1572, died the rev. and learned Mr. John 
Knox, he was a ſon of thunder, and feared not 
the face of any man in the cauſe of religion. 
After a life of great ſervice and labour, he died 
comfortably in the midſt of his friends, in the 
67th year of his age, being greatly ſupported in 
his laſt hours from the 17th chapter of St. John, 
1 Cor. xv. both which he ordered to be fre- 
quently read to him. 

In king James Iſt's time, died Thomas Cart- 
wright, one of the chief of the puritans, and a 
great ſufferer for non-conformity. He was ſuch 
a popular preacher, that when his turn came 
to preach at St. Mary's, the ſexton was oblig- 


ed 
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ed to take down the windows. He was a per- 
ſon of uncommon induſtry and piety, fervent 
in prayer, a frequent preacher, and of a meek 
and humble ſpirit; his laſt ſermon was on 
Eccles. xii. 7. The Tueſday following he was 
two hours on his knees in private prayer, and 
a few hours after quietly reſigned his ſpirit to 
God, in the 68th year of his age. The famous 
Mr. Dod preached his funeral ſermon. 

Mr. Robert Bolton, died in 1631, was a moſt 
awakening and authoritative preacher ; his con- 
ſtant courſe was to pray ſix times a day, twice 
in ſecret, twice with his family, and twice 
with his wife. | 

Mr. Thomas Weſtfield, Biſhop of Briſtol, 
died June 25, 1644, aged 71; and compoſed 
his own epitaph: one line of which was, 
„ Worn out with age and grief :” and another, 
The leaſt of biſhops, the greateſt of ſin- 
6: eis. 

In 1645, died the famous old Mr. John Dod, 
he was a moſt humble, pious, and devout man, 
and univerſally beloved; he died in the g6th 
year of his age: one of Mr. Dod's maxims was, 
« ſanctified afflictions are ſpiritual promotions.“ 


The 
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The following Lines were compoſed by a 
private GENTLEMAN, (now deceaſed) 
about the time of his converſion. 


I, 


OME, bleſſed Jeſus, quickly come, 
And mark the bright celeſtial way, 
Within my breaſt erect thy throne, 
Nor let me faint through long delay. 


II. 


I'm weary of theſe earthly toys, 

The world and all its flattering charms, 
is, My heart pants after purer joys, 

. And Chriſt alone my boſom warms. 


III. 


With coldneſs and contempt I view 
Theſe vain, theſe tranſitory ſcenes, 

Since Chriſt hath form'd my ſoul anew, ' 
And wak'd me from Egyptian dreams. 


IV. 


Methinks a ray of heavenly light, 
Already darts upon my ſoul ; 
Methinks the promis'd land's in fight, 
My hearts the needle, Chriſt the pole. 


V. 
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V. 


What tho' for pageantry and ſtate, 
Others to earthly treaſures truſt, 
And aiming falſely to be great, 
Like the vile ſerpents lick the duſt ? 


VI. 


My heart, my treaſure, and my reſt, 
My all-ſufficiency's above, 

The kingdoms of the world poſſeſs'd 

Are vain without my Saviour's love. 


From Mr. DoRRINGTON's Hymns. 


I. 


Y God, to Thee ourſelves we owe, 
And to Thy bounty all we have: 
Behold to Thee our praiſes bow, 


And humbly Thy acceptance crave. 


II. 


If we are happy in a friend, 

That very friend, Lord, thou beſtow'ſt: 
His power, his will to help our end, 
Is juft fo much as thou allow'ſt. 


or DIVINITY. 191 


III. 


If we enjoy a free eſtate, 
Our only title is from Thee, 

Thou mad'ſt our lot to bear that rate, 
Which elſe an empty blank would be. 


IV. 


If we have health, that well-tun'd ground, 
W hich gives the muſic to the reſt, 

It is by Thee our air is ſound, 
Our food ſecur'd, our phyfic bleſt. 


V. 


If we have hopes one day to view 
The glories of thy bliſsful face, 
Each drop of that refreſhing dew 
Muſt fall from heaven, and thy free grace. 
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Goop : A POEM. Compoſed by the 
late Mr. Hu RN, a Baptiſt Miniſter 
of Froome. 


Urrounded with the num'rous woes, 
W hich here the creature undergoes 
As I moſt penſive ſtood ; 
My ſoul did eagerly aſpire, 
Inflamed with a warm deſire 
To know the chiefeſt good. 


Alas! thinks I, all things around, 
With vanities and woes abound ; 
-- Yet fince I've undertook 
To ſeek the chiefeſt good, let me 
Examine all, leſt it ſhould be 

Hid where I may not look. 


J firſt NEE with my SENSE 3 

Hoping intelligence from thence 
Might help me in the way, 

And give my ſearches good ſucceſs 


Io find the chiefeſt happineſs, 


And tell me where it lay. 


This 


* . 
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This ſoon aſſur'd me that it lay 

In the moſt ſmooth and pleaſant way, 
With no afflicting croſs ; 

Still to abound in ſtrength and health, 

Great honour, pleaſures, eaſe and wealth, 
Free from all grieving loſs. 


But J ſoon found this would not do, | 
Unleſs it could be proved ttue | 
That I immortal be; 1 
And in my pleaſures ſtill to range, 
Fearleſs of a ſucceeding change; 
This ſeemed plain to me, 


That nothing leſs cou'd give content; 

For if my pleaſant time, when ſpent, 
Shall torment to me bring, 

My joys are torments incohate ; 

My pleaſures (thro' this change of ſtate) 
Have ſtill a ſmarting ſting. 


Alas ! what is my STRENGTH, thinks I, 
as Co EIT OE Tomo, 
When God ordains all fleſh ſhall die? 
My ftrength will ſurely fail : 
Weakneſs will then ſo much attend, 
I ſhall no more myſelf defend, 
When death does me aſſail. 


O What 
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What is my HEALTH, when God ordains 
— — a 
Me to invade with dying pains ? 
I may not health enjoy 
One moment's time, e're that it goes 
Beyond recall ; then grief and woes 
Shall all my mirth deſtroy. 


What is my HONOUR, when I muſt 
Submit to lay It all in in duſt, 
And after that appear 
An object of contempt and ſhame, 
Diſdain'd by God, and ſtill the flame 
Of his diſpleaſure bear ? 


What are my PLEASURES here below, 
When in my ſoul I ſadly know 

They ſoon ſhall ceaſe to be; 
And I muſt give a ſad account 
For all I do? What poor amount 

Of joy accrues to me 


What is my EAsE, when that my mind 
Can't ſerious be be, but ſtill I find, 
A ſting within my breaſt ? 
While others think I eaſe enjoy, 
This ſting within does me annoy, 
And robs me of my reſt, 


What 
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When this deluſive ſtation ends, 
All will be left behind : 

No caſh nor friends can then obtain 

An eaſement from that endleſs pain 
And torment of my mind. 


What is my FREEDOM FROM THE CROSS, 
And from all preſent grieving loſs, 
My ſmooth and pleaſant way ? 
Twill ſoon appear, my ſoul's undone, 
I ſav'd my droſs, my gold is gone; 
I therefore needs muſt ſay, 


My ſenſe does judge exceeding wrong; 
Nor does it unto ſenſe belong 

To be herein my guide: 
No carnal ſenſe has underſtood 
Wherein does lie the chiefeſt good: 

I'll not in it confide. 


Above my ſenſe I'll next aſcend ; 
To * REASON's dictates I'll attend 
It difapproves my ſenſe : 
It ſays, man was not merely made 
For brutal pleaſures, which ſoon fade : 
No ſolid joys come thence, 
O 2 Says 


* By REASON here, is meant man's natural intel- 
lectual faculties, diſtin from the ſpecial aid of 


Divine Grace. 
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Says REASON, leave fuch things behind, 
True happineſs is in the mind, 
As noble ſouls confeſs : 4 
A LOFTY GENIUS well employ'd 
In nature's ſtudies, has enjoy'd : 
The chiefeſt happineſs. 1 


O! the delights which man does find 
In the improvements of the mind, 
In ſcarching with ſucceſs 
In XATURE's ſecrets; where he pries, 
And traces things with eagle-eyes, 
No mortal can expreſs. 


The happineſs which does ariſe 
From ſuch ſublime diſcoveries, _ 
By which the ſoul does know 
Itſelf, and all things elſe beſides, | 
Whatever in the world reſides, | 2 
Above or here below. 


NATURE IMPROY'D does alſo rife 

To purchaſe that which doth comprize 
The total ſum of bliſs : 

A noble mind obtains content, 

And never will itſelf torment, 
Whatever ſeems amiſs. 
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If outward things run all acroſs ; 

No weakneſs, pain, diſgrace, or loſs, 
by Can rob him of his reſt : 

He's ſtill content, and happy ſtill ; 

F. Still undiſturb'd, come on what will, 
Sure ſuch an one is bleſt, 


4 Thus to my Reaſon I give ear, 

5 And at the firſt did ſeem to hear 
With pleaſure and delight: 

Deluded with its words, I thought 

I now had found what I had ſought; 
But was miſtaken quite, 


I ſoon purſu'd what Reaſon taught ; 

| Looking to thoſe with Reaſon fraught : 
But ſoon I ſeem'd to ſee 

[ Thoſe noble ſouls were far from bleſt ; 

| The chiefeſt good they ne'er poſſeſt, 
As plain appear'd to me, 


It's true indeed, the exerciſe 

Of ſuch who are in NATURE wiſe, 
Is vaſtly far above 

The pleaſures of thoſe brutal fools 

In Bacchus' or in Venus ſchools, 
Who ſenſual pleaſures love. 


O 3 But 
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But tho' it greater joy does give 

To ſuch who thus ſublimely live; 
Yet is it not the sun 

Of good, of happineſs and bliſs; 

The suuuuu zoxvu ſtill they miſs, 
When to their end they come. 


Nor can ſuch ſatisfying joy 

Attend and follow ſuch employ, 
Since none can ever find 

All things they ſeek ; ſome myſteries 

Are hid from PHILOSOPHIC eyes : 
Now what is thus behind 


Does mar the joy, and ſpoil the bliſs: 
Man's NOBLE GENIUS grieves at this, 
And does itſelf torment. 
Thus Ariſtotle, eagle-ey'd, 
Could never comprehend the tide, 
But dy'd in diſcontent. 


Nor can ſuch noble ſouls as thoſe, 

By all their NATURE-HELPs compoſe, 
Vhen God demands their breath. 

Great Socrates ſeem'd beſt prepar'd 

To meet all ills; yet he was ſcar'd 
At his approaching death. 
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Sure none himſelf more overcame, 
| Unleſs the ſtories of the ſame 
Are but an idle tale. 
All ills beſide he could withſtand; 
Yet that dread cup put in his hand, 
Soon made his face look pale. 


His learning all, and human ſkill, 
Cou'd not then make his mind tranquil, 
Nor unto him entail 
Laſting repoſe, his changing face 
Bewray'd his fears ; unhappy caſe ! 
His learning then did fail, 
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' But now ſuppoſe it wou'd bear out 
f The ſhocks of death; yet, without doubt, 
| : It's not the chiefeſt bliſs, 
5 Unleſs it alſo does provide 
2 Eternal manſions, to abide 
5 In endleſs happineſs. 


8 What's that, alas ! which only ſerves 
'$ Our need in time? ſure it deſerves 


But an ignoble name; 
FA vince, when time ends, its aid is gone, 
a And he for ever is undone, | 
5 Who truſted in the ſame. 
=. 
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Thus did my carnal reaſon too 
Direct me wrong: what could I do? 
To whom cou'd I addreſs, 
Whereby directions I might gain 
The SUMMUM RONUM to obtain, 
The chiefeſt happineſs ? 


Then being in my mind perplext, 


Above my carnal reaſon next 1 
I did myſelf apply 5 
To that unerring teacher giv'n 5 
By merciful indulgent heav'n ; 27 
It was THEOLOGY. 7 
It ſo propitious was and kind, 15 
It fully eas'd my troubled mind: 15 
By it I underſtood 4 
That God, and Gad alone, is he . 
Who is the chief felicity, : 
The sun of every good. : 
A God ix CHRIST, a Chriſt in God, * 


(Tho' carnal ſenſe does think it odd) 
Is ſure the chiefeſt bliſs ; 

Thofe who enjoy an int'reſt in 

His ſpecial favour, have not ſeen 
A greater good than this. 
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Let SENSE cry out, enjoy the FLESH ; 


Let REASON too come on afreſti,'  - 
And ſay, enjoy the MiNDs ' + 

If fleſh or mind enjoyed be, 1 

It gives no true felicity; | 
It has a ſting behind. 


But he that does his God enjoy, 
Nor life nor death can e'er deſtroy 
His ſolid joy and peace: 

He's pleas'd to think that death attends 
For when all earthly pleaſure ends, 
His joys will much increaſe. 


Enjoyment of the fleſh does tend 
Men to debauch ; and in the end 
They horror feel within ; 
But God enjoy'd does purify, 
And give a bleſt ſerenity ; 
Healing the ſting of ſin, 


Likewiſe enjoyment of the mind 
Does ever tend, we ſadly find, 

To blow men up with pride : 
They aim at SELF, in SELF they truſt ; 
But God enjoy'd lays in the duſt; 

Thus God is gloxify'd. 


Ne 
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No doubt, ſays he, my pride was ſuch, 

It muſt be clogg'd with this reproach ; 
Then let it welcome be. 

Ye wicked men, that ſpeak and do 

The worſt ye can; it is not you: | 
It's God, and only he. 


His PLEASURES alſo he enjoys 


In ſuch wiſe, that when God deſtroys 
And takes away the ſame; | 
It is his pleaſure to ſubmit, ; 
And ſtill to be what God thinks fit, : 
A bleſſed happy frame ! 
Pleaſures have often been, ſays he, E 
Only bewitching ſnares to me, ; 
To draw me from my God : : 
I bleſs him, that he now in love N 
Supports me under their remove, 2 
And ſanctifies his rod. 


He EAsE enjoys, and ſweetly knows 
He ought to love what heav'n beſtows, 
And thankfully to prize 
Thoſe undeſerved favours given 
By bountiful, indulgent heav'n ; 
But not them 1DOL1ZE, 


And 
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And when his ſov'reign Lord ordains 

Him to chaſtiſe with ſmarting pains, 
He ſtill has this relief, 

The time is ſhort and ſoon will end, 

With every thing which does offend : 
Thus he ſuſtains his grief. 


Thinks he, thoſe ſmarting pains may be 
The means ordain'd of keeping me 
From many evil deeds : 
God knows my caſe better than I; 
He ſees my luſt and vanity, 
And ſuits this to my needs, 


Better by far ſuch pains endure, 
Than thro' continu'd eaſe procure 
By fin, a laſting ſhame, 
Such thoughts as theſe do make me prize 
God's infinite, unerring, wiſe 
Diſpoſal of the ſame, 


He WEALTH enjoys, when God beſtows 
The ſame upon him; yet he knows 

It's not his chiefeſt ſtore ; 
If God does all his wealth remove, 
That's here below, he knows above 


He ſtill has vaſtly more. 
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Moſt certain tis there never can, 
From ſuch advancements of the MAN, 
Such inward peace proceed, 
As where the ſoul is laid in duſt, 
And ſweetly in his God does truſt 
To anſwer all his need. 


If all things round him here below 
Appear confus'd, he ſtill does know, 
Tho' they ſo dark appear, 

His Gop rules all; his wiſe decrce 
Secures the whole, how it ſhall be: 
This keeps him ſafe from fear. 


He knows his God does ſtill abound 

In love to him; tho' all things round 
Do darkly him beſet: 

His wiſe decree ſecures all things, 

And Good ftill our or EIL brings: 
None can his purpoſe lett. 


He sTRENOTH enjoys, but if at length 
God's pleas'd to take away his ſtrength, 


be'll quietly reſign : 


He knows his want of ſtrength does tend 


To make him on his God depend ; 
His ſtrength, ſays he, is mine. 
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When I am weak, then I am ſtrong; 
God is my portion all along : 
I'm led to him thereby. 
Thus I rejoice to be made low, 
And taught thereby myſelf to know, 
And to my ſtrength to fly. 


He HEALTH enjoys, yet is he ſtill 
A tenant at his Maker's will; 
If God will it remove, 
He gives it up, and loves the rod : 
My health, ſays he, is all in God; 
He always acts in love. 


It is my Gop; from him it came: 
I never did deſerve the ſame, 
Yet ſure I am that he 
Acts for my good ; had it been beft 
To have been longer with it bleſt, 
It ſhould continu'd be. 


His HONOUR alſo, and good name, 
He quietly reſigns the ſame 
Unto his God's diſpoſe : 
If God removes it far away, 
He wiſhes not to ſay him nay, 
Nor PROVIDENCE oppoſe. 


His 
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His portion there, which love procur'd, 
Is vaſtly firm to him ſecur'd 
By God's unchanging will. 
His wealth below is not his all : 
That ſtands ſecure, when this does fall; 
Therefore he's happy ſtill. 


He FRIENDS enjoys, yet ſo that ſtill 
He holds them at his Maker's will : 
None of them all, ſays he, 

Can me aſſiſt, or me oppoſe, 
But juſt at his ſupreme diſpoſe, 
Who orders all for me. 


When all my friends their faces change, 
I'm not ſurpriz'd, nor think it ſtrange, 
Nor creatures raſhly blame: 
It's God ordains it, to the end 
I may the more on him depend, 
Who always 1s the ſame. 
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Welcome my friends, my friends you'll be 
So long as God does wiſely ſee 
Your friendſhip will be beſt : 
When he ſees meet to pull me down, 
My friends ſhall change, and on me frown : 
In this Ym alſo bleſt. 


What ö 
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What is my FREEDOM FROM THE CR0Oss ? 
My freedom from all grieving loſs ? 
T'1l not in it confide : 
If God commands, adieu to thoſe ; 
I am at his all-wiſe diſpoſe, 
And ſo am ſatisfy'd. 


Farewell my sMoOTH and EASY WAY 
Since God ordains, As is my day, 

. Ev'n so my ſtrength ſhall be: 
Lord grant me THIS, let all the reſt 
Be manag'd as thou ſeeſt beſt ; 
I'm happy ſtill in thee. 


Farewell ENJOYMENT OF THE MIND; 
How oft, alas ! do chriſtians find 

All diſcompos'd within ? 
Yet can't the changes of their frame 
Change their dear Lord ; he's ſtill the ſame 
As he has ever been, 


This is the $UM of every bliſs, 

A Gop in CHRIST! what joy is this? 
It cannot be expreſt: 

This Gop enjoy'd, I ſtill eſteem 

My SUmmuUM Bonvum ; for in him 

Iv'e everlaſting reſt, 


1 


